Miniſter of the Goſpel ſometime at B. 


"OK: in IX EAN D, and: a 


* # 9 


— 


Sr. AxpREZ WS in Scor rA ND EST 


5 do Fil | „ 5 * * k ; FN * ; , o © 


. — 


| PART wrote. by himſelf, and 
by Mr. WITLIAM Row.” ſometime 


© het re 


the Goſpel at Crars. * | 


UR. "Fs 


* — p — n > + yo So 4 W. . — 2 *.” . ES, 
, 7 - * — ” 4 Wo I I 


Printed for N STEVENSOW Writer, ; 3 


1 


2 5 n RAS NM DCC LIV. 5 73 25 * 5 = : 2 f 8 ; 


"4 % 


- 1 4A % 


1 : l oy I 4 * 8 : 1 : 2 Bu 3 - 


. > . o * . a * 5 1 
ds n * 8 8 n K 2 a 4 1-24 8 . 4 * 
.. ah - - eee EIT ne Es EE AO oo OE, EE TER Tr 


Cad... add 


2 Eg” 9 9 N 18 REP n“. *» * W 
{# 2 * Ea $3) bb: N 2 MS SR * 2 l , vas 4 
4 TE 3 ? - 
0 Pe * Oy 855 2 5 35 * * * 2 7 * 3 
% _ * *.'/ * % * 
77 i - 


8 * F 7 W * 
- 9 * N oy "7 - oY ls 2 ; - 5 To. 45 hp pl « * . TIS E - 9 
77 » det — Kr WW _- aha (Yo. TEE ee 7 * 3 TEE 1 * 15 * 9 
. PE ” x * 0 7 8 nas 3 NY S x 
— * * — Sf” 25 bh She 2 : * 7 ** _ 52 © "7 HE . > 4 . 
Fx — * k 1 * * : 2 ? 
S. = I - — 
* 
* 
* 


ADVERTISEMENT. . | 
HE Publiſher reckons himſelt 
. 845. "obliged to obſerve, that the firſt 
and only part of the following Me- 


 moirs, wrote by Mr. Blair, having been 
intended chien for his own. family, 1 
and made out by him at a time of life 
when the acute of the mind uſe to ³ 
be on the decline, the ſame muſt be 
ſuppoſed to want that correctneſs and 
accuracy which it might have had, 
if the worthy author had prepared the * WF 
fame for the preſs in his younger. years. 
I To prevent, as far as poſſible, all mif- i 
eonſtructions on this account, I have . 1 f 
ken the trouble to compare my copy - 8 
with ſeveral others which J have ſeen 
of, theſe Memoirs, and particular 
with a copy of both parts in the 
hands of Mr. Blair's gran ſon, which he 
avouches to be genuine; and, not ſatisfi- 
ed with this, I offered mine to be reviſed - 
. by that gentleman and his friends, who Ws 
no doubt have greater liberty to pen 'I I 
upon the original than any other. But - 
' this they have not thought fit to take 
the trouble of; ſo that, after patient on- 
waiting for this purpoſe a conſiderable 
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* liſh 355 et Ply many to en 75 
WW Bad imparted my defi gu, I now bring 
it forth with theſe variations, only. Fir/t, 


©  Becauſe;what is here written doth not 
contain à full relation of the author's 
ie, but only ſome of the moſt materi- 


al paſſages thereof, I chuſe to give it 


| - Next {Whereas Mr. Blair divides his part 
3 | into chapters, ſeveral of which ſeem. on- 


the writer of the ſecond part, who more 


I in order, if poſſible, to adapt the ſame 
8 uſed in the preſent age; but theſe 
Teſs the following Memoirs might have 


-. ugh as they are, I am perſuaded 
that all lovers of piety and uſeful hiſtory- 


By i. -Zohjnecs Mr. RoBERT BLAIR, 
23s an eminent divine, his intimate co- 
temporary f, did "oY: call him. 
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the additional appel lation of Memoirs. 


V ging 9 or ſtops, IL. follow 
naturally divides the ſame into pe- 
5 riods. And, laſtly. J have ventured to 
= make a Few alterations in the ſtyle, 
a little more to the modes of expreſ- 


alterations are ee ee Doubt 


admitted of more amendments; 8 


will reckon them highly noveptable, 
and. a monument due to the memory 
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INTRODUCTION. 


av met lth great varienf ant elende 
of conditions in my lifetime, and drawing 

now near to the cloſe of it, (my 7oth year being 
almoſt expired) and having had experience of the 
conſtant- care and kindneſs of my n 
LoRD, I think myſelf obliged to leave ſome notes 
concerning the chief paſſages that have occurred ti 
me in my. pilgrimage; that my wife and: children, 
at leaſt, may have theſe to be a memorial of the wax 
that I kept in the world, and that they may be the 
better furniſhed to anſwer the calumnies and re. 
proaches that have been, and poſſibly may be caſt 
upon me, and that ſo much the more becauſe this 

hath been often e of me IF near relations * 


and ſome nen 3 PPV 
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Nr, Elis was born at Troine in the year NE 5 ea 
Johr Blair, a merchant· adventurer at ſea, was ſon to Alexander Blair 
of 1 of Bw Ih unger brother of the ancient and honourable e. 25 

th 


| mily of at JR, His iother was Beatrix * the au- 
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From my childhood to' the year 161 3; when I took my 
. degrees in the college of Glaſgow. © 
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o begin then with my younger years, my fa- 
I ther (of whoſe piety, when I came to age, 
VIII I got certain information, particularly how much 
be was addicted to prayer, and how tenderly he 
walked, refuſing to enrich himſelf by buying com- 
macdities from pirates, as ſeveral of his neighbours 
did, altho' he was twice ipoiled at fea by pirates), 
Was taken from me in the ſixth year of my age, and, 
at his interment, I ſhewed my childiſh ſympathy, in 
.-  attenipting to be in the grave before him. I was 
the youngeſt of fix children left upon the hand of 
a widow-mother who was not well furniſhed, and, 
-___ ſhewedlittle' concern about her ſoul till many years 
| *,_ - thereafter, (for The lived near 50 years a widow + 
aſter my father's death), when it pleaſed the lord 
to ſhew her mercy under the miniſtry of his. worthy 
and faithful ſervant Mr. David Dickſon r. 
Being ſo kit the Loxp owned me early; for ha- 
1 Ving, through indiſpoſition in the ſeventh year of 
my age, been left alone upon a Sabbath-day, he be- 
gan to catechize me, and cauſed my conſcience to 
poſe me with this query, For what ſerveſi thou, un- 
profitable creature? Unable to anſwer, I looked out 
gat a window, and ſeeing the ſun ſhine brightly, and 
a cow with a full udder, I underſtood that fun = 
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tient family of Rewallan: He had three brothers, James 
EF . . and William Blairs; the two eldeſt were honoured _— of © 
i chief magiſtrate or proveſt of Y vine, and Mr. William was firſt - 
kregent in the univerſity of Glaſgow, and afterwards miniſter of the 
- goſpel at Dumbarton. ge, emant, f. % „ 
J F Mr. Ns mother lived till ſhe was a hundred years old. Row's 
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Was ignorant. For ſome time I went penſive up and 
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entering the pulpit, (who I afterward learned was 
an Engliſh miniſter cenſured by their biſhops for 

non- conformity, and was waiting at Jrvine for aa 
paſſage to Ireland) his countenance, and eſpecially - 


 my-eyes to gaze upon him, and, while. I was thus 


the queſtion, which my confcience had put to me: 
1 And theſe words were afterwards ſo ſweet unto me, 


3 ingly, in the very entry of my publick miniſtry, 


nance, carriage and accent remain. freſh upon my | 


_ Aﬀeer that time I durſt never play upon the Lord's 
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made to give light to the world, and: that-cow to „ 
afford nouriſhment ; but for what end I was made! 


down a gallery wherein I then was, and, perceiving - 
neither young nor old upon the ſtreets, I remem- ._ 
bered that the people uſed to meet often together 
in a very large houſe called The kirk, and doubt- - 
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ed not but they were about a duty which I had not 
yet laid t So og es onus g 


Upon a Lord's day, ſoon after this, A ſtranger | 
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his band, (as Thad not ſeen the like before) attracted © 
1 he uttered thefe words, It is good for ne 
to araw near to God, This being the text whereon 
he preached, he uently repeated the ſame, and il 
every time he did ſo my heart was much affected, "Ml 
and, heartily approved that truth; and I verily MK 
believed that the Lon p had given me the anſwer of * 


— 


that I reſolved, if ever I were honoured to preach 33 1 
the goſpel, to make that text my theme. Accord-⁵⁶ 


J handled the ſame; and, tho” it be now ſixty three 4 . 
years ſince 1 heard that miniſter, his 3 -" 


Ef 8 


memory. 


day; ea, tho“ when the ſchool-maſter, aſter ca 
techizing his ſcholars upon that day, would have 
diſmiſſed us with expreſs orders not to gd to the 


town, but to the fields to pla „ I obeyed him in 


companions, an againſt the commandment of Gov. = 
NOT 7 25 | e | 


going to the fields, yet I refuſed to play with m = 
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dot, as I remember, thoſe early merczes, ſo alſb 
te fins of my youth. In a time of rioting, common- 
ly called The holy days of Yule, not long after the 
E former inſtances: took place, having perceived what 
go liberty: ſome took who were elder than I, to the 
dend Talfo might play the fool more boldly, I feign- 
- ed myſelf drunk, tho” I was as freſh as at any time; 
und, being challenged for ſtaying at play till after ſup- 
per time, I pretended that I Was mourning at my 
father's grave. By this impoſition I indeed eſca- 
- ped correction, but ſet my mother a-weeping. Theſe 
things I did eaſily digeſt till ſeveral years thereafter, 
When reading holy Auguſtine his confeſſions, I ob- 
ſerved how much he did in his old age lay to heart 
huis childiſh faults, ſuch as the breaking into or- 
it chards and ſtealing apples, not for want, having a- 
bundance of the ſame in his father's houſe, but leaſt 

be ſhould ſeem inferior to his comerades. Now, 
tho' I was free of that ſin, yet I was thereby ſtir- 

._ _- red up to ponder the paths of my youth ; for fin- 
F ful felf-love is fo ſtrong, that tho' the Lonp's 
word gives clear warning of the heart's deceitful- 
| . neſs above all things, and deſperate wickednefs, yet 
we do not believe the ſame until we feel it actual- 
- ty breaking out in our res. 
About this time the Lord was pleaſed to viſit me 
With « dendly-like diſcaſe, = bloody flux, of which 
my father died; and, when all preſcribed means pro- 
FF ved ineffectual, the gracious Gd was pleaſed to fug- 
get to myſelf a cure, which, when I had uſed, ſeem- 
+ , - ed at firſt to kill me outright, but, having fallen into 
u a deep ſeep for above twenty four hours, I awak- 
1 ed perſeclly recovered, and called for meat, tho' I. 
taſted little for twenty three days before. Ne- 
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vertheleſs the corruption of my nature did manifeſt 
zitſelf more vigorous than before, and did break out 
in contention and unrulineſs toward my two ſiſters. 
But then the Loa p did again caſt me ſuddenly into 
FVV | „ ne ef; 
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ppirits, and a deteſtation of all ſtrife and contentioh. 
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a bed of affliction, which. produced the taming of my 


In the twelfth year of my age, the ſupper of the "Ii 
Lord having been celebrated in Irvine, I was admi- 
rably taken with the ſermon; and, my ſpirit having 
been likewiſe greatly raviſhed with the firſt exhorta- . _ 

tion at the table, I earneſtly-defired to communicate, 
but having got breakfaſt, I durſt not, for it was then 

-a generally received opinion, that the ſacrament: be- 

_ | hoved to be received faſting ; and, being alſo greatly 
moved with the ſecond exhortation, I ſecretly Ia- 
mented that my bodily breakfaſt ſhould bereave me f 

a ſoul-banquet: But obſerving theſe words after /up- 
per, in the third exhortation, I thus reaſoned. with OY 
myſelf: Did Cyr1sT and his diſciples celebrate this 
ſacrament after ſupper, and can it be a fault in me to. 
celebrate the ſame after breakfaſt? Sure/it can be 
none; and ſo I fat down at the next table, and cm- 
municated. | This was the Lord's work to his poor © 
child, to make me his covenanted and ſealed ſervant. _ 

About this time the miniſter ordered that Mr. 

Welfh's catechiſm ſhould be publickly repeated in the-- - Þ 

kirk before ſermon, both before and after noon, and Mi 

I was made choice of to repeat all the anſwers. Thus Ml 
the Lord, who had a mind to make me a publick ora- 
tor for him, was pleaſed to cauſe me timeouſly pro- 
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1 f 2 J 
nounce words whereby his people were edified. |. © - | 
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Having proſited well in my childiſh ſtudies, Twas 4 
found fit for the univerſity, and entered to the col- \ 
lege of Gla/zow about the Lear 1608, where I ftndied _ ü 
hard, and made as great progrels as any of my fellow- _- 
ſtudents ;- but, leſt I ſhould have been puffe&up Wim 
my proficiency, the Lord was pleaſed to viſit me Wik 
a tertian fever for full ſour months, to the great de. 
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T | , D ene ? 8 8 85 ED . 1 : : | | 
After this nothing remarkable occurred till the =_ 
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_ 20th year of my life, when, I remember, I could not 
_ willingly want the exerciſe of my body, by archery, © 
; e n 5 „ of B wo.” 3 7 * the 8 and 2 
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TED C 15 1 „ 
Wah the 1 and, leſt my ſtudies ſhould be viel, 
I. refolved to be buſy at them, every other night, iſo 
Ts as. not to be perceived. For this Purpoſe, L 
- could f find no place ſo fit as a room wherein none Was 
permitted to ly by reaſon of an apparition that uſed 
to frequent i it; yea, wherein I m1 Ppar had ſeen one in 
the likeneſs of one. of. my fellow- ſtudents, whom I 


where he ſeemed to conceal himſelf, but, when I of- 
fered to pull him out, I could find nothing; yet even 
there © is reſalved to ſpend. my watching nights, and 
did ſo ſor 2 a whole ſummer, without ever being in the 
1 x from an ardent. deſire of proſecuting my ſtudies 
diligently, yet the Loxp had another deſign, and o- 
verruled this to à better end, even to act faith on him- 
ſelf; for thus he taught me, that devils are reſerved 
in nel of larkoeks to' the j judgment of the great 
A day, that they dare not appear, and far leſs moleſt a- 

ny without the divine permiſſion, and that if Gop 
ph had permitted ſuch a thing to me, he would have made 

it pg for my good: But withal, by this he tapght 
me how neceſlary it was to pray ſeriouſly and feryent- 

„ and to. live. always as under his all-ſecing eye; 
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0 Without any fear, or the leaſt diſtraction, and the 
' «+ Other night I ſlept very ſweetly, Glow, be bo, my 
E protector fer ee. 1 


"$ERTOD. SECOND. 


4613. fo he Tear 1623. when I demitted 4 nee as 
2 regent inthe univerſity of Glaſgow,” | 10 


1 AVING now finiſhed my courſe, of Aplitoſo- 
phy, under the diſcipline of my brother Mr. 
a Velen * I engaged to > be an aſſiſtant to 5 — 
=. © age 


12 28 


a * 


| and ſo, during that time, I ſtudied the one night 


: "ſuppoſed. to be really he, and, having a, candle in 
* my hand, I chaſed him into a corner of the room, 


leaſt troubled, And, tho' I was influenced to this 
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Hom the time I wat made MasTE ov Arte, anno 
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aged and decayed ſch6ol-maſter at Claſgow, who had | 
above 300 ſcholars under his inſtructiem the half o 
WVhom were committed to my charge, where 1 re- 
member not of any thing remarkable that befel me} 0 
except that I made fo much conſcience of my;employ=' *2 

ment, that I often went to bed without ſupper, . ==. 
for want, but for wearineſs, my ſtrength and ſpirits. - 

having been exhauſted with the toibof the dag. 

At that time Mr. Robert Boyd of Trochrig, then 
a miniſter, and profeſſor of theol0py we- Shore Ui 4 
France, was called home, by king James, to be prin 
cipal of the college of Glaſgou and miniſter of Conn 

5 At the hearing af Mr, Boyd's inaugural oration I was 
not a little refreſhed and ſtirred up to the diſcharge _ 
E of my duty with diligence and chearfuſneſs. On this 
| oecaſion one moved a queſtion to him, © That, ſeeing 3 
5 * he was a gentleman of a conſiderable eſtate, where: 

- © upon he might live competently enough, what 

4 cauſed him embrace ſo painful à calling, as both to 
t © profeſs-divinity in the ſchools, and teach people 
- * allo by bis, miniſtry ?” His anſwer was, hat, BB 
D * conſidering the great wrath under which he lay na Ml 
le _ © turally, and the great ſalvation purchaſed to him 
it © by Jesus Cun18T, he had reſolved to ſpend himſelf _ 
t- to the utmoſt, giving all diligence to gloriſy that 
; * Lord who had fo loved him.“ I thought with my⸗ 
ht ſelf, - there is a man of Gop, there is one of a thou 
he fand. Who am I in the very entry to weary of, > } 
ny painfulneſs in ſerving my Lord, the in a meaner 
| employment? From that day my heart was knit Mi 
to that learned and holy man, in whoſe hand the | 
Lord did, as it were, put the key of my heart, - 
whenever I heard him in publick or priyate. _ I pro- 
fited. little by others; but he; as ſent from Gop to 
me, did ſpeak words of eternal life, whole leſſons _-. Rs, ; 
carried away written in my heart, and there after did "IN 
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write them on paper for my own uſũſee. i 
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After two years I was admitted in the room of my 
brother Mr. Willi am, now ſettled miniſter at Dumbarton, 
to be a regent in the college of Glaſgow, tho' not 
without oppoſition from archbiſhop Law, who had 


promiſed that place to another, and was deſirous to 
detain me in the charge J was in, his ſon being under 
my inſtruction, (for as yet I had not laid to heart the 
controverſy about church-government, ſo as to make 
myſelf diſagreeable to him on that account) but nei- 
ther the principal nor regents would give way to his 
%% nn lies ky, 2s. 
When admitted to this charge, my elder collegues, 
perceiving that 1 had conſiderable indght in humanity, 
urged me to read the claſſical authors, and, hearken- 
ng to the motion, I began to peruſe the moſt ancient of 
them, and read over all Plautus; but the Lord, being 
diſpleaſed with that deſign, diverted me thus: 1 ha- 
ving the charge of the library, and meeting with Au- 
_ guſtine's:confeſſion, wherein he inveighs ſharply againſt 
the education of youth in heathen writings, I there- 
# . for betook me to the reading of the holy ſcriptures - 
and the ancient fathers, eſpecially. Auguſtine, who had 
another reliſh, and breathed out much piety ; and, 
tho! I perceived that our reformed divines were 
purer, and their opinions more conſiſtent with the 
ſcriptures, than ſeveral of the ancients, yet I reſol- 
ved to peruſe theſe ancient monuments, beginning at 
F  -.the oldeſt, and made conſiderable progreſs in the 
FF _ hours I could ſpare from my charge. | _ 


T In ſummer 1616. I. was centred on trials for the 


miniſtry, and it was laid upon me to preach in the 
College-kirꝭ the very firlt Sabbath after my licence. 
FF After ſeveral years I was told by ſome of the hearers, 
better acquainted with religion than I was, that in 
that firſt ae the Loxp did ſpeak to their: hearts, 
FF which greatly ſurpriſed me, and ſtirred me up to fol- 
low after the Lord, * Is ok 
JJ That 
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That year having, upon an evening, been enga- - 
ged in company with ſome irreligious perſons, when 
1 returned to my chamber, and went to my ordinary 

devotion, the Loxp did ſhew ſo much diſpleaſure and 
wrath, that I was driven from prayer, and heavily 
threatned to be deſerted of Gop : For this T had 4 
reſtleſs night, and reſolved to fpend the next day in 
extraordinary humiliation, faſting and 'prayer ; and, 
toward the evening of that day, I found acceſs to, 
Gop, with ſweet peace, through Jesus CHals x, 
and learned to beware of ſuch company; but then 

did run intõ another extream of rudeneſs and incivi- 
lity toward ſuch as were profane and irreligious, fo 
hard a thing is it for ſhort-ſighted ſinners to hold the _ 
right and. the rien t EE, 

Some days after this, being in conference with 

worthy Mr. D avid Dickſon, my elder collegue, who 

was once my maſter, I learned that, on the very - 
day which I had ſet apart as above, he-alſo was in 

the ſame way employed; this cuſtom we refolved to 

keep up in time coming, and from this did ariſe moſt 
entire friendſhip be: wixt us, and a covenant of mu- 
tual remembrance frequently before the Lo sd. 

About this time I learned alſo that it was my duty, | 3} 


| not only to teach my ſtudents according to the laws _ 

and cuſtoms of the college; but alſo, according to the 

: law of Gon, to teach them piety, and found that my 8 

; reproof had more weight upon them, after this; than 
the rod had former ara te 

e HFitherto I obſerved little controverſy about religi 

0 ous matters in the church of Scotland; for, tho* _ - © 

5 there were biſhops before this time, they took little 

„, upon them, and were very little oppoſed until the a. 

n ſembly at Perth, in the year 1618. when ſeveral a-. 

s, ticles, which had been canvaſſed in the two former 


1- Wl ſſemblies at Sr. Andreu and Aberdeen, ſuch as 
5 kneeling at the communion, the obſervation of holi- 
dat day $, Oc, were much talked of as inn ions to be "BY 
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Fo n f e ent of that amb, there was ſome con- 
: te g Ts gut Arg ting in the Weng | The archbiſhop 
. Audrews, Who opened; the aſſembly with a 
naſty ſermon, pretended that the recedency an 
| ed to um. of right; but, venerab e worthy miniſters 

It 1756 a rming th t it was aſt the liberty 

lom of a \ KNEES aſſembly, that any, ſhould 

tru themſelves. into mat, place; and that, in all 
gi 51 92 75 8 Ing. a the reformation, the 
moderator was. 


5 ue proteſt 1 hay a * A n FRA wi to 
1 eir buſineſs. The Mig letter for concluding thoſe 


enſued thereon, which la 10 for. ſome days, Mr. Wil. 

In Nos at Cowpgr, Mr John Carmichael at Kilcon- 

Mr. 2 Henderſon. at Leuchars, 

13 gainſt the innovations, and the doctors 

| Foy Jay, Chodtanes and Philp, making anſwers 
as they were. They frequently urged the 

= : Ui s will, but for reaſons 1 heard none except 

Sine: argunient offercd by doctor Lindfay, which was 

| ealily blown away. The reaſoners againſt kneeling | 

Ae, whether their opponents urged the geſture of 

g in reverence to the- elements of hs ſacra- 

Went, yea or not. It was anſwered by Dr. 7 c 

EM Hanes, Not as to elements, but as to bk ſigns; 
* n anſwer 8 a great 1 . of the aſſembly mar 
2 mure 7 
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mured, as, 4 mo rousg and N | 
ceit, 7 his. iu 7 7 arty cel good e. 3 
and. yet the act 10 8 kaechng .capries he fe otioh, © | 
'not obſtarely, in the very böſom = Tel 3, 
ſtance pply in one Paal more, the of t 
aſſembly being well known. The diſpu ite ra Sal dd I 
on Aa more We by the 7 8 than their anta- 
gqmiſts, were 75 to overcome, the archbiltiop bji ed: 


out in gre at paſſion with. theſe words, 75 Mats 7 


ter Jha all no 'be Fofrled either by e — 2 25 
if it were but we "biſhops; 3 BESS: Jer. - 
ſioner, we 3 conclude ond enact arg) 
* who ares "with and it,” W e 
Nllatters beivg thus Tattied, 1 did 8 
nor ever lince, on wha "fide. tra th ſtood ; 
perceived that relacy irſelf'i is dee a e. 
rity of tie goſpel, and. 0 Nantes of all cetem ones, 
that Way. ' From th 5 rim udied FR 4 7 
ſies concerning þiſþ pie we Ceremonie: 
more and more jor fey: of their being wei 922 8 
ruptiong. This chang e jhtroduced 10 el ution of 
. honeſt miniſters atid' Mock who v0 0 ho pra G4”. 
tiſe theſe ceremonies, Ja noting f -hot 95 . 
2 that Which now,” 57 rages aint the Wer of 


CHRIST, 5 
bout that ITY p. EY if 150 1 07 "ll 
vi K t light up n anot] e "tba 1 r. FN 
This book I heard forge "commend. for 1555 ant 
ept | Latin diction, both in proſe: and metre,,. and upon this 
was account. I bought” the 2 "eh till that day. I had 
ing nexer read any part, Ethos opening we 
; 'of - book, 1 found, under % # it Tegan 9 2 0 the — 
era J moſt; baf and audy Lee An ee Po one _— 
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| "Wa e defile and iatangle ſouls, this is e- 
| minently ſo, and, there had been no mere co- 


. Pies of. tin the world, commit it to the flames. 
| . L learned that this author was called 4-- 

. biter, becauſe hewas the inventor and miniſter of wic- 
| | ked pleaſures to that monſter of eruelty and filthineſs 
the emperor Nero. O, with how. great circumſpec- 
tion ought all, eſpecially young ones, conſider. what 
books \ 4 haye or re i leſt unawares they 1 205 
down ſoul-poiſon, which, as poiſon. to the body, 
"Une it de yomited up, yet always leaves a rloxious 

2 W. dh in has 1 met with a molt rare and ad- 
mirable mercy; I taſted abundantly of the Logy's 
loving-kindneſs that is better than life, and ſome- 
What of that joy that is unſpeakable and glorious ; 

- and thus it was: One of my collegues being indiſpo - 
ſed I made him a vilit after, ſupper, and, finding him 
troubled with a crudity. in the omach, I propoſed 
|, that he would cauſe make a poſſet of wine and milk 
| _- © for it ; he knowing that I could ſcarce taſte wine, 
 -. yielded to the motion providing I would drink with 
1 Um. To this condition 1 agreed for his ſake, and ſo 
tie drink was made; but the college - ſervants, not well 
milled in poſſet-making, put in more wine than the 
milk could qualify; of this I took a draught, and 
found no harm . for the preſent, but about two 
two hours after, being in bed, I was caſt into a burn- 
| hs ing fever, and, having never felt the like, I appre- 


 _hended that death approached, I was the more ſuſ- 
.  _ ceptible of this apprehenſion, that, for about thirteen 
| _ years before, 1 tad often meditated upon death, and 
3 lives under impreſſions that I would never ſee thirty 
1 Fears, of which 1 then wanted only four or-five, The 
burning heat ſtil] increaſing, as it uſes, to be in a 
| _ quotidian fever, I concluded that 1 would not ſee the | 
A  Gan-rifing, tho! it being the month of 7uly, the night WY | 
„as then very ſhort: Yet at this I was not diſmayed; @ . 
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on the contrary, I began to rejoice greatly in the 


ſorrow, and thought I was fair before the wind to ar 
rive where, holineſs and glory dwells, \ to enjoy 
Gop eternally; and tho' that ſcorching fever was 
burning my body, yet, the love of Gop burning more 
fervently in my ſoul, 1 felt no pain at all. It was 
not poſſible for my tongue then, nor is it poſſible for 
my pen now, to expreſs the great gladneſs and ex- 
ulting of my ſpirit, I extolled my Lord and Saviour, 
pyea I ſang to him, eſpecially the 16th pſaln, for 1 * 
felt within me that which is written in the end there- 
of, T hou wilt ſheu me the path of life, in thy preſence. 
is fulneſs of joy, at thy right hand there are 'pleaſures 
for evermore,s And thus 1 reaſoned, If I be ſo full 
now of joy and pleaſure in this valley of tears, how - +. 
' infinitely: greater ſhall thoſe joys and pleaſures be 

when the ſoul. ſhall be elevated and enlarged to ehjoy 

Gon. eternally without interruption. But, after 1 

1 had been ſome hours in the banquetting-houſe, under 

* the banner of love, there burſted out, a great ſweat, 

h which did wet my body and/ ſhirt, and even the 
whole clothes about me, the vehemency of the fever 
abated, and I perceived that the time of my perfect- 
ing was not yet come, which cauſed me to utter ma? 
ny love-ſighs, and the vehemency of my rejoicing 
alſo abated. At fun- riſing I fell aſleep, and when, 


P 
be 
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wakened, I thought at firſt, O what a pleaſant dream 
have I. dreamed! notwithſtanding, when I awaked 
fully, I conſidered all the paſſages, and how 1 had 
ſnifted myſelf, and that yet all was wet about me, ſo 
that it was no dream, but a real manifeſtation of the 
loving-kindneſs of the Lozp. . When I aroſe, I re- 
ſolved, tho' I found my body much ſhaken, and 
that the fever was not yet quite gone, to ride two - 
miles to the kirk of Govan, where the bleſſed. Mr. 
Bayd did preach. ' There, in time of the firſt N 1 
28 N N 8 


? 4 * 


9 


} 


about ſix o' clock, I began to ſtir, not being fully a»  -} 


expectation that ſhortly I would. get rid of ſin and 
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1: had another fit of the fever, which ended with 
ſtating, during which my joy in Gop was renew- 
ech tho not fo high as the former. After both the 
ſermons, having returned to town in the company of 
that man of Gop, I opened to him how it had been 
with me the former night; at Which time he told me, 
that was not the daily fare of the people of Gov, but a 
delicate reached to me from the hand of my heavenly 
Father, to ſtrengthen my faith, to quicken my hope, 
and to prepare me to endure temptation and affliction 
chearfully and courageouſly for Chriſt's ſake, and ad- 
viſed me not to have frequent expectations of the 
like, but to lay it up as an earneſt of the glory that 
is to be revealed at the appearing of Jesus CHRIST. 
About that time I was frequently invited to preach 
publickly, which I did willingly, and thereby became 
acceptable to the good people of that town and 
country, particularly to the pariſhioners of Stewar- 
ton, where the Lord had a great work in converting 
many. Numbers of them, who were at firſt under great 
terrors, and deep exerciſe of conſcience, did there- 
after attain to ſweet peace and ftrong conſolation. I 
. Preached often to them in time of the college-vaca- 
tion, reſiding at the houſe of that eminent faint the 
lady Robertland, and had frequent conference with 
*hem, and did profit more by them than I think they 
did by me: Tho' ignorant and proud ſecure li- 
vers called them the daft people of Stewarton. Mr. 
Nobert Bayd, of whom 1 have formerly made men- 
tion, came from his houſe in Carrick to meet with 
them; and, having conferred both with men and wo- 
men, he heartily bleſſed Gon for the grace of Gop in 
them. The counteſs of Eglinton did countenance 
them much, and perſuaded her noble lord to refrain 
from his hunting and hawking for ſome days, to 
- - - - confer with ſome of them, whom ſhe had ſent to for 
that effect; and, after conference, his lordſhip pro- 
- teſted that he never converſed with the like of them, 
and wondered at the wiſdom which they diſcovered in 
T 5 their 
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| their ſpeech, As many of them as were able to teg- 
vel, being encouraged thereto by their miniſter, 


went to the Monday. market of I[rvize with ſome _ 
_ ſmall commodities, but their chief intention was to 


hear the lecture, which ended before the market be- 


gan, and, by their example, many were incited to 
go from other pariſhes, whereby the power of reli- 


* 


gion was ſpread over that part of the country. 


I bleſs the Lord that ever I was acquainted wWittn 
I had by correſpond- 


that people, and for the 51 | 
ing with bleſſed Mr. Diclſon, after he left the 


college and ſettled: at Irvine. By theſe I was helped 4 
to ſimpathize tenderly” with ſuch as I knew to be 
_ tempted, and lay under heavy preſſures of conſcience, 


whereby I ſtill learned more of the wicked wyles of 


Satan, and of the bleſſed ways of Gop. 


2 ” . 


fering, for not conforming to Perth articles, I con- 
ceived that ſuffering might alſo be my lot, and I got 
ſpecial warning of this by Monſieur Baſnage, a grave 
and gracious French miniſter, ſent from the French 
proteſtants to receive contributions in Scotland to 


having done his work, he might more freely de- 


he had heard well of me from thoſe he loved beſt ; 


of 
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all from the church of Scotland. 


— wy 


| be employed for the uſe of the diſtreſſed Rochellers if . 
This gracious man, coming to Glaſgou to receive 
the contributions there, told me that he had carried KM 
indifferently to the ſeveral parties in our kirk, leaſt © WM 
he had marred. the errand he came upon, But now, 


clare his ſentiments ; and thereupon he added, that 
withal he aſſured me, that the biſhops and their fac- 


tion were fore diſpleaſed with me, and that in bis 
Judgment, ere à year ended, I would find the truth - 


A; - 
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In the ſixth year of my profeſſion in the colle „ 
many faithful miniſters having been expoſed to ſuf- 


} 


| + Io Auf 1822 Mr. Baſnage granted receipt to Wiliam Dic end 
James Spiers collectors, for 8034241. 6 5. 8 d. Scots; and in June 
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1632. he granted receipt for the farther ſum of 23,237 l. 185. 6 l. 


W 
© , of what he foretold me. He encouraged me againſt 
' © this evil day; exhorted me, if I were tronbled, to 
come to France, where I would be very welcome, 
and the more ſo for my ſuffering, and aſſured me 
that I ſhould no ſooner come than 1 ſhould have 
à⁊ place in a college to teach philoſophy, till IT learned 
the French tongue ſo well as I might ſerve in the 
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holy miniſtry there. | Fe FR 
What I was thus forewarned' of came to paſs ; but, 
before I relate particulars, it will be proper to de- 
dclare how the Loxp prepared me for {og era | 
rubs and hindrances. I met with in his ſervice, and 
what encouragements and furtherances I had from 
And, fr/}, I declare that I did find great ſweetneſs 
- and ealineſs in worſhipping the Loxp for a confi- 
derable r ſo that I had little proſpect of any 
great difficulty to enſue : Satan was bound up from 
' tempting, and my corruption from breaking out; 
much ſweetneſs was as it were milked in from the 
Lord, and his tender love encouraged me in his ways 
before 1 did find difficulties: But when I began to 
* ſet more cloſely to duties, as in ſpecial to the fancti- 
fying of the Lord*s-day, I met with fach oppoſition 
by the wandering of my mind, and injections from 
Satan, that the more I aimed at watchfulneſs, the 
. © leſs ſpeed I came, and ſeemed farther from gaining my 
point than when I endeavoured it leſs. T was put to 
a non-plus, and knew not what te do; to ſlack my en- 
deavours I durſt not, and to bend them more J could 
not. When I endeavoured it, I was beaten back with 
—loſs, and for ſome ſpace I walked in heavineſs. At 
may firſt awaking I knew the Lord's-day from another, 
by the oppoſition of my heart unto the duties of 
tze day, before ever my eyes were opened. One day 
my brother finding me in this caſe, by my frequent 
' © fighings, inquired what ailed me: Was I in doubts 
or fears about my ſoul's ſalvation 2. I told him that 
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| 12 „ 8 
is not the 4 ! 1 bave Chriſt to be my righteoiſucks, 
and by his merits 1 hope to be ſaved, What can 
trouble you then, ſaid he? I anſwered, This troubleth 
me, that I cannot get the Lord my God ferved 
chearfully and conſtantly, eſpecially on his own 
day, as ſome times I have done, or at leaſt ſeemed 
to myſelf to do. He laboured to encourage me, and to 
chide me out of that heavineſs, but that took no ef- 
fet ; Mill 1 lay under the ſame, till, on à Lord's day 
on Which I had been much perplexed i in private, as I 
was entering the place of publick worſhip, the Lord 
did by his ſpirit ſpeak to my ſoul, out of the 71ſt pſalm, 
Iwill walk in the ſtrength of the Lord, and will mate 
mention of thy righteouſnnſs, even of thine only.” With 
this, great light ſhined into my ſoul, diſcovering the 
ignorance and darkneſs in which I was walking; as, 
firſt, That when the Lord took me by the arms, and 
taught me to go, I obſerved not that it was "the: 
Lord's ſecret upholding and furniſhing © me with 
ſtrength to go from ſtep to ſtep, but imagined I had 
got a ſtock of grace in my keeping, that would ſuf- | 
fice to carry me through all difficulties; and then, 
240%, J looked upon this as my own, which: no doubt 
did highly provoke the Lord to blaſt my endeavours, 
and to withdraw his gracious aſſiſtance, that ſo 1 
might learn better What 1 was, and what was my 
own, 9vjz.” weakneſs, folly, wandering, deadneſs, 
backſliding, &c, then did I ſee that ſtrength to walk Gn 
with God was not committed to my keeping, but 
was in the Lord's hand, who did withdraw thatithe 
might embrace; then compared I with the. words 
now cited, that Which often occurs in ſcripture, The 
Lord is my ſtrength and my:ſong, he alſo is become my. 
ſalvation. (Exod. xv. 2. Pfal. exviii; 14. Lia. xil. a) 
By theſe and the like paſſages of holy 2 the 
Lord did then teach me that the ſtock and 22 of 
fin was within myſelf,” and that I carried ot with 
me a bon of ſin and death, A Lichen root of — 


\ 


* 
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3 Aa; budding, and brecking;- forth; and * even. 


When the Lord quickened the ſoul, putting the 
1ife of od therein, and putting doun ſin from 
reigning, yet it remained and ſought to reign, and 
frequently prevailed; ſo that the new creature was 
aſſaulted and led as a captive, retarded in doing 
good, and hurried away to evil, and that ſtrength to 
reſiſt was to be looked for from à Redeemer: Yea, I 

perceived then that ſin, which ſeemed to be dead, had 
too much of vigorous liſe. This appeared molt e- 
vident, when. the ſpiritual law accurately urged o- 
tbedience, according to What is written, Kom. vii. 8, 
. where the apoſtle, bearing the perſon of a comba- 
tant in this warfare, faith, Sin taking-occaſion by the 
Commandment, wrought in mr ' all manner ef concupiſcence, 
for without the law ſin was dead; for I was alive with- 
0 the lau once, but when the commandment. came, fin 
revined, and. I died. Thus the Lord was, pleaſed to 
bumble and to teach me not to truſt in myſelf, but 


in God who rai/eth the dead, (2 Cor. i. 9.) Then be · 


an I to learn the truth of that chriſtian paradox, and 
p r te underſtand the meaning of it, (2 Cor. xii, 

10.) When Lam weak, then am 1 firong. The Lord 
gives a proof of his own ſtrength and power, where 
be makes a diſcovery to us of our own weakneſs, ac- 
cording to verſe 9. My ſtrength is made perfect in 
weakne/7 ; and fo may: is made ebe power of 
Chriſt may reſt upon ſuch, | 


If any think this was no Areat manifeſtation of an 


-important truth, for who that knows any thing of 
>Gop can be ignorant of this, that every-good duty 
munſt be performed by ſtrength and furniture from the 


Lord himſelf? I anſwer, It is one thing to know a 


truth notionally, (Jade ver. 10.) or by a gift of. com- 
mon illumination, ſo as to diſcourſe thereof, both ac- 

| — as to matter, and elegantly as to ſtyle; this 
gifted ſtudents and others attain, and yet the 


| Lond ene an one proud, knowing 
\ nothing, 


nothing, but doting about gneſtions, (1 N. vi. 4.) yea he 


came to underſtand, to purpoſe, what is written, %. 
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may be a great diſpatant (as the following verſe doth 
intimate) but a great deal of this brain frothy knows 
ledge cometh to nothing; it puffeth up, and will be 

a witneſs againſt him that . hath it, though it may, 
through God's bleſſing, edify others. This differeth 
eſſentially in kind or ſpecie, as I may ſay, from the. 
true and faving knowledge of Go, 1 Jo. ii. 4. ane 
iii, 6, and iv. 8. the ſcripture aboundeth herein. True 
and ſpiritual knowledge is affectionate and practical; 

it floweth from the ſpirit of grace, carrieth with it a 1 
ſtream of holy affections, and ſtirreth up to endea=. ' Wi 
vours and earneſtneſs in the practice of holineſs; a 
little of this reacheth very far. Now, according to 

this diſtinction, I, no doubt, knew formerly this 
truth notionally, but as to the affectionate and practi- 

cal knowledge of it, upon good grounds, that appeared 

to me à new leſſon, and a great light, whereby to or- 

der my converſation aright, out of the infinite ſtock | 
and ſtore of divine firength communicated to and 
influencing the ſoul from time to time, as felt neceſ- 
ity r ſought the ſame; and in this way 1 


x]. 29, 30, 31. He giveth power to the faint, and: _ 
to them, that have no might he incregſeth ſtrength; even 

the youth ſhall faint,” &c. That is to ſay, when quick»: 

witted and well-gifted perſons ſhall fit up, and fall 
away, poſſibly both from eee and practice, the | 
weaker, reſting upon the ſtrength of the LORD, ſhall. 3 
perſevere in profeſſion,” and abound in the practice — 
of holy duties: This, thro' God's bleſſing, proved to 
me a great, long, and ſtrong ſtroke of the oars, to ſet 
me foreward for a conſiderable time, walking in tine 
ſtrength of the Lord in ſelf-denial, and magnifying 
the grace of God and his gifted righteouſneſs: But 
my gracious Lord, who intended to lead me on in 

holy practice, according to goſpel principles, did, in 

proceſs of time, ſuffer the great help and aſſiſtance 
on Fee 7 1 _ gotten, - 
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with, and that ſtrength and furniture from the Lord 


dll nations were not come, as if the Light of the Gen- 


ſhould dwell, and out of whoſe fulneſs we are to re- 
ceive, even grace for grace? For tho' thou be oft 


directly making him the Way, that is, the guide or 
leader, the new and living way unto the Father. What 
= marvel'tho' the ſtrength and power of the Lord 
influence not thy ſoul, ſeeing thou makeſt ſo little ap- 
© plication to God, and addreſs to him by his Son: 
Tho thou ſeemeſt to know, yet thou conſideredſt not, 
that all power in heaven and earth is put in his hand; 


all granaries were ſhut or opened, all ſacks were filled 
S | or emptied, all comers, or ſeekers, were roughly or 

= gently dealt with at his direction and pleaſure; fo 
| now, in the kingdom of heaven, all petitioners. and 


_ traders: are to come directly and expreſly to the 


Man in whom the fulneſs of the God-head dwelleth 
bodily, and all the deburſings or out - givings to tra- 
ders and dealers in bis kingdom cometh through his 
hand. Thus was I rebuked, and, as it were, chi- 

\ - "ded unto Jeſus Chriſt. This was to me as the diſco- 
very of a new world, and I began to lament that 


* ſuing wrath of God, to the ſatis faction given by 
T © OW Chriſt 


* 


| gotten, by what hath been now mentioned, to drink | 
in and decay. Then was I put hard to it what to do 
next. I found no ſtock in my own hand to trade 


did not flow in as of late. When I was reduced to 
this reſtleſs paſs, and was, as it were, put out of all 
ways, the words of our Saviour, I am the way, and 
the truth, and the life, no man cometh unto the Father - 
but. by me, (Jo. xiv. 6.) were ſuggeſted unto. me. 
Then was I thus rebuked and upbraided: What mean- 
eſt thou, dark - minded man, to live as if the Deſire of 


tiles were not ſhining ? To live as if he were not pu- 
bdliſhed, in whom it pleaſed the Father that all fulneſs 


ſpeaking of Cyr1sT, and to him, yet thou art not 


and, as it was of old with his ſhadow 7o/eph in Egypt, 


ſo many like myſelf, who had fled from the pur- 
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_ ciliation and abſolution, and were exalting, extol - 
ling and ſetting him on hi h, yet knew little or no- 1 


. prophet, Kigbteouſneſs as our juſtifier and abſolver, 2 


ſhall be the peace when the Aſſyrian Hall come into our 


and they who are ſanttified, are all of one ; for which 


_ againſt all temptations as our need requireth, ſee- 


is born to us, the Son that is given to us, his hame is 
The mighty God, The everlaſting Fat ber. 


Chriſt to the juſtice of God, in order to their recon» 


thing what uſe to make of Chriſt ſor ſanctification. 
Then began I, in earneſt, to ſtudy his -perſon, 
his natures, and his. offices, how he is made to 
us of God, not only Viſdom as the great promiſed 


but alſo Sanctiſication, as our king to reign in us, and 
work that Which is well-pleaſing in his fight. Then 
looked I with pleaſure upon his human nature, here 
in he is ſib to us. Comfortable was the report, that un- 
to us a child is born, and a ſon given, (1/a. ix. 6.) who 


land, and when he ſhall tread in our palaces, (Mie. vx 
5.) and who, being made like one 77 us, partakin of =_ 
fleſh and blood with the children, both he that Tandlifet = 


cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them brethren, (Heb. it, 
11.) And the conſideration of his human nature, 
wherein he is touched with the feeling of our infirmities, 
iſſued in ſtrong conſolation ;' for upon this ground _ 
we are exhorted to come boldly unto the throne of grace, 
that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time 
of need : And ſo our Saviour was made fit to be a ſa- W 
crifice to ſatisfy for ſin, and more familiar, to whom - ©} 
we might have recourſe for ſanctification to help us 


ing for this purpoſe the Son of God was manifeſted, 
12 might — the works of the devil, (1 John iti, © 
8.) Now, as the conſideration of his human na- 
ture proves thus comfortable, in order to our ſancti- 
fication, ſo alſo his divine nature; for the Child that 


* 


When our fpiritual enemies are terribly muſtered 
up before us, -and 1m udent Satan, as God of this - 4 
world, claimeth an independent ſupremacy, (for this | 
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ls one of his ſtratagems againſt heartleſs .innerz, to 


bear in teniptations with importunity, as having un- 
controllable power both to command and compel) 


then he is to be knocked on the head with that divine 
word; as a ſword, The God of peace ſhall bruiſe Satan 
under onr feet ſbortiy, (Rom. xvi. 20.) But eſpecially 


the kingly office of Chriſt, in order to dur ſanctiſica· 


tion; is moſt conſiderable, and that both in order to 
bur enemies, Satan, fin, the world and death, and in 


order to ourſelves; as a victorious king to reign inus; 
through the abundance of his grace to make us kings 


-end'priefts to the Father, (Rev. i. 6.) When ſin offers 


to reign, and really doth much prevail, he not only 


. exhorts; 'Eef not ſin reign in your mortal bodies, (Rom. 


vi. 12.) but alſo (v. 14.) by his princely power, 
"determines, the caſe, ſaying to all who have fled 40 


Aim for refuge, Sin ſhall not reign or have dominion 


 bver-you, for you are mt under the law, as à covenant 
that curſeth the finner, hut under grace, that ſupplies 
rts.-——And-ſo now, when the fulneſs oſ 


Chriſt and the riches: of grace were made patent to 


.tble ſtore-houſe, how ſweetly and ſatisfyingly did 


* this refreſh my ſoul ? I ſaw then that the facrifice 


once offered for ſinners remained ſtill to be 2 


| Mrengthening” felt, and that we are exhorted while 
we live to keep the feaſt, (1 Cor. v. 8. 


1 p 7 


While thus I was feaſting on and with chriſt, look - 


Ang on him as King and Lord, and drawing virtue 


from him, 1 perceived that, as Chriſt hath a kingdom 
Within us, (Luke xvii. 21.) con/iting of righteouſneſs 
and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoſt, (Rom; xiv. 17.) 
10 alſo that he doth adminiſter bis fpiritual kingdom 


"externally, in governing his honſe, which is his 


"A . n 


church, by his appointed ſervants and officers, the 


gobernment being on his ſboulde. 


his put me to a new examination of the point of 
church- government, conſidering, firſt, the ſcripture, 
„ e be 2 | : 3 
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«lf 27, n e 
and chen authors ho debated hoſe queſtions.” In 2 
ſearching the ſcriptures I found chat our Saviour * 7 
did, upon ſeveral occaſions, forbid lordſhip and. do- 
minion even to his extraordinary commiſſioners, | 
(Luke xxii. 24,—=26, Matth. xx. 25, &.) and coh- 
ſequently to all that ſhall at any time » bear office in 
his kirk, In which prohibitions theſe things are re- 
markable, 1½, That in the goſpel of Luke Was given 
out at the celebration of the. ſacrament of his ſtipper, . 
Chriſi our Lord giving to the diſciples. their f ra- 
ment upon it. 2%, It is obſerwable, that in botn 
the evangeliſts, Wund our Saviour diſcharges domini- 74 
on and lordſhip in kirk - officers, he aſſerts and al- 
lows civil and Uifply government, and the titles of 
honour due thereto, and thereby refutes, that conceit 
that goes top current, 10 biſhop no king. And, zaly, 
it 1 is remarkable, that, with the diſcharging of goͤnſi⸗ — 
nien in church-officers, he alſo prokibley titles of 
honour to be aſſumed by them, or given to them, — 
ſaying exprelly in Lg, 7 halt: not b With jbu, . 
Alle he apoſtle Peter (on whom eſpecially the pe · | | 
rarchy is built) diſcharges this dominion, faying, 
Neither ar being lords over G od's heritgge, but being. en- 
ſamples to the Noc t, (1. Pel. v. 3.) And whereyer bi- 
ſhops are named in the New Teſtament, no other 
ching is meant than paſtors, preſbyters or miniſters 3 1 
-fo that "biſhop. and preſbyter, in the language of the NY 
holy ſcripture, is nothing elſe but twWo names for one 
and the ame office. S0 much i is conſeſſed 'by the 
om moſt learned of the prelatick writers, andis fo ma- 
fs niſeſt, As xx. and Philip. i. that it c 8 70 of de- "i 
"SW | nied without great impudence. „ 
615 For this teaſon the wiſer ſort of plz 2 of 
nis ing free do betake cnemſelves ei- e 
the tber to the authority of the civil magiſtrate, 8 br to — = 
ancient 2 of the kirk, or to t good end ſpr 
of which this e of Ws Vas ON) 
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3 an theſe can be a round Gifficient to build thats 
Ty ſuperiority upon, much leſs their ſole power. 


, Touching the! firſt of theſe, it may juſtly be ac- 
counted a. profane conceit, to imagine that Chriſt 
hath not ordained and inſtituted: the ſubſtantials of a 
government, (of which the office - bearers are a prin- 
8 5 part) whereby to govern his houſe and king- . 
dom; and it contradicts: the perfection and ſufficil- 
ency of the holy ſcripture, Who will think the man a 
wiſe governor of his houſe, that leaves it to the ſer- 
vants to chuſe rulers over them without his direction 
and appointment? And how. high a drime would it 
be accounted in a kingdom, to appoint office · bearers, 
| eſpecially the higheſt under the King, without his ap- 
„ae 4 , 
As to the ſecond, of onetended antiquity; aft. Nn 
no abſurdity to call every ſubſtantial change, after the 
Lee of the canon of 8 a corrupt novelty. 
And, 2dly, is is well known to all verfant in the 
uritings of the ancients, that the change at firſt was 
very al, yea, that for near 400 years, the perſon to 
whom the name of a biſhop began to be appropriated 
ha nothing above the preſbyter but ordination, as 
erome witneſſeth in his time; thereafter, as purity | 
yed, and corruption, increaſed, more was added, 
2 time to time, till it came to the height it is now at. 
And for the third, namely, the end for which this 
- ſuperiority. was ordained, viz.. to keep unity, it is 
the trueſt plea of all the reſt, but very weak and in- 
_ ufficient ;\ for, as. learned Whitaker obſerved, when 
8 "this. point, the remedy. proved worſe than 
the diſeaſe ;- and, in very deed, granting once the 
EXP ediency and lawfulneſs of a lardſhip over a dio- 
ceſe, io Keep unity therein, and of aprimate's.grace 


to keep unity in a Kingdom. it cannot be denied that, 


the fame ground, it is fit and neceſlary, that there 


bean univerſal biſhop and tale wy an Gio churches 


„ * of ths world. | | 
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The truth is, the dominion of biſbops has ben 
the greateſt ground of diviſion and contention that 
ever was in the chriſtian world. And here it is very 
obſervable, that, when the bleſſed apoſtle Paul is ex- 
horting to unity, (Epheſſiiv.) and gathering argu- * + 
ments to promote the ſame, if it had been the mind 
of the Lord to appoint the ane biſhops, and 
to bleſs that as a mean to preſerve unity in the kirk f 
Chriſt, it had been ſeaſonable there to ſuggeſt tze 
ſame; but, on the contrary, after apoſtles and evan— 
geliſts (who were ee e commiſſioners, -and _— 4 
in that wherein they were extraordinary they. had | _ + 
no ſucceſſor) he nameth only. paſtors and teachers fr 
the perfedting of the ſaints, till ue all come in the uni, 
of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, un 
to-a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature, of the  * 
 fulneſs of Chriſt; where it is plain, that, according tie 
the wiſdom of God, it is not the lording ſuperiority  - © 'Þ 
of a prelate oyer a; province, or a primate over a2 ui 
kingdom, or a pope over all the churches of the 
world, that is the mean to keep unity, but that it lis 
the bleſſing of .Chriſt upon the labours of his ſenntn 
paſtors and teachers, jointly acting and carrying on 
the work of the miniſtry, that doth. perfect the ſaints, 2 
bringing them to unity, and making them to gro 
up to the ſtrength and ſtature of the grace of Gd... 
Ihis diſcourſe may ſeem a going out of the way to iv 
meet with an aduerſary, but in very deed it is no di- 
greſſion; for ſtudying ſanctification, and the,progrels _ 
of holineſs, does belong to the kingly office of ſeſus 
Chriſt, whereby he; reigning in his people, deſtroys - * 
in them what is oppolite to his kingdom, and brings 
up their hearts to à conformity with him. While 1 
was about the ſtudy. of- che inward part of Chriſts 
kingdom, I ſaw it incumbent. on me not to light his 


by, 


* a 


— 


 kingly government of the church, and to ſearch fm 
| the regilter of his own will, not neglecting the learned 
. writings of the moſt able diſputants, concerning. the + 
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s on that head: And EM I Adee 
eſt, that, according as I attained: any progteſs in 
2 "Under the influenee of the grace of Chrift, I 
ed to Sari wg confirmation of the — 
ernment church by his appointed officers 
= not by intruders and <br To theſe 1 durſt 
not give the aceuſtomed titles of honour, being pro- 
Hibited by the Lord as well as the yſurpation itſelf; 
and the T ſaw many who were clear enough -againſt | 
that -uſuepation, make no ſeruple of giving titles 
5 of honour to the uſurpers, following that maxim, lo. 
; oe; cum vulgo, ſontiendum cum ſuptentibus, we ought 
do ſpeak as the common people do, but think as wiſe- 
3 men, 1 durſt not follow that looſe principle, altho* 
Tknewmy not doing To might haſten on trouble; and 
In this 1 was confirmed by what is written, 765 
KN. 21,22. where Elihu, that grave raye (tho young). 
moderator of the controverſy betwixt) Jeb and this 
Friends, wrong them both as injufious to Gad, and 
| to one another, ſaith, Let me not accept any man's. pen. 
Fon, neither let ne give flattering titles unto man — in 
# doing my Maker would Fon” take me away, In his 
| - eyes the giving of undue and flattering titſes was not 
| trifling thing, that needed not to be ſtuck upon; in 
Aoißg ſo be feared deſtruction from God, and u did 
| alſo; Honourable titles are indeed due to them who 
te Uignißeck with. them by a king or ſtate; but tho 
the ſovereign Lord, No! authoritatively gives out 
Indiſpenfible laws, both for giving and receiving of 
Honors, and. the titles due to the ſame, allow ſuch 
5 5 of inyeſted with them to be | called benefactort, 
1 gracious lords, or your grace) as in that before - 
N el 22d of Luke, yet to church- rulers he ſays, I. hol! 
5 or 1 7 540 with you; and therefor they may neither re- 
Juaire nor admit: the ſame, nor may others, bylofat- 
Tering, barden them'in their uſürpation. 

Bt now to proceed, in opening up the \teps of 
WM light, .. did lead me in thoſe 

0 | 8 times, 


1 


1 ö 1 „ 
| times, a myſelf, . ee * 
opened to me the myſtery of Chriſt incarnate, in ot» 
der to a full ſatisfaction for fit, as alſo his kingly © 
office in order to carry on ſan&ifie on, and ſo made 
to me all and in all, I concluded, that chere was no 
more to do, but in humble ſincerity to follow on that 
way; and then, that 1 might know 1 how it was 
with my ſoul from day' to day, having heard of the . 
be of ſome 8 chriſtians, who daily took. 
brief notes of the condition of their ſoul, 'H 
doth what failings and apes BY they were overtaken Th 

with, as alſo whit: pro ey mide in the wa 8 ol 

God, 1 followed the ame courſe in ſome paſſages, 
"a a dark my writing * „ and — it : wp above 
hs; _ - ſixteen. 


ney ee eee ah Tas Tow * of this 
way of w — the following for a ſpecimen, © 1626. Fe- 
& braary 8. « day for private Humiliation, I could | 
« Jo moth wy Jn d the Lord wort all to be ſooghit, | 
Entering 5 he an apy quem, dead and dull, I refolved to 
© paſs the firſt prayer words, but T'could not end my heart. | 
| «hot e, Henomed be thy A aw Moe 5 
© neſs which were unlewful tobe ern men, (Jer. f. a) * 
the Lord ſhewed to me; O more th erful Age, n 
November that year, lumenting the lag off to remark His e- 
ſtate, he ſays, * Oh groſs 88 O miſerable backſlidin 
bringing ſenfible Joſs and great difcouragements! eſpecially on 
1 rere Ofhober, hen 1 had e without 
ely, man ſtrangers were 'then preſent, 4 appetite, 
and my * burſted befbre 1 ter: yet thr, O Lon. EY 
5 aſſiſt, and made me both to preach, and effectually to 
cel that thy yoke is 1 -and-eaſy. When we are yoked 
* — fide there is no indly drawing; when the burden W 
pon the houghs it is uneaſy, but Hoiſt it u and it'is lighter. FH 
Mears ſweet and ſenſible at en ending, and all (ho- 
houred be thau!) more accepted for ſome time after, than for a 
5 before; yet. Kean being ſenſible of his harm, was dli- | 
gent te his loſs; for November the 27th being 
for a private — ne Preparation, greatly kept back, and all the 
company, yet at nig t thy —_— 1 helped and held me 
p, and I felt the 3 thy yoke * Magnißed be thou for 
erer! FRO 28. e 3 . 
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= "the LU week. Were ef brag laid to 


_ F * — FR, © heart 5 
WE . 815 ( : a} EIN of thing | 
- S e e 1 the 
matter e In wreſtling we ſhould 
1 ſtrive to make uſe of the ſacrament, r  pnponrny 
2 ©" with Chriſt is ſealed up: Bleſſed be thy Majeſty ! ” _ 
422 when I get acceſs to thy Majeſty, any hore 3 ee 4 1 x hy 
« ſervices, and flies thro? them; I find it a notable hi | 


daily the covenant,” Row's Supplement, Nec 
„ a Hoon Febr. I was in ſome meaſure prepa nv rh bly 
to which I went at the ſpurs both in ſoul and body. my 
. ee Wee aſternoon, to ſtir up eee e 
55 5 P, evi. wherein thou, O Lord, my 9 . 
0 a ready ay woes,” Abd yer hear him in the ſame month bemoan. 
| himſelf thus : * Wh i is me for the — of my heart, 
1 : 1. Idle. 2. Vain. 3. Wicked. 4. Exceeding (tiff and ſtrong in 
3 F — — 
bled quickly, and made all work toge od 7 $a 
1 any find the gpol of counter poi tl 


| They fir bu | 
he ce evil of it, Did. p. 1 0 
1631. He records it as one of his experiences, 5 
| tions, done without an eye to God, are ſo leading a- 


oo —_—— and that he was troubled, if at * thoꝰ on 
Wu werk · days, he had entertained too much worldly donference, adding, 
Lord give me amends of the body of ſun; I find one luſt help a. 
1 8 4 nother; 3 Lins help. hou me OR OO 0 Shy. 


—_ 112. 

1 = © 1632. Feb. 10:Lord, thou waſt bighly fred up-in gh ſanctu- 
Dan Cary, thou baſt aſcended on high, &c. my ſoul was: in 
„„ - bleſſed be thy holy name,” Bid. p. 114. 

— 1633. April alt. be lays, My time is ſhort, 1 Ma- 


FB jeſty who gives me a mindand occaſion to be buſy. * 
do ous haſt thou been, O my Lord, chis communion- time? I wa 


- 


ber” » more afraid for it than formerly, yet, becauſe men were chak 


IF ' © lenging thy work and workmen, my ſoul claimed” the greater 

E 3 © 488 to thee, and expected the greater help from thy Majeſty.— 
WS Sabbath I was in greater fear, by reaſon of the former af. 
A © fftance, -for ſo ordinarily have I been exerciſed with temptations MW - 
of that kind, but never ſpoke I ſo in publick as that ay. ON / 
Ls - £ what melting in the e with great liberty, and what zeal | 


e a0 of God? And upon Mon 
1 a * 3 had . upon, and 
4 * being 2 275 29. * * YE 005 
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heart; "pit 5 the end of every month the notes 3 
thereof were peruſed, and at | the! end of the year Ke. | 


__ taken of the Whole. 


By this ſtrict courſe'l perctived Tame new ebhrüg⸗ 5 


| tion to ariſe; whereat Fwas not a little afflicted, ha- 
ving before thought that the diſcovery made to me of 
the riches and fulneſs of grace in Chriſt ſhould have 


reached farther without any ſtop. Thus was L again put 


to a ſtand, and made with great ſorrow for my ſhort- - 
coming, to wonder how I could obtain a favourable. 

. ontgate 3.- Sometimes 1 thought that deeper humilia- 
tion, for not impr proving a iſcovered Chriſt, would 
clear the way to me, and, at other times, T thought | 


of more diligence in the practice of religious duties; 
and that tho“ ordinary diligence did not carry the 
matter, extraordinary would do it; but fil T miſſed 
m expectation. jd 

While I was thug F lene I2 abr great oracle, The 
ful Hull live "by faith, fopnded loud in my cars, and 


8 me on 6 new ſearch of the ſerlptutes, Where 
find great welght laid upon that grace, both in 


. 1 5 aſſurance of our juſtification, and in 


making rogreſs in ſanctiſication; yet I was not ſa- 


tisſied with our div ines, who commonly deſcribed ra- 


ther the high degrees and effects of that grace, at- 


tainable in this life, than the natyre of it; So I went 
about, inquiring for light, till Mr, Ezekiel Curvel. 


| weel's-Treati/e o Faith came out; and bis notions of 


faith being the fäme with what are ſince publiſhed by 


the. Weſtminſter aſembly, ] Was thereby much ſatisfied 
and confirmed. 


By this ſtudy of the nature of precious faith, and 
1 
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O chat a/ ſtrange megmsg os, nog the 

bundance of tears were ſhed. Lord 
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were much deluded in their way of believing; and 
that not only do papiſts err, who place faith in an 
implieit aſſent to the truth which they know not, and 
that is it better defined by, ignorance than by know- 
lege, (a way of believing very ſuitable to Antichriſt's 
ſlaves, who are led by the noſe they know not whi- 
ther) but alſo ſecure proteſtants, who, abuſing the 
deſcription of old given of faith, ſay, that it implies 
an alles knowlege in the perſon who believes, of 
the love of God in Chriſt to him in particular. This 
aſſurance is no doubt, attainable, and many believ- 
ers do comfortably enjoy the ſame, as our divines 
prove unanſwerably againſt the popiſh doctors, who 
maintain the neceſſity of perpetual doubting, and 
miſcall comfortable aſſurance as the proteſtants pre- 
ſumption: But notwithſtanding that comfortable aſ- 
ſüurance doth ordinarily accompany a high degree of 
faith, yet that aſſurance is not to be found in all the 


— 


degrees of ſaving faith; fo that, by not adverting to 
_ © this diſtinction, nie ar. ſound bellevess 
who have received Jeſus Chriſt, and reſted on him as 
- he is offered to them, in the word, haye been much 
_ > puzzled, as if they were not believers at all. On the 
other hand, many ſecure and impenitent ſinners, who 
have not yet believed the Lord's holineſs and abhor- 
rence of ſin, nor their own ruined ſtate andicondi- 
tion, do, from ſelf-loye, imagine, without any war- 
rant of the word, that they are beloved of God, and 


that the foreſaid deſeription of faith agrees well to 
Secondly, T perceived that many who make a right 
uſe of faith, in order to attain to the knowlege of 
their juſtification, make no direct uſe thereof in order 
to ſanctification; and that the living of the juſt by 
faith reached farther than I formerly conceived, and 
that the heart is purified by faith. If any ſay, Why 
did I not know that precious ſaith, being a grace, is 
not only a part of our holineſs, but does promote o- 
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ther pirts of kolneſß? I aner, That 1 did een 


— 


know this, and made uſe of faith as a motive to ſtir 


me up to holineſs, according to the apoltle's exhor- 


tation, Having therefore theſe promiſes, let us cleanſe 


ourſelues from all filibineſt of the fleſh and ſpirit, per- 


7 fetting holineſ3 in the fear of the Lord. But I had not 


before that learned to make uſe of faith as a mean 


and inſtrument to draw holineſs out of Chriſt, tho” it 


may be I had both heard and ſpoken that by way of 


a a tranſient notion; but then 1 learned to purpoſe, 
that they who receive forgiveneſs of fins are ſancti- 
. fied thro' faith in Chriſt, as our glorious Saviour 


taught the apoſtle Paul, Acts xxvi. 18, Then I ſaw 


that it was no wonder tho” my not making uſe of 


faith for ſanctiſication, as hath been ſaid, occaſioned 
an obſtruction in the progreſs of holineſs ; and I per- 
ceived, that making uſe of Chriſt for ſan&ification, 


out of him, was like one'ſeeking water out of a dee 


well without a long cord to let down the bucket anc 


draw it up again, or like a child that opens the mouth 


to the breaſt, but does not lay the tongue about the 

top of it, ſo that the milk doth rather run into the 
mouth than that there is kindly ſucking. Then was 
I like one that came to the ſtore-houſe, but got my 


proviſion 'reached to me, as it were, thro* a window. 
I had come to the houſe of mercy, but had not found 


the right door; but by this diſcovery I found a pa- 
tent doom, at which to go in and receive proviſion and. 
furniture from Chriſt Jeſus. - Thus the bleſſed Lord 


trained me ſtep by ſtep, ones ing, many difficulties to 


ariſe, that more light from himſelf might flow in. 
1 hoped then to make better progreſs with leſs / 
ſtumbling, yet ſhortly after I met with another diffi- 
culty, and, wondering what diſcovery would next 
clear the way, I found "that the ſpirit of holineſs, 
whoſe immediate and proper work was to ſanctify, 


had. been flighted. and thereby grieved; for tho“ 


te, the 
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the Holy Spirit had been teaching, and I had been 
ſßeaking of him and to him frequently, and ſeek- 
ing the out- pouring thereof, and urging others 
to ſeek the ſame, yet that diſcovery appeared to me 
a new practical leſſon; and ſo 4 laboured more 
to cheriſh, and not quench the Holy Spirit, praying 
to be led into all truth, according to the ſcriptures, by 
| that bleſſed guide; and that by that heavenly com- 
li forter I might be encouraged in all troubles, and 
72255 up thereby in ſtrong aſſurance of my intereſt in 
„„ ff AT gr 0M. 
About that time the Lord did ſet me on work to 
' ſtir up the ſtudents. who were under my diſcipline 
meli to ſtudy. piety, and to be diligent in ſecret 
ſeeking of the Lord, and my endeavours this way 
were graciouſly bleſſed to ſeveral of them. 


* 


But then, the teaching of philoſophy became 


* 


WS. 


I : 


irkſom to me, and was as ſand betwixt my teeth. 
J began to think that reading and meditating on phi- 
loſophick notions, and teaching the ſame, was a great- 
er hindrance to piety and holineſs than handy labour 
could poſſibly be, becauſe in the one the mind was leſt 
free to contemplate on the divine Majeſty and holy 
duties, which could nat be ſo eaſily attained in the o- 
ther, Nevertheleſs I durſt not lack my diligence in 
ünſtructing the youth; and my prejudice at that em - 
FE > 3 was not a little mitigated with the conſi - 
deration, that diligence in the meaneſt lawful calling 
is ſervice acceptable to God, when conſciogably per- 
formed, according to that of the apoſtle, CG), iii. 23, 
c. 2dly, I was taught to intermix. holy ejacula- 
tions to God with all my ſtudies and teaching of 
= philoſophy. And, 34h, I had acceſs alſo to teach the 
grounds, and e ee and ſo 1 
ot the reſt of my time and labour there (which con- 
|  tinued but for a ſhort while thereafter) comfortably 
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Aſter Perth Aricles were ratified,: (1621) Mneel- © FI 
ing at the communion. was ſtrictiy urged; Many 
faithful: miniſters were depoſed from the miniſiꝶ for 
not practiſing the articles, amongſt whom were Mr. 
Henry Blyth at Holy-rood-houſe, Mr. Richard Dickſon at 
Weſt-kirk, Mr. David Forreſt at Leith, and My. David 
Dick/on at Irvine: and at ww kneeling in time f, 
receiving the elements was ſo hardly preſſed, chat 
archbiſhop Law removed from the Lord's table ſomem 
ſtudents, tho! well known to be godly young men 
With this conduct Trochrigg, the principal of the © 
college, having been much offended, went, with the "i 
other maſters of the-univerſity, to the bifhop's lodg- 
ing, where he freely admoniſned and reproved him 
for driving ſo many from the table, whom doubtleſs 
Chriſt made welcome; adding, that the table was not 
his, but Chriſt's, and yet he had dealt as imperiouſn 
as if removing his horſe-boys from the by- boar. 
The archbiſnop was fo incenſed with this admonition, 
that his paſſion hindered his expreſſion for ſome ſpace; 
and ſo ſoon as he recovered himſelf, he vented his in? 
dignatidn in very high words, and in end he extolled 
Perth aſſembly, where thoſe articles were concluded; 
alledging that all their concluſions proceeded upon 
weighty grounds. Upon this I was obliged (none f 
the 3 having been preſent at that aſſembly) to re- 
mind him that the moderator of that meeting ſaid 
openly, in time of the diſputation, that hebe articles 
ſhould be tareied neither -by arguments nor voices; and 
that tho" no others were. for it than them, (the biſhops) 
with the king's commiſſioner, they would conclude 'the 
ſame. The archbiſhop denied not that it was true 
which I faid, yet he poured out his indignation a- 
gainſt me in very injurious expreſſions; and.-tho', &k q³èl 
after this, he ſpared not to com | ode pong „ 
jond the Het when I was preſented to any. _. * 
AY charge, he oppoſed the ſame- notwithſtanding he at- 
x empted nothing againſt me till after Trochrigg 2 


2 


— 


| 3 
Aured from the college, (for that ſhining light, finding 
it impoſſible to fit in Rome and ſtrive with the pope, 
thought proper, for peace ſake, to yield up his charge 
there in winter 1621-2.) but after that, doctor Ca- 
moeron having been put into his place, that learned man 
made the archbiſhop ſtill the more my enemy; but 
before I ſet forth the particulars of this matter, it will 
be neceſſary firſt to relate what it was did irri- 
ate him againſt me. Dr. Cameron having been called 
home from France by king James, and ſettled prin- 
cipal of the college of Glaſgou, of purpoſe that he 
might bring that univerſity to conform to Perth Ar- 
ticles,” finding, after ſome endeavpurs uſed, to gain 
the other regents, that his chief difficulty lay in per- 
ſuading me, he ſet all his art on work to attract me; 
and hearing that I intended a journey to viſit the 
faithful ſervants of Chriſt who were confined in the 
north by the high-commiſſion court,” and ſuſpecting 
that his work would be the harder if I had once 
made that viſit, he would needs accompany me, as 
he pretended, tho' 1 afterward learned he intended 
only a viſit to the doctors of Aberdeen ; but J having 
been, beforeband, engaged to go north with ſome 
people from Edinburgh, this afforded me a plauſible 
excuſe for not going with him; - however, when I 
came to Edinburgh, the company I had made a tryſt 
with were in providence hindered from going at 
that time; yet I found” other and very unexpected 
A ,company, and ſweet paſſages of divine providence, 
and my ſpirit was much refreſhed with the obſervation 
of the Lord's conduct from day to dayx 


When I went north, the fellowſhip of the ſufferers, 
eſpecially of Mr. David Dickſon confined at Turrif, and 

of Mr. Robert Bruce who was now for the ſecond time 
confined at [nverneſs, did admirably: tefreſſi me. This 
old, venerable and heroick man, conſidering I had i 
eome ſo far on his account, it being computed near . 
110 miles betwixt Gl/a/zow and [nyerneſ5, did impart 
| : ; "IT ; 5 to 


* 


Fa ** 
to me the moſt remarkable paſſages of his life, and, | 
that he might be the Jeſs liable to forget the ſame, 


he had committed: them to writing, and they, toge-, 


ther with ſome valuable letters to and from him, 
made a pretty large volume: In general, I remem- 


ber that he had therein narrated what ſad and fp ; 


exerciſe his ſoul had met with both before an 
after his entry to the miniſtry at Edinburgh, (how. 


that for three years ſpace he was ſo aſſa ted with - 


temptations, that during all that time he never ſaid 
My Gon but*his conſcience challenged him ſor the 
ſame)- and ſome of the ſtrong conſolations where · 
with the Lord had comforted him, among which, 
two moſt. 1 were .youchſaſed bim velore be 


— 


15 to icht Bim 4 vis, own houſe i in Carrick. ... © 
Some time after this I learned that theſe my vi- 
ſits gave offence to the promoters of der So 
and ; particularly, . thro? doctor Cameron's ignorance 
that it was my cuſtom in vacation time to viſit gra- 
cious miniſters and eminent chriſtians, that by their _ 
conference and fellowſhip I might be furthered in 
the good. ways of the Lord, he became ſuſpicious that 


I was-negotiating ſome plot among the ſuffering mi- 


niſters, in oppoſition to the innovations which had 
lately crept into the church of Scotland. 

The vacation being ended doctor . beben 
his prelections, Aich J attended, and took notes. 
oy thing Ljudged material, and, in hjs private diſs 
cour oy he tha MORE me to is. 1% 


"4 
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« articler of Pirth ;/ but 1 anfwered his es 
_ with as much diſcretion as 1 could, by ſo hat We 


parted good friends for a conſiderable r 
About that time came to my hand the hiſtory 


and acts of the famous ſynod of Dort, to ether with 


the writes of the "Belgick Re e, all Which 1 


Fer ed diligentl 45 in wy, ä 1 fo Mich 
0 : 


e rather, that 


the odor ip © bur "police diſputes which de had 
a'p 


weekly, an 
Very 2 would* reſolve” all my ber 
on ike fubjeRt but 1 ſoon four n 

F t Frikch ſtudent, Who a 
8 Frotland, having for theſes: maintained that election 


did proceed” upon "foreſeen faith, and it having been 


laid on me*to oppugn the ſame, I had not proceeded 
fur, wfien the doftor, who was preſes of that meeting, 
did bewray a byaſs to the fide of his theologue. 


This unexpected encounter ſurpriſed me greatly 8355 


I was at à fen plus what to do, beeauſe I ſu 
the diſpute in Hand had Siven them to 5 

they had done, rather for argument's ſake than u 
it a fixed judgment; and I was afraid leaſt my 


_ Sppoling them too mach might make” them reſolute | 
and fixed on that point, ay therefore I did not an- 


fer directly to the point in hand, but contented my 

felf with reminding my antagoniſf, that the Food « of 
Dort Rad Hately determined contrary to what he aſ- 

ſetted. Upon this the preſes gave me the lie; and, 


calling for my proof, I was obliged either to take 


with his charge, or to diſpute, which I undertook, 


auch continued till the tolling of the dell ag diſſolve 


1 * Tr) *? 1 FI "7 * 
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the meetin | 
"Many" of ma adele, bebe bet elent on chat 
ecallon, different reports of hat paſſed: were quick - 
ubrodd) ſome affirming that doktor Cameron 
auc His ac NT maintained a point of 


Arie aniſm, 


my miſtakes! 


ccompanied the doctor 


1 


'S 
3 
7 
d 
4 
* 
d 
Ne 


ged to diſpute again, | but, fearing that might tend 
I To I: declined! the fame 


off, but, finding my antagoniſt would neither direct- . | 


Hhazar 
language againſt me as an unfair reaſoner; 3 
upon I made as if I were to leave them, ſaying, I 
vill not diſpute contentiouſſy. But the preſes not wi Hine 3 
to let me part ſo, framed this dilemma for me, Ei- 
ther yon have charged us with contention, which were 

© a proof of your arrogance, or yourſelf, which would 
be an evidence of an evil conſeience. To which. I 
aonſwered, Sir, ny ſpeech neitber charged 'you nor 1] 
ſelf with contention, but I endeavoured, by yielding, o 


t 


bbc by the Fynod 0 of Do: and 


. that I had only charged them with, having 


done ſo; which, coming to the doctor's cars did aug- 
ment bis wrath, and made him 1 — 


amends of me. 


: Wherefor, againſt. next mating, 1 Was challas- | 


to no good purpoſe, by till a 


— 
7 


I. : 
d 


young gentleman, a ſtudent, came to mt in the 
name of his fellows, and told me that the preſes 
would give them no other theſes till I. diſputed the 


former, and that they were much grieved at my aver- 


ſion to gratify them : By which, and the like motives, 


he. * me ſo vehemently that I yielded to diſpute. w— 
: the time came for this new encounter Fi 
proceeded: in the argument where we formerly left | 


y defend nor retract what he had formerly ſaid, . 


| 8 needful, both for the ſatisfadtion of others 
pftefent, who were more numerous than welcome, . 
and that I might bring the defendant to a point, to re- 
ſume the ate. of the queſtion, and the argymonrs "2 
| which had been adyanced: On both ſides. FO TT TOM | | 


This rehearſal did much diſpleaſe the doctor, who : 
— bis theologue in the mire, and himſelf in 
of being beſmeared, burſted out in opprobrious 


prevent the occaſion thereof. My anſwer was cormen- - 


ded by the auditots, but the preſes was otherwiſe | 
pe, and vented himſelf in very. injurious: and g 


3 een, 


1 "= 


the doctor ſhewed againſt me, t 


b . . 


menseing words againſt me, wherewith” Me. Robert 
and miniſter of the 


. "Scot, rectör of the univerſity, 
195 bigh-church, was much oifended, and poblickly re- 
proved him. 

That grave man haviag, py bis reprovl, thrown 


2 water upon the flame, one of the French ſtudents of- 


fered to revive the diſpute, but he was ſoon een to 
silence, and the meeting broke up, | + 

Alfter the principal and regents had coroyed the rec- 

tor to the out- gate of the college, I ſtayed behind for a 
little ſpace, Kal. 

- who were with him, to tell me ingeniouſſy, while the 
matter was recent in their memory, whether I had 
given any juſt cauſe for that great indignation which 

anſwered, with 

one conſent, that, to the beſt of their obſervation, 1 
had given him none. One of them added that fo great 
wrath did bode a ſtorm, and he judged rightly ; 
' fof the doctor, having miſſed his aim in perſuading me 
to conform to Perth articles, reckoning himſelf alſo 
affronted in our conference, and being poſſeſſed of as 
. *ſtrong paſſions as parts, could not contain his hu- 
mor from violent outbreaking againſt me, which ſoon 
determined me to demit my office. 


-1 However this I did not immediately, for, a. 


Anfluence of Mr; James Roberton my ee colleague, 
an agreement was in appearance made betwixt 
the doctor and me, ban fe Jonal”'s ond; it was 
of ſhort continuance; for, in a meeting of the mode- 
rators = the univerſity, the dean of faculty having 
"aſked, if, at any time before this age, the obſervation 
of the day of - Chriſt's nativity was queſtioned i in the 
- chriſtian ng the doctor anfwered in the nega- 
tive, and, pretending the authority. of Auguſtine in 
his epiſtle to 74nuarius, he affirme that it was kept 
thro? the whole wortd. | 
1 having lately read that lane and joaging it my 


duty to detect the * of this 3 ſo baldly 


- uttered 


© 


= 


having intreated the rector, and thoſe 


— in e of a ſapetfiigous f rite, defide- 5 "of 7 


. my ruin; for, in a few days aſter, I having gone 


days of Tule, the doctor den one John Gordner, 


| cerpted, and brought to Mr. Cameron, which-he pre- 1 
and an oath of ſecrecy exacted from them,; but one of 


and adviſed me to make my eſcape; - 1 but I abhorred 


and the Lord eſtabliſned my heart with confidence. 
that he. would clear 1 m gy, 00 Whereupon I pre- 
. a uritten * gv, an | 


« 
. 


2 "rt: 43 * 


rated proof of Auguſtine's opinion. Upon this Mrs 
Cameron, of whom it was ſaid that he knew not what 
it was to forget, had recourſe to the book, and, 
after ſumbling ſome time with it, (ſome of the com- 
pany looking upon me all the time, as the barbar - 
ans did upon Paul when the viper faſtened on his 
hand) was obliged. to throw it aſide, ſaying, 7 on- 
der that St. Auguſtine did forget thi © 1 
This affront added new fuel to the lame, * x 
tho' he concealed his wrath at that time, his ma- 
lice was ſecretly —__ in endeayouring to work 


out of town to avoid. diſp putes during the abuſed 


who, of all that had been my ſtudents, Ioved me leaſt, 
to ſearch. my dictates on Ar iotle s ethicks and poli- 
ticks, and to bring him whatever he could find, either 
of magiſtrates, laws or obedience +. + 

Some paſſages capable of wredling n ex- 


ſented to the archbiſhop, and, to accompliſn this plot | 


the better, three or fobr more were drawn into it, 


them, being ſtruck with a ſtrong renate for his ac- et 
ceſſion thereto, ſeat me information of the whole, 


that motion, as calculated for betraying my innocence, 


8 a publicg 
1 Rags : 2 hearing 

Not 3 Nn a was hed for ſtealing . 

a> and 2 2 in the Bangaru; « app which he made his 


eſcape, leaving a'paper, which was ſent by a friend to Mr. Plat 


then in Lyeland, bearing, That the jud ment of God wen upon bim-ever 
fince that AN whereon ed fen on f. * 


nn. 


_ - * "FP 
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N PT hat requeſt being granted, I anſwered fo con- 
= Fvincingly,:that all preſent profeſſed their entire ſa- 
ttitisfaction with me; yea, one of the city-miniſters, 
who had been influenced againſt me, faid, in the face 
|»  -of che meeting, Would to God ling James hai been 
pPreſent, and heard what anſwers that man hath givei. 
The archbiſhop alſo having wrote to the king con- 
cerning me, which letter he ſhewed to me before he 
ſent it away, an anſwer was returned by my lord 
Alexander, who, as having been my ſcholar, uſed his 
_ - Intereſt for me, that the king ſaw no cauſe to be of- 
Fended' with me. Afterward the archbiſop wrote 
to my brother at Dumbarton to diſſuade me ftem go- 
ing out of the country, and promiſed that T ſhould 
be placed in a conſiderable charge; and Dr. Cameron 
likewiſe importuned me, with ſeeming earneſtneſs, 
i _- Not to give up my charge: But, being naw weary of 
__ , - teaching philoſophy, and truſting little to the fair 
. - Promiſes which were made to me, I demitted m 
place in that univerſity, to the great grief of the moſt 
of my fellow-regents and ſtudents, and the good 
people of Glaſgou, who were pleaſed to encourage 
me with their teftimony ; for the praiſe of worthy . 
perſons, which at other times may be the occaſion of 
2u dangerous temptation, is very comfortable in a 


-h 
Ons 


| time of trouble and reproach, - g 
| _ -— :Andtho'this piece of my tryal took. its riſe wholly 
from Dr. Cameron, yet, before I left the town, I went 
do his chamber, and peaceably took: my leave of him, 
and, as long as he lived, I made conſcience to pray for 
him, that his great giſts might be uſeful to the church 
of God, fearing, if 1 had omitted this, leſt 1 had 
been left to harbour ſpleen in my breaſt. 


— . 


C 1 Notwithſtanding the calumny of anti- monarcbical 
and diſloyal principles was thus clearly wiped away, 
| yet, that a blow might be reached to the famous aſ- 


 ſembly. which, Tat-at\Gloſgow 


| beloved. of many gracious' people thro" the: fn 
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reproach, with this addition, that 1 was expelled the _ 


college of Glaſgow: on that account; but, by the 
ruling-elder, having heard a ſurmiſe of my ſtory, 1 


did openly defire to be ſatisfied concerning it, which 


be ſoon obtained; ſor I, having been a member of 


that aſſembly, and in the place where/that calumny 


took its riſe, and Mr. Robert Baillie and Mr. Ges 


Tong, who were witneſſes to that whole boffgeft, be- 


ing preſent, I, and theſe two brethren, did full) fa. 
_ tisfy the aſſembly of the injuſtiee of my aceuſers, and, 


which is much more, Dr. Baſcariqual dean of Dur- 


when I was at London ſometime after that, intreating 


a meeting with me, and promiſing to ſatisfy me con- 
cerning that mĩſrepreſentation, and to tell me his in · 


former. But I returned for anſwer, that his book 


was under the conſideration of the commiſſioners of 


both kingdoms, who, T doubted not, would do me 


juſtice among others, and therefore I could not make 
any tranſaction with him for my own private ſa 


tisfactioon 


But, to return to the hiſtory of my trouble at Ce 
gow, that which afflicted me moſt was, that I being W 


0 


knew they would be grieved on my account, Toink 
for my trouble, and others ſof fear ſeſt I had given 


pecaſion for that imputation: Alas | even when ur 
+ ſeem to be prepared for ſuffering, how far are we 
from it? When the Lord ſees meet to ſuffer pain, 


loſs, and eſpecially reproach, to touch us, innocence. 
and integrity themſelves are ſometimes overwhelm 


but, When he brings trouble on bis own, he will Use 


it iſſue in their ſanctiſication, and will have them, as 


A 


* 


bam, wha penned 7. he large Dettaration, ſent to me; io 


: [ 
. 


— 


it was with the apoſtle Paw (2 Cor. i. r, Bog pref . 
1 N | a - | . ; * a | : 


d. lat al Gloſzow nnd 1678.” for n 
porting me to Ste Andrews, the author of the bon ß; 
called The large Dettur ation, thought ſit to revive th 
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eu of neuſure, and above their ſtrength, that they may 
learn not to truſt in themſelves, but in God who quicken- 
1b the dead, Was the choſen veſſel, that had carried 
' the name of Chriſt ſo long, and with ſo great fucceſs, 
in need of learning, not to truſt in himſelf, but in the 
‚ living God, and behoved he to be preſſed beyond 
any ſtock of grace he had received, how then can 
Faoounger apprentices think themſelves hardly dealt 
With, when thex are fo uſed under their tryals? They 
need not wonder if all their gifts, graces, experiences 
and conſolations, not only ſhrink, but even fink un · 
der them, when they offer to rely thereon, The 
Lord, in love to the ſouls of his 1 will not 
endure that piece of heart -whoriſhneſs, that gifts be 
reſted on rather than himſelf. Gifts, and examples in 
> Ogthers, and experiences in ourſelves, may be of uſe, 
| as pinnings in a wall, to encourage and advance our 
faith, ſo may alſe the diligent uſe of the means and 
_ ordinances of life, but, if they be laid in the foun- 
dation, they are out of their own place, and will be 
ſioon cruſhed with their burden. The Lord 7ehovah, 
in whom alone is power, the Father, I ſay, in his 
Son and Spirit, without partners, will be the only 
* object of our faith and hope, (P/a/m. Ixii. 2, 5, 6.) 
Hence learn, that we do not truly wait on, truſt and 
. = hope in God, when we do only exclude means and 
IP helps, outward or inward, from being the object of 
faith; and likewiſe, . that when the Lord brings his 
— ſervants under ſuch . preſſures, he intends not only ; 


; ” p 
7 . * 
* 


the xefining of their faith, which is more preci- he 
aus than gold, but, by youchſafing his ftrong con- WI 
ſolations to them, he thereby fits them to comfort o- 8 
thers, with the conſolations wherewith he hath com- 85 
J. / po nn et fig, Je 


The day I left Gloſzow, riding to Dumbarton in ſl , 
the company of Mr. Milliam Caſtlelaw 'miniſter at 
Stewarton, in whoſe: pulpit I had; often preached, I 

was ſo filed with the conſolations of the Holy Sparit, | 


W 
, . 


9 w has "what indted a my its date, 


the way, which is about ten mi iles, he and I 
the Lord's praiſe with great chearfulneſss. 
About this time I received a comfortable e 


Trochrigg. This gentleman had got a call to teach 


divinity in the univerſity of Ellinburgh, and to be one 


of the e ee 3 - but the reſort of gracious 
eminent perſons was ſo great to his 
preaching and con verſe, that the other miniſters there, 


2ople a 


eſpecially Dr. Forbes, who thereafter was made the firſt 
biſhop of Edinburgh, being moved with envy agalnſt 


him, precured an order from the king, to the town- 
council of | Edinburgh, to remove him from' that 


charge; and afterwards he was conbned o his on... 


houſe in Carrici. 


So much for'the Second. Period of my life,! W 


tho” I ſtudied np T en not more e rc 


Pe the ſame. 
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From 55 time 17 left the college of Glaſgow, fo , 5 5 
.. 16314 whin eee e at 


Bangor... PM enft 4.013 ( 
=y ; Ef . 4 ' 


L N o' 1 . — . to 15931 Ans in 
Scotland, and had an invitation, and a great 
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that 1 . not conceal my joy; and molt got * 


ES 


inclination,” to go to France, yet the ſovereign Lord, 


who hath determined the bounds of our habitation, 


thruſt me over to Ireland, altogether ee as 5 


inclination:;: and thus 70 e oh ntl 


Next day aſter I demitted my charge i in the: wo , 5 


lege of Ga gow an invitation was ſent to me from 


the lord patron of the kirk of Bangor; in 5 


the county "of Down in Ireland, to be miniſter of that 


pariſh, The bearer, Mr. James Hamilton of Kirktan- © 


that 


Ws 
a 


>, _ mercy of 


— 


Weſſeid xopmiſion ber . 
(0 Fw) * but; wha, a as: he bad Ia gen, 
0 there was a proſpect of my continuing in GClaſgow, 
do deptive that univerſity, and the good people in the 
place and neigbourhood, of my labours, he had kept 
up his orders, and begged me to have him excuſed. 
Such was my averſion to Iręiand, iat I prayed him 
d ſpeak. no more concerning it, and raſnly repelled 
| that! notion with a flat denial; telling him that 1 had 
n invitation to. arc, Wen 1 ictende d vou ts 
embrace, 15 £33 
-f) Vet, "netrjnbſtanding Shiv /precipitant aber, i | 
| as my requeſt in my daily prayer to God, that he 
would be to diſpoſe of me according to the 
good pleaſure af his will; and one day, being in 
gms IL. did find myſelf 4s. ſenſibly- rebuked as if 
ite ſtending by me had audibly ſaid, Thot, fool, art 
Taking the: 4 0 of thyſelf, not ſubmitting-to me + thou 
muſt either preach the goſpel in Ireland, or no where at 
fl, In this way I was ſeveral times rebuked, ſo-that 
I found myſelf bound in ſpirit to let my face toward 
4 voyage to Irelanu. 
Faſſing from Irvine in a fair diy, 88 870 the e⸗ 
'vching there aroſe' a contrary. wind, and I became 
very ſea-fick ; and, during this diſaſter, the tempter 
-_ _fhrewdl y objected calumnjous 3 againſt me. 
Theſe H cold not fot the pteſent and there - 
for, admitting they were true, I fied- AN to the 
— in Chriſt Jeſus ; but, when the ſtorm, 
both — and inward, was calmed, 1 found thoſe 
ob jections were moſt gtoundleſs and impudent lies. 
When I landed in Irland, ſome men parting from 
heir cups, ang all chings ſmelling bf a root called ram- 
i was confirmed againſt that land; 


5 rm travelling. towards'Zanpor,..T) met, un- 


edly;” with ſo ſweet a peace, and ſo great a joy, 
21 behoved to look thereon as my welcome thither, 
; _ retiring to TP PERO os about a mile above 
ARE , © gorge 
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proſtrated myſelf upon the graſs, to 


4 Ireland which he had been in Scotland, © © © 


. io. AA... HR as adi © 


met with trials for my non- ci v, neither pa- 


e 3 r : Cd r 8 2 x 
r Having been invited to 7 


„ thoughts of any greater family than à boy or th ta 
ve ſerve me: But on the former part of that ſpeech, 
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importing the congregation's call, I lald great weight: 
and it did contribute more to the removing of my 
- unwillingneſs to ſettle there than any thing elſe, 
© Likewiſe, the dying man did ſeyeral ways encourage 
me: He profeſſed great ſorrow for his having been a 


dean; he condemned epiſcopacy more ſtrongly than 
ever 1 durſt do; he charged me, in the name of Chriſt, 
and as I expected his bleſſing upon my miniſtry, not 
td leave that good way wherein I had begun to walk ; 
and then drawing my head towards his boſom with 
both his arms; he laid his hands 3 head, and 
haeeartily bleſſed me; Within a few days after, he died, 
and my admiſſion, was accompliſhed as quickly as 
But before J ſet forth the lame, it may not be A- 
miſs to relate in what ſtate the north of Ireland was 
at that time. The moſt part of the lands there were 
of old poſſeſſed by the Engii/h: But the civil wars in 
England, betwixt the houſes of Tork and Lancaſirr, 
F _ drew-from Ulſter (the northern province in /re/and) 
all the able men of the Engliſb nation, to aſſiſt their 
countrymen at 57 * and, in their abſence, the 
| , native Jriſb in UJſter murdered thoſe of the Engli/h 
who remained, or expelled them out of the country; 
and not only ſo, but Uſer being, for ſuppoſition, 
Ulle the thumb in the hand, which is able to hold a- 
|  gainſt the ſour fingers, the natives in Ulſter did ex- 
1 -ceedingly moleſt the Engliſh in the provinces of Lein. 
| fter, Munſter and N vhich obliged many . 
+ | - them alſo to retire out of that kingdom. 
And tho' the civil wars in England ended in the 
beginning of the reign of king Hen VII. the ſup. 
preſnon of che Trib rebels was much neglected, till 
the reign of queen Elizabeth, partly thro' inteſtine 
Sitions, | and partly thro' their wars with France 
U nah Noe bites pag do ad nay, 
- ." Yet; notwithſtanding, this happy Ne: who, in: 
- deed was a bleſſing to all the. reformed churches, oo 
7 es NE 7 muc 
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much to "TY rebellion in Ireland; he could . — 9 
fully extinguiſh” the ſame; for the Feet lee, 1 

joinin ſometimes with the Triſh rebels, and at other 54 
Wes 18 King for themſelves, the poſſeſſion af thoſe 
northern counties by Exghſþ proteſtants was much == 
obſtructed, till the acceſſion of king Foes VI. to the 
crown of Ex land. | 

For theſe reaſons, the Engh/s who inhabited thoſe | 

counties, 'poſſeffing only ſome towns and caſtles; with 
a ſmall part of the” adjacent land, the greatell Pr 
of the country lay waſte, till the acceſſion: of this 
N prince. But, after that time, the deſolate 
nd began to be inhabited, both by Engliſh and 
Scotſnen; and particularly the parts of Scotland lying 
neareſt to /re/and, knowing at what an eaſy rate the 
fertile land in L Her, &c; might be had, ſent over 
abundance of people and cattle, whereby that coun- 
try was in a'ſhort time fufficiently peopled, 

Altho“ amongſt thoſe whom divine providence aid 
end thither, there were ſeveral. perfons eminent for 
birth, education, and parts; yet the moſt part were 
ſuch as either erty, ſcandalous lives;or, atthe beſt, - 
adventurous fecking of better »mmodation;; LW 
forced thitber : ſo that the ſecurity and thriving 
religion was little ſeen to by thoſe advetiturers,* and 
the preachers were generally of the Roy complexion . 
| vith the people. 1 n 2 

But as in almoſt every genera} caſe there are fome 
exceptions, ſo there was in this: Fot in e 
the very next pariſh to Han 72 Mr. Robert Cuning- 
ham, a 705 Pi man, was ſettled before me; as Was al{ 
Mr. 5 * Kia Ze, a gracious man, at Antrim © 7 he 
Mr. Hubort, a PB and able miniſter, Who 5 
been ſertled « at. "Graigfergus, d died x little! bef dre 1 wer. 

. over. | £ CESS 
My tend zdetengt being Wade wich” Mr. cue 
of Holywood, was, comfortable to us both; and grew \ 
to ſuch e that v we eee viſited N ano- 

ther, 


tas Mg Arty” ME many * 8 and hours together i in 
Payer wn godly conference. 

But the conſideration of 2 tate of that part. of 

the country proved as water to our wine; they ha- 


- ving been generally drowned i in ignorance, ſecurity, 
and ſenſuality. 
And now to proceed to m ſettlement : " The-vil- 
| - +count of Clanniboy, (who was « felt made a knight, after- 
-- ward a viſcount, and died earl of Clanbrifſel) my 
3 noble patron, did, on my requeſt, inform biſuop 
Knox, how op Gite I was to epiſcopacy and their li- 
turgy, and had the influence to procure my admiſſion 
on eaſy and honourable terms; yet leſt his lordſhip 
had not been plain a Te clared my opinion 
1 to the biſhop at our firſt meeting, and found 
him yielding beyond my Fe He told me, 
that he wWas well i informed of my piety, and there- 
| - fore. would impoſe no conditions upon me incon- 
1 ſiſtent with my principles; only that he behoved to 
ordain me, elſe neither of us durſt be anſwerable to 
the law. I anſwered him, that his ſole ordination 
- did utterly contradict my principles: But he replied, 
both witttly and aur" Erng Whatever , 177 account of 
3 get. [ know you accaunt 4 Þres ytery to: have 
igine warrant; will yon not receive ordination. | from 
Mr. Cuningham, and the adjacent brethren, and let 
me come in among them in no ot her relation than a preſ- 
2 ? This 1 could not refuſe, 5 00d, ſo the matter 
Was performed. 

Being thus ſettled, my cha was ver great, con- 
4 1 of about ſix. miles in length, and containing 
above 1 200 perſons come to age, beſides children, who - 

50d greatly in need of inſtraQtion. . This being the 

_ caſe, 1 7 twice every week, beſide the Lord's 

day; on all which occaſions 1 found little difficulty, 
either as to matter or method. But finding ſtill: that 
this fell ſhort of reaching the deſign of a goſpel - 

OS: and that the moſt | part continued vaſtly ig- 
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norant, I ſaw the neceſſity of trying a more plain nei 
familiar way of inſtructing them; and therefore, be. 
ſides my publick preaching, I ſpent as much tine 
every week as my bodily ſtrength could hold out With, 
in exhorting and catechiſing then. 
Not long after I fell upon this method, the Lord ' 
viſited. me with a fever ; on which, ſome who hated _ 
my painfulneſs in the miaiſtry,faid ſcoffingly, that they 
knew I could not hold outas I began, But in alittle — 
ſpace, it pleaſed the Lord to raiſe me up again, ang 
he enabled me to continue that method the whole 
to. go thro' a whole, book or chapter, but to make 
choice of ſome paſſages which held forth malt im- 
portant beads of religion, and to cloſe this courſe 
with one ſermon of heaven's glory, und another f 
hell- torments: But when 1 came to meditate on 
theſe two ſubjects, I was the whole day held in great 
perplexity, and could neither fix upon matter or me- 
thod till night; when, after ttt, for my difor= 4} 
der, the Lord, in great pity, brought both matter 


and method to, my mind, which remained with me 
till T delivered the ſame in public. 
With theſe diſcourſes the people were much aer?! 
ted; and my learned and judicious patrop'"intreated, 
that the next Lord 's-day I would repeat *the'fame 
again, altering my order, and ſpeaking of that in 
the forenoon, (when the people whorhved at a great 2 
diſtance were preſent) which formerly I delivered inan 
the. afternoon But after hearing the difficulty T bad 4 
in ſtudying them, and that I had nothing in writ of 
that which flawed to me in time of delivery, for fl: 
luſtrating and explaining my general heads, he accepted” _ 
About ibis ute I inet with 4 notyble Aeli > ©: 
which ought never to be ſargotien :- For i Wl - 4 
2 high houſe at the end of the town, till à EIN - = 
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ilt for me, and 3 far To late at my godies, 
| candle was done, and calling to my land- 
4 tht my, another, ſhe went to bring one from the 

room under which 1 lay ; When, to her aſtoniſhment, 
a joiſt which went under my bed, had taken fire. 


Had 1, as uſual, been aſleep at that time, the conſe. 


uences 5 in all probability, have been dreadful 
= the moſt part of 14.0 town, * well 4s to me; for 
the wind blew ſtrong from the north, and the houſe | 
ſtood ppon the north end of the town. But by the 
timedus alarm given, this miſery was prevented. For 
learning that the ſame was occaſioned by an hearth- 
fire, which had gong Arora the bricks, and ſeized. 
on a. joilt, I immediately 127 up the bricks, and, 
with my land-lady's help, extinguiſhed the Gre, = 
\  *Fhanks 283 — the Ar” for this great deliverance. 
+, The firlt fit [di ede the facrament: of the © 
orderly; on, this account, NM \ Ul patron and 
His lady would communicate kneeli ans ; and even after 
reaſoning, his lardſhi continued Wanss ſo that 
I parted from him 17 ſorrow, and reſolved to de- 
lay that work until another time, But his Jordſhip 
5 remembring that his pew z joined to the upper, end of 
3 the table, and was ſo incloſed, that only one's head 
cauld be diſcerned in it, he promiſed not to kneel; on 
n e the elements within bis vom 


7 or peace 1 1 ralkly'5 ielded to this de; but 
was ſo. much diſcompoſed bs it next day, that when 
I came to the publick, I was Yor half an hour ſ6 much 

"deſerted of . that 1 was about to give over the 
| work of that day.. . But, the Lord, in great mercy, 

© _ pitied and helped me: For preaching upon the words 
Of the inſtitution, 1 Cor. $i. and handling theſe words, 

es, B cup ic the new-teſtament in my. bload ; as ſoon, as I 
began to diſcourſe of that new covenant or teſtament, 
by found hight and. $1 Howing i in * wy a: en- 
N arging 
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profeſſed their great ſa 
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larging! it, ry opening my mouk to fp eak with com- 


fort aud courage ; and with this aſſiſtance I went th 


the table, and adminiſtred the ſacrament. The acti- 


on being ended, my, patron, and eſpecially his lady; 

4 3d | any Bi wi chat day: 's >] | 
vice, and proved wy, moſt tender de real elend 
ever after. 

Another memorable b of divine prividenes | 
occurred in the ſecond year of my 3 The 25 
was very great, but the ves pron Ard e- 
ſpecially in my pariſh, for the ſoil being moſt! 
clay, the harveſt was generally later by ten or es : 
days, than in the neighbourhood ;/ and there having 


been conſtant rains for the fpace of a month, the 


whole corns were growing almoſt a finger. length, 
and in the utmoſt hazard of periſhing In this de. 
plorable ſituation, we relolved folemnly, by by humili - 
ation and faſting, to beſeech the Lord to avert the 
threatned famine. When the da came, it "rained 
heavily from morning till night; To that the Lord 
ſeemed to be thruſting out our prayers from him : 


But that ſame night, he ſent a mighty wind, which 


did fully dry the corns, and checked che growing; an 
this wind continuing to blow fair for two days, the 
people ceaſed neither night nor . till the. whole . 


corns were got in WF 
During two days, I, and two e | 
miniſters” were continuin * an 


thankſgiving to che Lord or this reat m 


viſe heritor, and whole poſſeſſors of theſe lan = 
ſo ſenſible of it, that they alſo gave glory to che 1354 
ſor hearing our prayers, and proving our help in 


time of ſo great need; and this notable act of divine 


providence prevailed Vith very many, beſides their 


ſecret prayer, to ſet up the worſhip of God in their 


ſamilies, a duty which 1 had been formerly in 


cating oſten upon them, Wer ine N 
ee ow arr de: now. r 
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ing to ſow his tares, and to perſuade ſome, that 
whatever ailed them, their children, or ſubſtance, 
_ . there was no need of uſing any other mean but pray- 
er. This I learned by conſulting a devout man 
(hom I knew to be ſkilled) concerning my horſe, 
which was ſeized with ſome diſtemper; for he, taking 

me aſide, told me, that I needed only te go to my 
cloſet; and 2 for him, and he ſhould be well. But 
after ſome difficulty, I detected this error as a temp- 
The knowledge of God increaſing amongſt that 
people, and the ordinance of Paine precious 
Lord did proſper in 


N or | prayer 
in their eyes, the work of the 
the place; and in this we were much encouraged, 


both by the aſſiſtance of holy. Mr. Cuning han, 
and by the good example of his little pariſh'of Hoh- 
wood For knowing that diverlity of gifts is enter- 
taining to thé hegrers, he and I did frequently 
preach for one another; and we alſo agreed to cele- 
© brate the ſacrament of the Lord's-ſupper_ four times 
in each of our congregations. annually ; fo that thoſe 
in both pariſhes who were thriving in teligion, did 
© communicate together on all theſe occaſions. ' 
About this time, Mr. Janes Hamilton, nephew to 
the viſcount of Clannibyy, a learned youth f, proſper- 
| ing greatly under thoſe means of grace, Mr. Cun- 
ing ham and I entered him on trials for the mini- 
try; and being ſatisfied with his gifts, I invited him 
to preach in my pulpit in his uncle's heating, who, 
till then knew nothing of this matter: For Mr. Ha- 
milton having till then been his uncle's chamber lain 
and chief manager of his affairs, we were Wy the 
) ata i ne ne -._ _ -.. vacount 
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1638. from whence be was aſterwurd tranſported to Zdinburgh, but 
after the fearful change in the 2660, he was cjected by. the privy: 
eenncil. Living/ion's Charatferiſticis, p. 33, 
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viſcount would not part with ſo faithful a ſervant; 
but he having once heard his nephew, did put more 
reſpect upon him than ever before, Shortly thereafter, 
Mr. Hamilton was ordained to the holy miniſtry at 
Balwater; where he was both diligent and ſucceſsſul: 

eſpouſe epiſcopacy, and might eaſily have obtained 
promotion in that way; yet the Lord did graciouſly 
preſerve him from being inſnared with thoſe baits, 
and made him very inſtrumental in promoting his 


voin tee 4 „ 
4 But now to return to the hiſtory of my own mini- 
ö ſtry : My heart having, when I firſt celebrated the 
5 Lord's ſupper, been lifted up in ſpeaking of the 
» new covenant, I reſolved, in the view of adminiſtra- 
, ting that ordinance a ſecond time, to go back to the 
= fame inexhauſtible ſource of conſolation, For that 
7 purpoſe, I ſet ſeriouſly about the ſtudy thereof; aud 
5 coming over to Scotland about that time *, I received 
2 no ſmall aſſiſtance in it from Mr. David Dick/on ; W u- 


was reſtored to his flock at Hine, and was ſtudying 
5 and preaching on the ſame ſubjec e. 
id WM. Waile che Lord was dealing thus graciouſly with 
me, and the people to whom he ſent me, the murderer 
Satan ſtirred up a wicked man, the chief conſtable of 
the pariſh, to ſtab me. One day, when I was ob- 
ſerving a family-faſt, this man came to my houſe, _ 
with a tenant of his, who hada child to be baptized. 
After Thad examined the parent, and inſtructed and 
exhorted him as I judged neceſſary, (as was ever mx 

777 a As _ cuſtom), _ 


_ * Tt ſeems to have been at this time, that Mr. Blair married his 
firſt wife, Beatrix Hamilton, a very gracious, modeſt, and wiſe woman, 
deſcended from the family of Barduie. She had three ſiſters, all of - © - 
them excellent, wiſe; and prudent women, . viz. Marion, who was 
married to Bartholomew Fleming merchant in Edinburgh ; Beſſie, mar- 
ried to Mr. Richard Dickſon miniſter, firſt at Weſtkrrh, afterward at 
Kinniel; and Barbara, wife to John Mien merchant in Edinburgh, -. + 
Supplement. p. 99. e . 
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cuſtom), his maſter ſent him away . and, ſtaying be- 


Hind, he wanted to ſpeak to me by myſelf. When 1 
looked to him, his eyes appeared herce and flery ; yet 
I yielded to his motion; and conducting him into 
the kirk, he fell a«trembling, and became ſpeechleſs, 


I defired him to ſit down; but his trembling increaſed, 


fo that he was in hazard, had IL not held my arms a- 
bout him, of falling out of his ſeat. At laſt the trem- 
bling abated ; and when he recovered his ſpeech, 
he told me, that the devil had, at different times, 
appeared to him, and tempted him to commit mur- 
der, and promiſed to reward him largely, with this 
further aſſurance, that the better the perſons he 


- ſhould kill were, the ſervice would be the more ac- 
ceptable; and that Satan's ſuggeſtions had preyailed 


fo far with him, that his hanger had been ſeveral 
times drawn, and carried under his cloak (as'it then 
| was) for that purpoſe; but that an inviſible power 
did ſtill prevent him: And then he again fell a trem- 
bling, and crying lamentably. I endeavoured, as 


the Lord enabled, to exhort and inſtruct him; and | 


ſo we parted for that time. TT 4 Wy 8 
About two weeks after, I was ſent for to ſee the 
fame man, then confined to his bed; at which time 


he told me, that the night before, as he was return 
ing home, the devil appeared to him again, and 
challenged him for opening to me what had paſſed” 
betwixt them; claiming him as his, and. pulling the 


.cap off his head, and the band from about his neck ; 
adding, that on Hallow-evening he ſhould have him 


_ Foul and body, in ſpite of the -miniſter, and all who | 


would oppoſe him, The man's wife alſo concur- 
red with him, as to. the diſorder, confuſion, and ter- 
ror he was in when he entered his houſe. And he re - 
þ wg me, for Chriſt's ſake, to be with him againſt 
t 


e time that the devil threatened to be with him. 1 


inſtructed him as I could, prayed with him, and 
Promiſed to attend him as he defired ; e 


A 


r 


| dwelt, I called to an elder o 
alſo reſided there, impatted my errand to him, and 
deſired him to acquaint his neighbours, that I was to 
be that night in the houſe of the ſiek man, without 


7 . 
* : * 2 7 
e 8 p 
* w 5 _ 
i N * . 

. 4 £ 8 5 p : 

1 * 8 N F * — 6 E | 1 2 af 

: RS _ by ? 

bY — 
* ” * ” - 4 © : 7 7 8 P 


would flee to Chriſt for refuge, and not to me, wþo 
was but a weak and wretched creature. N 
Before the ſet day came, I reſolved to ſpend it in faſt- 
ing, as I had done the day on which the man thought 
to have killed me; but forgot my reſolution till to- 
Ward the evening of that day; when, after recollect- 
ing myſelf, and ſpending ſome time in my cloſet in 


great perplexity, whether to ſlight my promiſe, or to 


adventure on that pitched confli& ſo unprepared, 1 


was encouraged to go, truſting in his gracious good- 


and violence of Satan. 


neſs, who is the preſerver of man, againſt the wiles 


When I reached the hows where the ſick mam 


letting them know the ſpecial occafion of it. 


Accordingly, I ſpent the night in prayer, explain- 
ing the doctrine of Chriſt's temptation, and praiſing, - 


with ſome ſhort intermiſhons. While I was thus 


opening up that portion of ſcripture, the man, at 


he underſtood not aright, and requeſted me to make 


it more plain, which I endeavoured to do; and in 
the morning be took courage, and defied Satan and. 
all his wiles, He ſeemed very penitent, and not long 


after he died, 


Having made mention of an elder, I am thereby 


brought to the remembrance of another thing fit to be 


obſerved, viz. That in my congregation, we had both 


deacons for the poor, and elders for diſcipline; and 5 1 
ſo long as we were permitted to exerciſe it, the Lord 
bleſſed that ordinance. Of this I ſhall only give an 


inſtance, A cunning adulterer, ho had continued 


the congregation, who - 


10 


' whoſe bed ſide I was, laid his hand on me, whenever 


long in that ſin before I went to Bangor, and; by 


bribing the biſhop's official, hadiconcealed his wil 
edneſs, having been preſent at a ſermon whig 
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3j 
had on the parable of the ſd wer, it pleaſed the Lord ſg 
td reach his conſcience; that he made confeſſion of his 
great ſin with many tears, and ſought to be admitted 
to the publick profeſſion of his repentance. This the 
_ ſeſſion did readily agree to; and he appeared pub- 
Jickly, for ſeveral days, under very deep conviction, 
to the great affecting of the congregation, and lived 
ever aſter a reformed man, ſo far as could be per- 


to diſcipline, till a proud youth, the heir of a con- 
Aderable eſtate, falling into a ſcandal, proved refrac- 


ene, ne” 2 


but trifle away the time in e from lear- 
ned authors whom he had never ſeen | 
ter ſermon I communed freely with him on that mat- 
ter; and he was ſo much convinced that his miniſtra- 
tions did not e the people of that place, that he 
| - - quicklyretired to Olaſtone; where, as it was a country- 
| - place, and the people very ignorant, he hoped to do 
in In0F, 5 tO: 
{Accordingly the Lord was pleaſed to ſerve himſelf 
by him: For no ſooner was he ſettled at Olaſtone, 
than he began to preach diligently; and having a 
- _ Hrong voice, vehement delivery, and treating much 
of the law and its threatenings, he rouſed up that 
| _ peaple, and awakened them with terrors; but not 
| JJ 5 i Do MORE NARS 6-6 having 
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ceived. Others alſo did willingly ſubmit themſelves 
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72 5 1 5 
baving gndeafiond * goſpel well, nor been well 
grounded in learning, nor of a ſolid judgment, he 
could not pacify the conſciente with the goſpel - offers, 
nor ſilence the obj ections, and reſolve the ce of 5 
the awakened. | * 

To ſupply this defect, Mr. John Rigg, the judici- 3 
ous and gracious miniſter of Antrim, perceiving many 
people on both ſides of the Six-mile water awakened 
out of their ſecurity, made an overture, that a month- | 
ly meeting might be ſet up at-Antrim, which was 
within a mile of Olaſtone, and lay centrical for the 
awakened perſons to reſort to; and he invited Mr. 
Cuningham, Mr. Hamilton, and my ſelf, to take part 


in that work, who were all 200 of the e 1 "IM 
ny embraced it f. „ 


to bear part in to 0 rw => | 
ed and faſted wonderfully.” ES 
with A number: »* 3 2 
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embracing one error after another, he ſet out at laſt 
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| Wy ax the y of judgment; and affirming, that who: © 
0 


ever would join with him in a ridiculous way of 
roaring out ſome prayers, lying with their faces on the 
earth, would undoubtedly be converted, and the like; 
Some judicious gentlemen to whom he had impart- 
ed theſe conceits, having formerly received benefit by 
bis miniſtry, ſent an expreſs for me to repair to him 
With all expedition, Accordingly I made haſte to 
- viſit him, and found him fo drowned in his deluſion, 
that he endeavoured to convert me to his opinion; 
and even adventured to put his foot in the fire, in ex- 
pectation of his perſuading me by a miracle; which 
I prevented by mere force: But finding him reſolute 
4 T humoured him in the diſcloſing of 
his notions, and then from his own mouth I convict- 
ed him of contradictions and abſurdities. Where+ 


upon he made a motion to pray; and ere ever I had 


conſidered well what to de, he was flat upon the carth, 
roaring out his abſurdities and repetitions, in ſuch a 
way as ſvrpriſed all who-were within hearing. Find- 


ing him thus add fin to his folly, I required him, in the 


| Lord's name, to be ſilent; and kneeling down, (ſeveral 
other perſons occaſionally preſent alſo joining ia the 


duty), I prayed with hum le confidence for a conſider - 


aple ſpace. And when 1 had made an end, Mr. G/en- 

nhing took me aſide, and confeſſed he ſaw himſelf 
miſtaken, and'intreated that the matter might be con- | 
cealed. Yet this deluſive diſtemper was not at an 


end; for ſome time thereafter he fell again into it, and 


on a viſit to the ſeven churches of AM. 
Mean time I, and thoſe that were with me, thanked 


wiſdom, power and goodneſs in that matter: For tho? 

(as that man was very inſtrumental in firſt awakening 

many out of their ſecurity) 'we doubted” not that a 

Satan had à deep deſign in this way to diſgrace k 
the work of God in that country, neither man nor n 
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woman (except Mr. Glendonning's own wife, of whom 
few had a good opinion ere that happened) were 
ever (tumbled. by his fall; but took warning there: 
by to avoid the extrayagancies to which he went, 
and were taught to work out their ſalvation with the 
green 8 
How thus loſt this one inſtrument, the Lord 
was pleaſed to add unto us three more worthy, viz, 
Firſt, From Scotland came over Mr. Fe/iah Welſh, ſon of 
the famous Mr. John Welfb, who both in Scotland and 
France was inſtrumental in converting and confirming 
many. A great meafure of that ſpirit which wrought / 
in and by the father, reſted alſo upon the ſon. The laſt 
time I had been in Scotland, I met with him; and find» 
ing of how zealous a ſpirit he was, I exhorted him 
to haſten over to Ireland, where he would find wok 
enough, and Thoped ſucceſs too. And ſo it came to 
paſs: For Mr. Velſb having been ſettled at Temples 
Patrick,' became a great bleſing to that people; and 
95 he rag at the time been under deep exerciſe of - 
ſpirit, did with great eagerneſs convince the ſecure, 
and ſweetly comfort thoſe who were dejected 1. Next 
Mr. Henry Colvert, an Engliſhman, helper to Mr. Edunrd 
Bryce at Breadiſland, was ſettled at Olaſtane. This 
able miniſter having been of a fervent ſpirit, and ve - 
hement delivery in preaching, and withal very diligents 
he was a bleſſing to e And after theſe Wo, 
the Lord brought aver to Lochlearn old Mr. George _ 
Dunbar, after he had been depoſed from his miniſtry 
at Mr by the high commiſſion, and . baniſhed by. _ * 
the privy council. At Learn, the Lord did greatly 


— 


- bleſs his miniſtry; and he and the other two having 
4 joined the monthly meetings, the word of God grew 
8 %%% 8 


| + Mr. Joſiab Welſh was provided of the Lord to bring the coyey- 

1 nant of 8 to the — at the Six- mile water, on whom Mr. 

3 Glendonning had wtoirght ſome legal convictions. After preaching | 

Z lome time at Cidſone, he was ſettled at Temple · Patrict, where he hat _ 
Pr i apy ſeals of his miniſtry. Living tons MemerableCharafterifticks, p.333. 
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eat eſteem of primate Cher, would have me to ac- 
© company him to a meeting of the nobility and 
- gentry of Ul/er with the primate. Accordingly 1 
went, and had a kind invitation to he at his table, 
While I was in town. But baving once met with the 
_ Engliſh liturgy there, I left my excuſe with my pa- 
tion, that I expected another thing than formal li- 
turgies i in the family of ſo learned and pious a man. 
IF The f primate excuſed himſelf, by reaſon of the great 
__ confluence that was there; and had the good nature to 
intreat me to come to Tredaſ . his ordinary 


to be better acquainted with me. 

© T complied with the primate's invitation , and " "WY 

him very affable, and ready to impart his mind. He 

geſired to k now what way my judgment concerning the 

nature of juſtifying and ſaving faith. 1 told him, 
in general, that T held the b of Jeſus Chriſt 

as he is freely offered in the g 3 , to be ſaving faith. 

- With this he was well ſatisfied ; and by a large, . 

eourſe confirmed, and further cleared the ſame; 

the ſimilitude of a marriage, where it is not the Kad. 


bon, that eonſtihntes the marriage. From this he 
Dad on to try mind concerning ceremonies ; 
wherein we were os " far from 3 agreeing as 1 feared: 
for when I had freely opened my grievances, he ad- 
mitted, that all theſe things ought to have been re. 
moved, but the conſtitution and laws of the place and 
time would not permit that to be done. He added, 
that he was afraid our ſtrong diſaffection to theſe 
would mar dur ein that he had himſelf been 
"Te rtuned to. ſtretch forth bis hand againſt us; 
that though he would not for the world do that, 
| he b a e de _ dry ml do 
e SN * 
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reſidence was, and where he would be Ny at leiſure wy 


ing or receiving of gifts, but the accepting the per- 


{ 


it; and he added, that it would break his heart, if = 


| tho I gave him no high titles; and when trouble 


in the mid{t of our trials. HE. 


Saturday, I was to preach again on the Sabbath even- 
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our ſucceſsful miniſtry in the north were interrupted; } 
Our conferrence ending, he diſmiſſed me very kindly, * 
came upon us, he proved our very good friend, as 
will appear in the fequel.- 4-5 5 ag = 
About the year 1630. Mr. 7ohn. Livingſion helper 
at Torphichen, and who was >greatly 0 or. 
good people there, having been oppreſſed by the | 
biſhops in Scotland, came over to Ireland; and biſhop 
Knox of Rapho reſuſing no honeſt man, Mr. Livingflor 
got in by this chink, and was ſettled at Killinchie x 
where, being a man of a eee eee ſpirit, hee 
did much good, and the Lord was pleaſed greatly to 
bleſs his miniſtry; And much about the ſame time, 
Mr. Andrew Stuart a learned gentleman, and fervent / 
in ſpirit, was. ſettled at Dunagor, and was a ſueceſs 
ful miniſter Auring the ſhort time he lived, for he died 
The bleſſed work of converſion, which was of ſeveral 
years continuance; had now ſpread beyond the bounds 
of Antrim and Doun, to the skirts of neighbouring 
counties; and thereſort of people to the monthly meet- 
ings and communion-occaſions, and the appetite of the 
people, were become ſo great, that we were ſometimes _ 
conſtrained, in ſympathy. to the people, to venturs = 
beyond any preparation we had made for the ſeaſon. *- 
One time, I having been an aſſiſtant to Mr. Mel 
at the adminiſtration of the ſacrament in his con, 
gregation, and having delivered one diſcourſe on the _ } 
ing, which exhauſted all the proviſion I had made 7? 
for that time: But many at a diſtance, who had beem 
hindered by the riſing of the waters from. coming /up © 
on the Saturday, arrived on the Lord's day; ſo that! 
behoved to turn aſide with a conſiderable auditory; - ©: 


to the court of the Cale yard, where I taught them 
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au the Lord furniſhed ; and, at night, cloſed wir 
the doctrine of thankſgiving. 5 


4 * 
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© Having already preached once more than I intend- 
ed, I was far from expecting that I would be more 
employed upon that occaſion. But the Lord thought 
 otherways : For on the Monday morning, many of the 
people having, on acceunt of the croud, gone 
into the kirk very early, ſome of the elders came to 
me, and intreated that I would go and read a piece 
of ſcripture to them, if I could do no more, till. the 
appointed preacher was ready to come in. My want 
of preparation might have been accepted for excuſe, 
eſpecially conſidering how often I had been engaged 
already; but they would take no nayſay. So to the 
kirk I went; and ſtanding below the pulpit, I offered 
ſuch notes as dideaſt up from the reading of a portion 
of ſcripture, not doubting of my being relieved in 
due time, But when the miniſter of the place (upon 
Mr. Edward Bryce's refuſal to preach that diet) was 
entering the church to-relieve me, the people without, 
who generally were thoſe who had heard me in the 
Caſtlz-yard the day before, laid hands on him, and, 
without much ceremony or many words, they carried 
lim to the ſame place; and ſent an elder to acquaint 


me, that I needed not expect any preacher to aſſiſt 
—. ↄͤĩ-:Uà-•: . ð v A eo Ph, 
This meſſage troubled me ſo much, that, as ſome 
of the ſpectators afterward told me, the blood went 
outof my face in a moment. In this preplexity ! 
knew not what to do. To fruſtrate the expectation of 
ſo many people as had- waited there ſince day, in ex- 
ectation of the word of life, grieved me exceeding- 
ly; and to go to the pulpit altogether unprepared as 
I was, eſpecially at a time when much was expected, 
and when. there were ſeveral perſons preſent who 
were eminent for learning and knowledge, this look- 
ed like tempting of Providence. Yet, after ſome ſhort 
<jaculations, and looking to him who 7s a preſent help 
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in ſtraits, T adventured to go to the pulpit; and in 


my preface before prayer, tho I never durſt da the 


' like before nor lince, I promiſed a bleſſing from G 
to thoſe who would ſeek the ſame, and open their 2 


hearts ta receive it, ſeeing neither art nor induſtry had 
any part in that exereiſe. After calling upon the 


name of the Lord, and earneſt wreſtliag for his pre- 


ſence to be with us, I read out a text; and the Lord 


ſo aſſiſted, that after a little explication of the words, 


2 propoſition to ſpeak on was preſented to me: and 
as I was juſt cloſing that, a ſecond; and after that a 
third, occurred to me, the diſcuſſing whereof ex- 
hauſted an hour-glaſs; and when that was run, three 
weighty points, all concatenated together, were offen- 


ed to me, the utfering of which might, I think, take 
as long time as all I had delivered. After I had end- 


ed ſpeaking to the people, I cloſed with prayer and 


praiſe; and then haſtened to my chamber, to ſpend ſome 


time in admiring the Lord's cendeſcenſion, And tho® © 
in all-this.T was but the voice of one crying, and that 
he who ſent me to preach the goſpel might have been 
ſeen to be my prompter; ſo much applauſe was given 
me, that the next time I was invited to the like oc- 


caſion in that county, I was ſore tempted to be wholly ' 


filent. But dear Mr. Cuningham, tho he approved my 
jealouſy, yet he reproved my backdrawing, and did 
chide me out of that ſnare. In my haſte I had vowed 
not to ſet my foot in a pulpit at that time; yet I 
yielded ſtanding below. to be doing fomewhat, whieh 
learned thereafter was follawed with no ſmall bleſs: , 
ſing. And indeed preaching and praying were, ſo plea- - 


ſant in thoſe days, and hearers ſo eager and greedy, 5 


that no day was long enough, nor no room great 
enough, to anſwer. their ſtrang deſires and large ex- 
E ˙ü Lolo orig regs pane 0 
At that time, I ſaid in the hearing of many, Our 
tide has run ſo high, that there uiil be an ebbing, and 
1 doubt a reſtraint is near, and our trials are haſtening 
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on ; which ſhortly followed. But before I ſpeak of 


theſe, it will be proper to name a few . obſtructions 


from different quarters, which threatened to mar our 
= progreſs in the good ways of the Lord. | 


Dr. Eckin, biſhop of Down, was the firſt whom 


we diſcovered to lay ſnares for us; but becauſe the 


people did generally approve aur labours, he did this 


— 
% 


under covert. And, firſt, he wrote to me to be ready 
to preach at the primate's triennial viſitation; for tho 
Dr. Uſter was then in England, two biſhops and a 
doctor, his delegates, were to go that courſe for him. 


Before the appointed day came, biſhop Eck/in ſent 
me notice, by word of mouth, that another was to 


ſupply the part he had a ſſigned me. But this verbal 
meſſage contradicting his written order, I concluded, 


that the laſt was of purpoſe calculated to leave me 


in an uncertainty, that he might pick a quarrel with 


me; and therefore I prepared a diſcourſe for that oc- 
caſion. If any ask, how I durſt countenance theſe 
prelatick meetings ? it would be conſidered, that we 


vuere not then under an explicit covenant againſt them, 
as we are now; and being ſtill leſt at our liberty as to 


the full and free exerciſe of our paſtoral office, I 


judged it my duty to be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of 
ſeafor. Accordingly having meditated upon 2 Cor. iv. 1. 


T, _— ſeeing we have this-miniftry,&c. Tendeavour- 


cd eſpecially to ſhew, that Chriſt our Lord had inſti- 
tuted no biſhops, but presbyters, or miniſters; and pro- 
ved this, firſt, from the holy ſeriptures; next, from the 
teſtimonies of the more pure among the ancient fa - 
thers and divines, that have been ſeeking reformation 
theſe 1300 years; and, /aſty, from the teſtimonies of 


the more moderate divines, both over ſea and in Eng- 


ö . - Jann, not forgetting to rank the learned Dr. Uſter, 


5 ; 
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their primate, among the chief: And then I concluded 


with an exhortation t6 them, to uſe moderately that 
power which cuſtom and human laws had put in 


their hand. And indeed they took with this advice, 
. FEES 9 7 24 ? be . | i - without 
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ö wichout challenging my freedom. Only the biſhop of © 


Dromore, who was brother-in-law to Dr. Uſper, ex 
horted me privately to behave as moderately towards 
them, as they had done to me, and then bade me farewel. - 

This ſnare being broken, the crafty. biſhop ſet a- 


bout weaving a more dangerous web: For knowing 
that one of the two lords juſtices, who came annually 
to the northern circuit, was a violent urger of confor- 


mity to the Engliſb ceremonies, he wrote to me to 


make ready a ſermon, to be delivered before them a- 


gainſt the next aſſizes. And this was the more dange- 


municate that day. - I 
Againſt the time appointed, I. came by 8 


where they ſat, committing the matter to the Lord, 
who hath all hearts and mouths in his own hand. 
some Scots gentlemen, who attended the juſtices, 


knowing one of them to be well - diſpoſed, they took 
the freedom to hint to him the inconvenien ce of 
ſpending the Saturduy immediately preceding their 
communicating, wholly upon civil affairs; and ſug - 


geſted the neceſſity of being more religiouſly employee 


before fo ſolemn an approach. 
This advice was well received by the judge, a 


promiſed to procure a hearing to any miniſter whohad 
aſermon inreadineſs, Whereupon the gentlemen, with- 


out conſulting me, undertook for my readineſs. And 
accordingly, one being ſent to me for that purpoſe, I 
preached the ſame evening, and next day likewiſe, 


nicating. - 
After Anno, on ihe Lord's days one * the n 
wanting to confer with me, ſent for me to his lodging: 


where, after proſeſſing his ſatisfaction with what a= 


had delivered, eſpecially: in my laſt ſermon, For 


| «therein: (ſaid he) vou — a point Which I ner 
ver heard before, viz. — head redemption 
ad of the cleft,” 


he 


without ever ene the leaſt notice * their ene 755 


rous, that it being after, the judges were to com- | 
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He intreated me to go over the heads of that fermon 
with him: And, opening his bible; he read over and 
ronſidered the proofs cited ; and was fo well ſatisfied, 
that he proteſted, if his calling did not tie him to 

Dublin, he would gladly come to the north, and ſettle 
under uch a miniſtry. In end, he told me, that [ 
would be ſent for to ſupper ; and warned /me-to.be 
cautious in my anſwers to his colleague; who was zea - 
lous for the Engliſb ceremonies: And, before he left 
the place, he 2 for the-biſhop, and charged him to 
be careful, that no harm nor interruption ſhould come 
10 my miniſtry. - And thus the only wiſe Lord, to 
whom I had committed myſelf and my miniſtry, did 
break this ſnare alſo, and brought me off xeon 
| fort and credit. 
Baut cho! biſhop EcMin had ſeafonablymer with 2 
| EE - check, this did not hinder ſome of the conform cler - 
| | 0 ptovoke me to- a difpute with them, concerning 


tzhoſe points where in we differed, But à modeſt ex- 
Wy -ruſe, founded upon the danger of my launching far out 
—_- - that way, was ſuſtained. After this, a dean was (ent to 
1 reſide at Craipfergus, that he might counteract and de- 
fſeeat our meaſvres.. But ſome of our number, in name 
of the reſt, wafted on him, and invited him to concur 
with us in the monthly meeting. We did not indeed 
expect a compliance with this invitation; yet our ci- 
vility to him dene _ fo far, _— he rooms no 
e er e dC 

The next ik: mids | on ur; U was Moms two N 

2 who had been trained up at the univerſity of Salamanca 
in Spain: ſor ever after the intended marriage betwixt 
prince charles and the infanta, the papiſts in Ireland 
vere on the inereaſe, and had their convents in 
almòſt every county, and even in the city of Dublin. 
Theſe — men provoked us to a diſpute:; dees giv- 

ing üs a deſiance, the challenge was accepted by Mr. 

Welſh and me. The particular heads Aipucarion 


en condeſcended on and: time — place . 
e 5 


5 1 51 
ed; but SMES we came; as had been RET on, der 3 
friers, for all their boaſting, did not appear. 
Some ſeparatiſts at London expeRed-alſo; it ne „ 
to have fiſhed in muddy waters ; for they came ang 
pitched their head quarters at Antrim, in in the very 
midſt of us. But they not having pg) our wor- 
ſhipping aſſemblies, our people were the more aware 
of them, and in leſs hazard of being ſeduced by their. 
converſation. Mr. Rigg and I converſed with them; 
but they either concealed their opinions from us, 0 
had not ſormed their ſchemes well, ſo that we left 
them as we met with them; and except one perſon 
of great tenderneſs, over whom this ſeducing ſpirit 
prevailed for a-ſhort time, none of our people were 
in the leaſt hazard of being catched in that ſnare; ne, wet. 
Lord's hand having been about us ſtill. 2 
Mr. Freeman, an Engliſh conformiſt, made the next | 
attack upon us. He 95 boldly to propagate tbe 
Arminia tenets; and having a ſtrong conſtitution;; 
he did; by watching and faſting, make himſelf ver 
popular; and, by his ſtrictneſs of life, and confe- 
rence with the ole. he did inſinuate himſelf much 
into their affections; and having thus gained ad- 5 
mirers, he began boldly to vent his - opinions, botn 
in his ſermons, and by ſpreading-erroneous papers 
| and pamphlets, one of which did bear the fooliſh inññ ! 
| ſcription of The three generations of noble Chriſtians. 
| And at length, having accompanied Mr. Rowley; 
a generous gentleman, his chief. patren, to the 4 
= monthly meeting, he undertook to confute and filencs 
A ns all. The brethren” who attended there; having ; 
been thus provoked by him, and fearing, if he was E 
not put to ſilence, that the people would be ſeduced 
by his errors, they, appointed me 1 encounter him; 5 
1 which I. did... - 
; When we met, he 900 che 3 af : 
l tion for the ſubject of our diſpute, and immediately he 
. * to oppugn- But lu men were eaſily an- 
6 | F 1 ſwer ed, 
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Ffveredz and the abſurdities he alledged, retorted upon 
Hhimſelf. When he came to another propoſition, the 
; Lord ſmote him with ſuch confuſion, that he did fpeak 
nonſenſe; the clerk could not commit what he ſaid . 
to writing; and the ſpectators fell a laughing at him. 
On which I made a motion to allow him till next 
day to recollect his thoughts; which was readily 
gone in with, _ V 
Next morning I retutned to the place appointed; 
and miſſing my antagoniſt, I went to his room, where 
T found him and his patron, writing out arguments 
ſrom Grevinchovius, an. Arminian author, as I learned 
by ſnatching the book out of his hand; and having 
thus found out his deceitful dealing, J asked him 
whether he believed that all events come to paſs ac- 
cording to the determined counſel of God ? This he 
anſwered in the negative, and brought a blaſphemous 
conſirmation of his denial. Amazed-at this, I faid, 
Know you not thatitis written, He hath determined the 
times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation, 
that they ſhould ſeek the Lord? But you ſay, you will 
take a courſe: of your own, and will not' ſeek the 
the Lord. What blaſphemy, and contradiction to the 
ſcripture is this? All the reply he made, was an aſſer- 
tion, that what I cited as ſcripture, was not written in 
the bible. On which I deſired his patron to caſt up 
Acts xvii. 26, 27. which when he had heard, he was _ 
ſtruck with confuſion ; and Mr. Rowley was ſo much 
convinced of his error, and ignorance of the ſcripture, 
that he gave up with him in our preſence. Aſtet 
which, he was deſerted of the people; and at laſt a 
turned very diſſolute, and fell into miſchievous 
practices. ee . 2 
The goſpel thus flouriſhing by the miniſtry of his 
ſervants, and all oppoſition falling before it, we look 
ed for a reſpite; but, to our great grief, Satan was at 
laſt let looſe, to contrive a pernicious device to diſ- 
Rhonour God. By this time there were many converts 


1 


— . 
= — 5—— n —_ —_—_ l = = SS \ = 2 — 
mY = _ = 3 _ %% err wm 2 — — 12 — — — 2 _ == - = 
— — — * — — 9 n — — 5 
2 jp 4 
- \ e ̃ — ü—! WS MEAS tos, 
* . od ws j : — > . 
= 4 ; 
* p 7 5 y 
— 8 . * 
* 


— 


| \ 


— a» af ot 2. ' » 


— 
; 
* * 
| % 
x ; ; 
; 
f v 


* 
1 
% | 
| , 
*% \ q a i PEI 4 


| in 41 a a ee who, 3 abjeQs Sc. 


the ape by this ſtratagem. He counterfeited the work 
of the” Holy Spirit upon ſeveral” people about Loch- 


were afflicted with pangs like convulſions: - Their 
number increaſed daily; and, at irſt, both paſtors 


and diſgrace the work of the Lord. 


| ] Formerly mad mention of my ſtrong enpecati- 1 
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Satan's nvy, be ſet himſelf to perplex, them, and 
diſcredit the work of God upon their hearts, playing 


learn, cauſing them fall a mourning and crying, dai . 
ing the time of publick worſhip; and ſome of them 


and people pitied them, and had charitable thoughts 


concerning them, hoping that the Holy Spirit __ od i 


work with them: But thereafter; when they con- 
ferred with theſe perſons, they did neither bans _ 
any ſenſe of their ſinful ſtate, nor any panting after n 
Saviour,” Yet, not content with this trial, the miniſter 
of the place wrote to his brethren, inviting them to 
come and examine: the matter; and when we came, 
and had conferred with them, we perceived it to b 
mere deluſion and cheat of the deſtroyer, to dare 


The very next Sabbath, 2 ignorant perſon 1 in m 
congregation rhade a noiſe, 'apQ) ſtretching. of hit 
dody : But incontinent I was aſſiſted to rebuke that 
lying ſpirit; which diſturbed the worſhip of God; ana 
i charged the ſame in the name and authority of Jeſus - - 
Chriſt. ; not to moleſt that congregation ; and thre? 


God's mercy we met with no more of chat ſort; ; 


PERIOD FOURTH - 4 


-f 
bh: 


1225 the year 16 1. es 7 was firſt © 2 Es 
- the e to November 1634. when 1 was es. | 


on of trouble being near. And now — thing that 
we feared, came p us apace, by the means of one 
Mr, Henry Leſlie, dean, and afterward biſhop of Down, ' ©: 
b violent —_ vain- glorious OE and of Mr. fon 
25 eee, 


. 2 


L 74 4 | 
*"Baxwell, one e of the miniſters of Edinburgh, he Was 
then gaping for a biſhoprick, The former envied ovr 
- credit among the people; and in the year 1630. white 
I was in Scotland viſiting my friends, Mr. Zohn Living- 
Hin and 1 having aſſiſted old Mr. Vanſe at the celebra- 

tion of the Lords ſupper at the Kirk of Shots, where 

there was a great conſſuence of zealous people, and 
an extraordinary outpouring of the Holy, Spirit eſpe- 
cially on the Monday; this did alſo foment Mr. 

Maxwell, who was a correſpondent of Mr. Leſlie's 
againſt us. 80 theſe two did cook the matter be- 

twixt them, in ſuch a way, that Mr. Leſlie formed, 

and Mr. Maxwell carried to court, a moſt falſe ac- 

cuſation againſt us, as if we had taught the neceſſity 
of bodily pangs and throws in the new birth. © 

This matter having come to the:ears of Mr, Ecklin, 
the timorous biſhop of Down, he thought it time to I 
beſtir himſelf - and therefore he did ſuſpend + Mr. 
Livingſton and my ſelf, from the office of the holy 
miniſlr ry. Upon this 1 had recourſe: to Dr. Uſher; 
who had got full information of the bodily pangs of 
fome of the people, and ſaid, I bed reaſon to bleſi 
the Lord, for affiſting me ſo confidently to conjure 
that lying ſpirit. And immediately he wrote to bi- 
- ſhop Ecllin to relax that erroneous cenſure; which 
was accordingly done; and we went on in our mini- 
ſtry, till a letter came from court, ordering trial to 
be made of the truth of the before ens 3 
tion, and to cenſure/accordingly; ; 7 {| * 

But the biſhop knowin perfeatly well chat he 
would ſuccumb in that accuſation, he did conceal his ; 
order, and. went to work another way. He cauſed | 
eite us two, with Mr. Dumbar and Mr. Welſh, before : 
him; and urged us to conform, and to-give our fub- 
| keription to that effect. We 5 awed; that there was P 
| 8 6 then 


+ This was in harveſt, 1631 < Lingo 1 v 17; 8 f 
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| then ns law nor canon in that 0 requiring 
this. Notwithſtanding he had the cruelty to depoſe 
us all ſour from the office of the e holy miniſtry f. 
Application was again made in our behalf to arch- 
biſhop Uſher. But he told us, be could not interpoſe, 
becauſe. the two lords chief juſtices had an prder from 
the king concerning us. And when we had recourſe. 
to their lordſhipe, they remitted us to the king, from 1 
whom only remede could be had. = = 
The brethren being thus ſhut up, they did weight 
the expediency of an application to court. On the 
. one hand, we ſaw that the tide for conformity did 
| run very high; and we knew Jikewiſe, that biſhop: 
Laid did not only rule, but domineer in England : 95: 3 
Vet, on the other hand, we knew we were innocent 
of the matter wherewith we were accuſed. We hoped. 2 
 likewife, that ſeveral of the Scots nobility having been "10 
* friendly to us, and the lord Alexander, eldeſt fon to 
the ſecretary for Scots affiairs; having been my” 
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b ſcholar, that by this door we would find acceſs to 

0 his fnajeſty, as the ordinance of God to the-oppreſſ= _ 

8. ed. And ſo I was perſuaded, after frequent addreſſes 

: to God: for direction, to undertake a journey with 4 

: petition. to the king, that we might be tried in the 

0 matter laid to our charge; and if found innocent, 

f that we might be acquitted, and reſtored to our 

q flocks'; . committing the event of all to him who 

4 over-ruleth the ſpirits of princes, and is a king over 

: kings, and a lord over lords and courtiers. 1 
Having procured letters from ſeveral nobles aud. | 

E aentry, both in Scotland and Ireland, to their friends : 

; at court in our behalf, I ſet out on my journey, 3 

leaving many holy perſons wreſtling with God for. _ 

. a comfortable iſſue. And indeed they were a praying 

0 N oo! whom I undertook this j Journey At houle | 

n : I 4 . a 

IT 1 ih 3 1 5 Living flows Life p. 18, pine” they en- — 


e ke ibid. p. 19. | 4 


K 76 1. 


houſe two nights were ſpent every week at per 


and tho' thoſe who did bear chief burden therein 


were not above the rank of husbandmen, yet they 
abounded in the grace and ſpirit of prayer. Other 


places were not ſhort of, but rather excelled in that 
duty; and even in congregations who yet enjoyed 


| help own paſtors, many prayers were put up on our 
account, as I learned at my return. 

After my firſt, outſet, I was ſuddenly. aflicted with 
the gravel in my kidnies; and I cried earneſtly to 


the Lord, that he would he pleaſed to ſpare me till]. 
were better aecommodated for ſuch a trial; which 


petition was granted as ſoon as pet up, and 1 vent 


on my way rejoycing. i 


| When L reached Nane where me court: then 
5 lay, I had ſpeedy recourſe to the Earl of Stirling 
ſecretary; who promiſed, if my petitiqn were ſent 


him, to procure a diſpatch to my mind without ex- 
nce. This he undertook the more readily, that the 
ting being then on a progreſs for the hunting, he 
doubted: not that his majeſty would be gone ere that 
petition were got ready. But I ſuppoling all he hazard 
lay in not getting it ready before the king ſet out, 
did bend up all the earneſtneſs could of prayer, 
with dexterity of endeavours; and getting the peti- 
tion ready in due time, went with it to the ſecretary; 
and was ſo overjoyed in hopes of the iſſue, that 1 
did literally exult and leap, But when the timorous 
man ſaw my forwardneſs, he fearing biſhop: Land. 
| more than God, did faint, and break his promiſe. 
At this diſappointment I was greatly dejected; 


: and paſſing to a quiet place in Greenwich part, pours: 
et out my camplaint onto God); and after L had been 


thrice employed in that way, and in offering up my- 


ſelf and all my enjoyments to him for the ſake of the 


goſpel, my beavinefs was removed, my prayer taken 
off. my hand, and, as 8 conceived, ned . 
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„ I took courage, and found. i 


not at gur 
at a diſtance from the biſhops, my petition was put 


the ſeeretary having wrote the deliverance thereon, 
and addreſſed it to archbiſhop- her, which the king 
reckoned improper; his majeſty. canſed the ſecretary 
direct it to Stroafford, and With bis own hand he did 
inſert a elauſe which I durſt not. petition for; viz. 
| © That if the-information made to him proved falſe, 
\ the informers ſhould; be puniſhed.” This induted. _ - 
me highly to eſteem and commend the kings juſtice; 
J and many years thereafter, when I was attending his 
J majeſty at Newcaſtle, having reported this ſtory, to 
7 bim, he was much ſatisfied that he bad e ber a / 
pleaſure. And fo having obtained my errand, :I-gave _ 
the ſcretary's clerks three Jacobus's, (himſelf taking 
nothing); and made all the bagel Could back to Les F 
don, aud thence'to Hand. | | 
One thing of importance I muſt base Wah tho” | 
it may ſeem 2 digreſſion. While I was at London, 


ward the middle of Juby, —_ two o'clock in the 
morning, was rgpreſented to me in my ſleep, my wife 
dying, with alf the circumſtances and perſons - that 
were abont her, when thereafter it really came to 
paſs.” Aſtoniſned with this, awakened, and put on 
my cloaths quickly, that I might pour out my heart 
in prayer. But firſt I took my bible, purpoſing to 
turn to my ordinary, to ſee what the Lord would fay 
unto me; when unexpectedly opening the book at 
the prophecy. of Ezetiel, mine eyes were preſently 
ed to > theſ words, Ven 2 my 1 take from with E 
5 8 with © 


— 


Cook the mean of procuring a hearing from the king. 
This man being eſteemed rigid for conformity, it was 
highly probable he would not be a happy inſtrument © 
in any ſuch matter; but the theagitt * the Lord. 8 
The king ee then at the forreſt of 1 a = 


into his hand, and met with a gracious anſwer: For 2 


in the houſe of Thoma Livingſton in the Strand it 


irh g firoke the 
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Pleaſure of thine eyes ; but thou ſhalt 
neither weep,” mourn, nor lament. . Amazed at this 
_ doubling of the warniag,-firſt in a-viſion, and then 
by the word of truth, I faid, it is enough; and kneel- - 

ing down, T-humbly'craved of the Lord ſubmiſſion ts 
his will, and patience and comfort under his cor- 
recting hand; for I ſuppoſed,” that what had been 
thus ſtrongly and lively reprefented to me, had.been 
actually done. After prayer my ſpirit was calmed, 
and my heart ſomewhat comforted, with the conſide- 
ration, that my Lord could do me no injuſtice, and 
would do me no-harm. So that day,” the court being 
gone to Oatlands, I purpoſed to be doing in the buſi- 
neſs I was ſent upon, and ſet out on my journey. But 
being got out of the city, my ſorrows were renewed, 
and the bitterneſs of my mind increaſed, upon this 
ground, that I had made an idol'of a gracious com- 
Panion, and thereby had provoked the Lord to ſmite 
me grievoully, by taking-her from me. Nevertheleſs, 
after IJ had ſpent about two hours travelling ſlowly, 
and with a covered face, it was ſuggeſted to me as 

ſenſibly as if an audible. voice had ſpoken it, The 
perſon thou lamenteſt for, is neither dead nor ſick ; but the 
Lord hath fhewed to thee what he Ito ue in due time. 
On which 1 was ſtill and ſettled for the preſent. 

If any of my relations who may read theſe things, 
- ſhall be offended, that I have mentioned the revela- 
tion to me of ſome events to come, ſeeing revelations 
have now ceaſed, and that we are to kgep cloſe to the 
will of God revealed in the ſcriptures; I anſwer, for 
"their ſatisfaction, That if any creature, be he angel 
or man, add any thing to that perfect rule of faith 
and manners, or reveal any thing contrary thereto, 
let him be accurſed. This we leave to papiſts and 
ſectaries. But, in the mean time, it ought not to be 
denied, that the Lord is pleaſed ſometimes to reveal to 
his ſervants; eſpecially in a ſuffering condition, ſome © 
events concerning themſelves, and that part on my 
VVV church 


church of God wherein they live. Innumerable in- 

ſitances of this might be produced, and not a few of 
| theſe within our own fav py 

Wijhart, Mr. Knox, Mr. Davidſon, Mr. Welſh, and 

Mr. Patrick Simpſon at Stirling; tho“ I write this un- 

der proteſtation, that I do not account my ſelf n 

to be compared with any of theſe. 

In my return home, forgetting that dependence 
which I ought always to have upon divine provi- 
dence, I began fooliſhly to dote-upon the goodneſs 
of my conſtitution, which endured ſuch ſore travel 
without any-trouble. But within an hour after; 1 
wearied ſo much, that I was not able to keep my 
cloak upon my ſhoulders, nor to fit on the ſaddle. 
Then alighting from my horſe, I tried if walking would 
refreſh me; and finding that neither would this mend 
the matter, my conſcience began to upbraid me with 
this queſtion, What is now become of thy firong cone. 
ſtitution wherein thou didſt truſt ? Having been thus 
rebuked, I drew to an advantage, and getting on 
horſeback with ſome difficulty, I threw my cloak over 


as the bleſſed: martyr Mr. 


— 


my face, and bewailed my folly in forgetting the God 


of my ſtrength ; and immediately my wearineſs eva · 
niſhed, and I went on my way with chearfulneſs. 
Aſter this, the conference of>a ſilenced non- con- 


form miniſter whom 1 aceidentally met with; did not 


a little refreſh me; a deliverance from the danger of 
the ſea on Solway lands, which was in upon me, and 


in hazard of ineloſing me ere ever LWwas aware, did 


alſo encourage me; and at laſt reaching Dumfries, my 
country air and diet were comfortable to me. 
In paſſin from Dumfries to Port- Patrick, I had a 
deſire to viſit Mr. Samuel Rutherford at Anweth, and, 
Marion M*Knig ht at Kirkcutbright':' But not knowing | 
how to;compals both, when came to the parting of 
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the way, I laid the bridle on the horſe-neck, and 


prayed the Lord to over- rule as he ſaw cauſe. The 


dealt n the way to ir kevdbright ; and there I found 
| both 
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both the perſons whom. I GY to ſee, aud va | 


. refreſhed with their conference. 
Next day, beipg a day of humiliation in chat] Ribe 


: Mr. Glendonning their aged paſtor invited me to ſup- | 


_ -ply his place; a motion which I did tie more gladly 


3 Noah that for thirteen weeks before I bad | 


been filent. I was much refreſhed with that ſer- 
Vice; and loſing no time, I ſet out early next day for 


the port, where I had a ready paſſage, and was landed 


within the pariſh of Bangor. N 

There 1 was received with great joy, eſpecially 
When they heard that I had brought with me a juſt 
and ce letter from the king's majeſty. But 


they were much dejected, that he to whom it Was 


directed was yet in England, not like to come over 


In haſte; and indeed he came not for almoſt a twelve - 
month aſter this. Let this was no great loſs, but 


rather an advantage to us: For tho' this letter did not 
take off the ſentence of depoſition; yet by putting 


the matter to a new trial, it did weaken the ſame : 


And therefore we went on teaching our people; only, 


for form'sfake, I did not go up to che n bur ſtood 


| beſide the precentor. 


At laſt, that magnificent lord be come over | 


to the lientenancy of Ireland, I went, to Dublin, and 


1 bare fo his majeſty's letter to him, adding, that I 

oped for à ready compliance. with it. But the 
| Laber man did altogether light that order, telling 
me, that he had his majeſty's mind in his own breaſt. 
He ' reviled the church of Scotland, and upbraided me, 


bidding me come to my right wits, and then I ſhould 


be regarded. Which was all the anſwer I could get 


from Riot. 5 

With this ene tent to archbiſhop Uher; 
Anden was ſo difagreeavle to him, that it drew tears 
from his eyes; but he could not help us. 


Cet at laſt this mighty man became more 8 
tious- IF his rigidity he — ſeveral of the 
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cordingly he wrote to the biſhop of Down, to grant 


us ſix months liberty. _ a 
When the news of this unexpected freedom was 
brought to me in May 1634, I was ſo aſtoniſhed, tar. 
I ſlept not for three nights thereafter. The firſt f i 
theſe was wholly ſpent in admiration; the ſecond in 
thankſgiving to God; in fellowſhip with thoſe of  -M 
my charge; who uſed ſolemnly to pray with me; and 

on the third night; we being now at full liberty to ex- 


erciſe our publick 3 and the ordinary day 
of my lecture at Bungor following next, I prepared 


for the work of that day; when I found a large con- 


gregation, conſiſting not only of my own flock,” but 
alſo of many others from neighbouring congregati- 
ons, who had come thither without any advertiſement. 


To theſe I preached on 7/aiah xxxviii. 15. What ſhall 


I ſay? He hath both ſpoken untome, and himſelf hath 
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_ Evglifþ nobles in Ireland, and loſt the affection of the 
ſubjects. But that good and wiſe man Sir | Andrew 
Stewart, afterward lord Caſtleſtewart, having made him "i 
a viſit, ptopoſed, that he would reſtore the depoſed ) - iſ 
miniſters ;_and- aſſured him, that by this he would 
gain the affections of all the Scots in the north. Ac- | 


- 


done it, At which time the people were-melted down - 


into tears for joy. 


The night before, while Mr. -He/þ-and'I were 
coming from the biſhop's houſe together, he re- 
collected a paſſage. concerning my wife, who about Fi 
ix months before that departed this life, in the exat _ ' ü 
manner which was before ſhewed to me when at . 
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London, viz, That he having in my abſence made | 


2 viſit to her, and profeſſing his fears concerning the 
iſſue of the buſineſs I had gone upon; ſhe Mid, Let 


none of you who are now ſilenced doubt of Fong 1 | 


that freedom will be of ſhort continuance. He was of> - 


liberty 40 reach 11 your oο pulpits ; but ; | 


ſended (adds he) at her being ſo peremptory; but 


now he perceived, that ſhe knew more of the mind bf 
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God than e did. Which report laid a new weight 
upon my ſpirit, that ſo fervent a ſupplicant had not 
ſeen the event which he fore told; but 1 quickly 
corected myſelf with the confideration' of her more 
glorious enjoyment. After Mr. Welſh had preached 
a few weeks-in his-own pulpit, he allo was perfected; 

à loſs to the ſurviving, which was molt j ju y bewail- 
ed. But leaving this, 
| When the ſilenced miniſters preached again at. the 
| ruten meeting, the joy of the people can hardly 
be expreſſed. The liberty prolonged to us, was, 
thro God's bleſſing: well improved by all; and the 
peoplo made more progreſs x the ways of God, 
than ever before. 
Our liberty temiing to a, cloſe, the excellent 
| gentleman who procured it, did obtain a further pro- 

- fogation of other {ix months to us. But that viotent 
man, Bp. Bramble of Derry, had the influence with 

Strafford, to recal his ſeeond letter, fo far as it re- 
ſpected Mr. Dumber and me. And ſo all hoßes of 
farther Aiberty having been cut off, we cloſed with 
celebrating. the ſacrament of the — ſupper; 
and ſolemnly delivered up our people to the great 
Biſhop of ſouls, from whonr * bad receive our 
WP charge. . 

E: * +:Updn the back of his - „I we were wag be- 
fore the biſhop for the third time, and a ſentence of 
de poſition was pronounced againſt as. At. this time I 
cited the biſhop to appear before the | eta of je- 
mus Chriſt, to anſwer for that wicked deed. Where- 
A — — he; did appeal from the juſtice of God, to his 
: But, replied I, your appeal is like to be re- 
55 becauſe vou act ee the light of "your con- 
en ce 
Soon rener the biſhop was fininten With fick- 
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at him what he ee of, be dent for a. 
good ſpace ; and at laſt, with great difficulty, he ut. 
tered theſe words, I is my conſcience, man. To whic 
the doctor replied, Sir, I have no cure for that. 

1 heard that the biſhop's friends did endeavour to 

Conceal this his confeſſion. But the counteſs of Audes, 
yet alive, having heard it from the doctor's moutb, 
whom ſhe knew worthy of credit 571 Ne. 277 
ſhall get that report JTuppreſſed 3- for 1 ſhall bear witneſs 
"of it, to the glory of God, who did He 5 « OOF 
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N. Ber The references to Mr. | Livioaſton' By fs, 
thro the preceedin ng part, are to the 8vo e . 
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| SECOND PART. 


| TEES far had worthy Mr. Blair proceeded 


in recording the moſt remarkable paſſages 
of divine providence which concerned him; and in 
thankfully acknowledging God's fatherly care, in 


tening hand upon him, and ſhortly after to remove 
him by death. * T4 7 | 
To ſupply what was wanting, Mr. Blair having left 
of his life, as well after as before the period, at which 
he leaves off writing the former part; and his youngeſt 
ion, Mr. David Blair, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh 
After the revolution, having, with the aſſiſtance of his 
- mother, and others of his father's acquaintance, added 
ſiome other things memorable eoncerning him; Mr, 


. who married Jean Blair his daughter of the firſt mar- 


tio continue the biſtory of the moſt remarkable paſſages 

aà full relation of publick matters, as may, in his opi- 
nion, be called, The hiſtory of the times. But in regard 
ſuch a full enumeration of publick tranſactions ſeems 
not to conſiſt with Mr. Blair's deſign in the former 
part; and as the publick may be otherwiſe ſupplied 
with the hiſtory of that time, what follows, contains 


— 


no more of that ſupplement than what doth properly 


reſpect Mr. Blair's after life, with ſome hints of ſuch 
of the publick occurrences of that time as Mr. Blair 
had ſome connection with. e eee no 
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|. -- PUBLISHER concerning the 


conducting him thro? all the difficult ſteps of his pil- 
grimage; when the Lord was pleaſed to lay his chaſ- 


4 mort notes of ſeveral of the moſt remarkable paſſages 


_ William Row, ſometime miniſter of the goſpel at Ceres, 
* riage, was pleaſed, by a large ſupplement of two parts, 


-_ r ofhis life; and, together therewith, he hath given ſuch 
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PERIOD: FO URTH mme. 


Fron Nohra 1634” when Mr. Blair was 451 * 


for the ſecond time; to September 1 639 when "wo Was 
tranſported from Ayr to St. Andrews. „ 
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Jotwithſtanding Mr: Blair, and bis three — 
thren, were depoſed and maltreated, as for- 
merly related, he ordinarily preached in his own 
houſe, which was ordered by a diſcreet old ſeryan 
and ſometimes in other hou 8 among his ſriends = 
acquaintances, eſpecially in Ho{ywood; and ſometimes. 
he and his brethren did go into their churches: And 
as they had done formerly, when de 3 anno 1632. 
ſo now they prayed with their people; and after one - 
had read a meets, they diſcourſed thereon. by way 3 
of lecture. 7 
In the beginning of the year 163 5. Mr. Blair be- 
gan to think of marriage with Katharine Montgomerie, | 
P Cavghter to Hugh Meontgomerie, formerly of Busbie, in 
| Ar-fbire, at — time of . in Trelami: "Te 
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And, in the ſpring-ſeaſon 1635. he came over to Sen. 
land, to adviſewithe his own and laſt wife's friends, 


of 


concerning this his purpoſe. * 5 
When come over, he was much in Edinburgh, 
where there were many private meetings of eminent 

profeſſors. for prayer and chriſtian conference; ſe · 
veral of which he attended, and was often well re-/ 


- 


freſhed in them. And,. 


lk. a Lit 


In April, he accompanied bailie William Rigg of 
Athernie-over to his ' houſe in the pariſh: of Garnet, 
in Fife ;* where the honeſt miniſter of the place, 
Mr. John Row, being old and infirm, and it being 


255 3 a 


requeſt, and had almoſt the whole burden of that ſo- 
lemn work laid upon him: For, 6n the Saturday, he 
preached-on /. Ixlii. 15, 16. and on Sabbath, he 
firſt preached on Ephe/. iii. 14, 15, 16. then he ſery- 
N ed ſeventeen tables; ſor, beſides the prople of the 
1 5 place, many others were attending there from- Edin. 
. burg h, and the weſt parts of Fife : And, in the after- 
nodon, che preached on Pal. Ivii. In all which he was 
well aſſiſted, to the comfort of many. p 
24 _ Shortly after this, Mr. Blair returned.to {reland, 


+, * 


I be firſt time they did viſit Mrs. Blair's father 
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deep, (for the current of the water was flow at that 


place); and reaching out his ſtaff to her who had hi- 


water, ſhe catched hold on the ſame; and by that he 


pulled her to him, and ſo both were preſerved. 


Matters continuing in ſuch a ſituation, as the de- 


poſed miniſters had no proſpect of being repoped, 
they, with a number in the north of re/ang, and a 
few in Scotland, who had ſome thoughts of tranſport- 


ing themſelves to NVeu-England, before they wefe re- 


poned in May 1634. came now to a reſolution of 
roſecuting that deſign; and having received a kind 


invitation from the governor of New-Enpland, with 
large promiſes of accommodation, they built a ſhip 
of about 115 tons, called Eazle-wings, which ſet out 
from Lochfergus the gth of September 1636. having 


6 


on board about 14d paſſengers, amongſt whom were 
Meſſieurs Blair, Livingſton, Hamilton and Maclellan, 
miniſters, provoſt Stewart in Ayr, and one Andre 
Brown of the +payiſh of Lern, who, tho' he was born 

deaf and dumb, and had been of a vicious looſe ' 
converſation, yet of late years was fo. remarkably 


changed to the better, not only in forſaking his evil 
ways, but alfo joining himſelf to religious company, 


going a-part at leaſt mofnings and evenings for ſe- 


cret prayer, attending on the publick worſhip of God, 


and even weeping in time of ſermons, and the like, 


that, with the eonſent of all the miniſters who uſed 


to meet monthly at Antrim, he was admitted to the 


Lord's table. 


Before this adventure, many days were ſpent in 
falting and prayer, for direction and a bleſſing upon 
the ſame, and all were abundantly ſatisfied” of the 


warrantableneſs of it. 'Yet, after they were about 3. 


or 400 leagues from Treland, they met with a ter- 
rible hurricane; and were thereby expoſed to ex- 
treme danger, by the breaking of one of their main 


joiſts, the ſpringing of a leak, and diſlocating of the 
5 5 rudder, 
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rudder, ſo that the ſhip would not work; and the ma- 
ſter and failors gave up all as loſt. But the rudder be- 


ing got fixed again, and the leak ſtopped, upon a motion | 


from Mr, Livingſton, they reſolved to attempt holding 
on their way for 24 | An 
the weather did not calm, that they ſhould return. 


ours longer; and if, in that time 


But that day, and the night following, the ſtorm in- 


ereaſed, ſo that almoſt all began to think of return · 
, ing. Only Mr. Blair, who ha a chief hand in that ad- 


venture, was not yet fully determined. So the reſt 


laid it upon him to pray; and if after that he ſhould 
Continue unreſolved, they would hold on their way. 
Mr. Blair hearing that the determination of ſo im- 


portant a point was devolved upon him, fell into a 
fit of fainting; and when he recovered, he was de- 
termined to be of their mind, So the next morning 


they turned ſail ; and, after ſome toſſing, they came, 
upon the 3d of November, to the harbour whence | 


cey looſed. 


. __— 


This croſſing providence occaſioned great thoughts 
| e more ſo that they were like to 
afford laughter and mockery to the wicked, at their 


_ enterpriſe, But as their intentions in that voyage 


were, that they might ſpread the goſpel. in America, 


. they truſted, that their ſtop proceeding from God a- 


Tone, he had work for them at home. And when 
they were nigh relanding, Mr. Blair, in his laſt | 


lecture at ſea, upon Pſul. Ixv. 7. did, with great con - 


fidence aſſure his brethren and companions, that 


28 the Lord had given thema wonderful proof of his 


omnipotence and kindneſs, in ſtilling the winds and 
the ſea; ſo would he ſtill, and calm the unruly ſpirits 
and tongues of wicked people. And at their return 


_ © they found that to be the caſe. The hearts of ſome 


had relented, and others were ſtruck with fear at their 


return; So that they were allowed to live in peace for 
ſome time; and did occupy themſelves, ſometimes in 


| hs 


| x .-." preaching | 
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preaching and and lecturing 8 Bo” anon 
their people, as God gave them n 
„Let, after about four months 9 85 tinuance in that 
wiy, one Frankbill of ee, * o uſed to come - 
ſometimes to meetings, wherein Mr. Bla and Mr. 
Livingſton, predehed;” vent to Dublin, and informed 
the ſtate. Whereupon a warrant was iſſued ont againſt 
them. But be f 
ed thus! One Andrew Yeung ſervant to Mr. Barr, who 
lived nigh Mr. Livingſlon's houſe, being; occaſionally = 
in Dublin, overheard. a purſuivant give orders to pro- 
vide horſes for him and another, Who were to ſet out = 
next day for the north, to bring up two depoſed mi- 
nilters. Upon this he immediately . called for his 
own horſe z and continuing, his journey; homeward- 
with all ip 2 night and day, gave information of 
what he bad le, whereby the deſigns againſt thoſe 
miniſter vere fruſtrateU ; for immediately they went 
out of the, way, and came over to Scotland, whither 
ſeveral 7 pee miniſhers « came about the ſame 
tin 5 mY 314 55 
When \ they. came to as.” ey yi frequently 
emplo V ee preach by Mr. Dichſan, tho pot without 
bazar the biſhep 's reſentment. againſt himſelf, - 
But he, durſt not diſcountenance the Hr #:eſſexing 
eryanits, , PE ee 85 | 
Soon after there Mr. - Guning h 
wood de departed | TE, 
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Alte wrote an 
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Sher Me. . Bloir bod remaine lende ncht Fache bi 
30150 and children of his firſt marriage came over to him. 
At which time he got another evidence of the Lord's 
merciful providence, in preſerving his family from 
death, by the boat's being driven by the violence" of 
| the wind beſide the harbour, and ſticking on the bar 
of Irvine, till dooſed by the next tide. Mr, Blair faw 
from the church+yard, the danger which the boat 
was in; but he knew nothing ho his wife and chil- 
5 were in it; yet he Ruins er N r for their 
5 prefetyation, and they 
All the ſummer wc 5 Ar. Blair 1 wo 25 much em- 
 ployed. in publick and private exerciſes, as ever be- 
; moſtly at Irvine, and the country aroung, and 
partly. in Edinburgh, For at chat time the biſhops 
aving urged the ptactice EN ſervice hook upon 
miniſters, many ſerious chriſtians met for prayer and 
„ conference, thro” all the corners of the land, Eſpeci- 
ally in Edinburgh. 
- Matters being at that dune 1. Frert confuſion, Mr. 
Blair s old inclination for France revived; and 2 bad 
nan invitation to be chaplain to colonel Hepburn's re- 
- giment in the French ſervice, then newly inlifted in 
StotJend. With theſe be imbarked in a ſhip bound 
_ From Leith: But ſome of ene „ho were, molt- 
=; highlanders, beir Jdefperatdy/witked men, who 
rejected his ofs wich contempt, and threatened 
ct ſtab him ;, he reſolved to quit chat voyage. So 
E> Lalling to the ſhipmaſter to ſet him aſbore, without 
' , _ Imparting his defign' 8 a boat was imme- 
diately ordered to his ſervice.” At which time he 
met with another deliverance : N Mding, 
= wa in hazard of going to [the bottom : But the 


Lord 
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Lord having ſo ordered, he got hold of a rope, and 3 


Fung by it till relieved. _ 


Mr. Blairs return to Edinb 0 gave great ſatis · 
W * 


faction to his friends there, who were much ſet a- 
gainſt bis voyage, and looked unoh his bach · coming 
as an anſwer to ſome of their prayers. And it appear - 
ed by the event, as if that had. been the caſe : For 


Mrs. Mien having 7 on his return, to peti- 


e council for liberty to himſelf, and his 
perſecuted brethren, HE args the goſpel wherever 
they ſhould. get a call, from miniſters or people, and 
promiſed to put it into the treaſurer's hand, as he 
went into the council; Mr. #lair condeſcended to. 
ber requeſt, And ſhe alfo was as good as her word: 


For the oouncil· day immediately following, there con · 


veened a great number of religious matrons drawn up 
in order, from the council-houſe door to the ſtreet, 
who agreed to put it into the hands of Aliſon. Coci- 
burn, widow. of Mr. 4*chibald =_ as. the eldeſt of. 
their number, to be by her preſented to the treaſurex.. 
But his-lordſhip having, ſhuffled aſide the weak old 
woman, Mrs. Mein, as better ſhapen out for ſuch. 
adventures, pulled the paper out of Mrs: Row's hand, 


% 


Saunen op. to. Truguaic gripped him by the pms, 
r 


ſaying, Stand, my lord, in 
I ſpeak with you. This 3 ſummons be- 
hoved, no doubt, to be obeyed. So the lord treaſurer 
looking back, replied, Good woman, whab would: you. 
ſay to me ? There is, (aid ſhe, 4 humble” ſupplication of 


Mr. Blair 7. All he. Heli, is, that he, and his brethren in. 
the like Fur iy with him, may have liberty to preach. 
, 


A 


the goſpel, .&c. 1 charge Jour to-befriend the mattet, as 


Hou would have Cod to: befriend you at your ' death... The. 
charge, tho* rude, was obeyed ;. and the deſire of the 
ſupplication granted by the ſecret council. So that. 
thoſe ' baniſhed. miniſters. were not only ſuffered ta 


ſtay at home, but declared capable of receiving an 


_— 


s name I charge ou, till 9 


bp | x 92 rp 
orderly call, whenever they Galt be favoured wit 
. the lame. 
The door being thus opened, Mr. Blair got a call. 
ſome time in the ſpring-ſeaſon anno 1638. to be colts. 
league to Mr. Milliam Annan at Ayr. And upon Med. 
 heſday the ſecond of May following, being the presby- | 
 . _ tery-day, Mr. Blair having preached from 2 Cor. iv. 3. 
Was, at the ſpecial ' nd earneſt defire of all the 
people, (the provolf, bailies, and town-counci}; hav- 
ing for the moſt part been preſent with the presby- 
try), admitted miniſter, and fellow-helper to Mr. 
William Annan; as the act of that preebytry bears. 
And much about the ſame time Mr. 70h» Leingfon 
was admitted to the miniſtry at Stranrawer. | 
Theſe two minilters being thus ſeitled on the near- 
eſt coaſts to the kingdom of Treland, feveral bf their 
_ old pariſhioners came over, and dwelt under the 
drop of their miniſtry; and ſeveral hundreds more 
would have come over, at a time, to ſacramental de: 
K 5 
IP Shortl thereafter, the coyenanters having happ ily 
5 preralef with king Charles to indict an aſſembly 120 
parliament, the general woes War fat at GHaſzow' in' 
November this yeat ; the moſt fo emh one Th had 
ever been in the kingdom. And in reſpect the ſee and 
univerſity of Sf. Andrews was deſerted of its relate, 
and doctors, and but badly fi worn by thoſe who, 
remained, they, upon the call of the town-council of 
Se. Andrei, and others having "intereſt, made an 
Akt, tranſportin g Mr. Blair from Ayr to St- Andrews, 
as a proper miniſter for that high watch-tower. But 
tze very reaſons which determined this aſſenibly to 
| _ tranſport Mr. Blair, did deter him from complying 
with that tranſportation.” And fo the burgh of yr, 
where che Lord had begun to bleſs his labours, had | 
the favour of his miniſtry for another year. 
But the general aſſembly which fat at Edinburgh in 
aug 1639. agree” an a of. the Pre 


non 


feſſor of divinity in the new oo] ledge at Sr. Andres. 


much about the fame 1 time Mr. Rutherford was. admits. - 


obeying; the 48 of the*former'affembly , they perem 


2 "+ 
F ne Kg ad his 86577 libje cke at Dare 
Ro v ing been offefded- With Mr. l for nor 


torily ordered him to tranſport himſelf to Sf. Andrews 
inſtantly and that he might the more cordiall ee ſub- 
mit to Ars t order, the alſembly did tranſport Mr. 

Rutherford from the miniſtry at Anwoth, to be — 7 


Accordingly, u on the 15th day of September: 
Mr. Blair intimated that act of tranſportation to his 
congregation at H and, with their conſent; reſigned 
his place and miniſtry in favours of Mr. John Fer- 

guſhitl- miniſter at, Oc4i/tree ; and ſhortly thereafter _ 
a admitted to the m iniſtry at St. Andrews, And 


ted his colleague; for Mt. Rutherford refuſed to be 
tranſported, exc 195 upon th t hat condition: Which of- : 
fice he, chearfully executed” without any” additional 
ſlipend ; the preaching of the goſpel baving by him 
been accounted bis ove eye, as he i it in his 
excellent letters. ef 
One incident. more is all that remains to be nid is 
concerning Mr. Bl air during this period. In the 
time of the ſitting 1 the laſt js Harry „and on a Lord's 
day, after the Fi ing of the laſt bell word having 
been brought to the Great kirk of Etinhurgh, where, 
the members of allembly did:ſit, that the miniſter a 
pointed to preach there was unable to attend; Be 
earl of Rothes hearing this, and looking thro” he I 45 
church to ſeveral of the miniſters, called to Mr. 
Blair, acquainted him with their diſappointment, 
and intreated him, that if he ſhould do no more than 
read a piece of ſeripture, and pray, he would do it, 
and keep them together, as they could not now eee 
pet accommodation in other churches. Whereuponn 
Mr. Blair, without anſwering any. thing, went to tee 
deſk, and taking the bible from the reader, (for at — 
chat time. lt was uſual for the mens to read a | 
portion 
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portion of farbene 28 4 a fabje of meditation to the 
untiſ the miniſter came in), heread the fifty- 
Fel chapter of . {/a;aþ,.the ſame which: the other ha 
nead before bim; and and tho he had ſtudied. the ſame 
no mote than occurred during the reading, hen no 
ſuch 3 be ESD 8 
pertinentiy pathetically upon that ter, to 
great ſatisfaction and e of 154 een "me 
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Fe the TI Mr. Blair Was fallen he 701004 at. 


St. Andrews. anno..1639. to the time. he was 175 
none ee be efare. the parliament” 1661. 


IN the year 1640. the king, By idvice or kit POR 

and theearl of Strafford, burnt the articles of trea · 
i with the Scots ; and prepared to chaſtiſe them with. 
z royal army, to which his adviſers contributed very 
liberally. The Scots reſblving not always to play 
after-game, and to be wiſe behind-hand, raiſed a 

lant army; with which (being thereto. encouraged 
by ſome of the Eng/i/h) they invaded England, and 
| routed about 3000 of the E at. Newbirn, 
Whereupon. the reſt of the. Eng Ji . retired with 
great precipitation; and the Scots had Newcaſtle ſur- 


rendered to them, with the king's magazine there; 


and within two days after, they made. themſelves 
maſters of Durham, and took free quarters from the 
Ergli/p, for ſuch as were not otherwiſe provided: 
Which produced a new. treaty, begun at 1 
Re at London, more favourable for the Scots 
than the former treaty. * : 


With this army the church ſent an able miniſter for 
every regiment, who were jointly veſted with the 


lord 


i of a provbyrery. Mr. Blair went with the 
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lord Liadſaꝰs egit bats ne wii the treaty us 
ſt on foot, the committee of eſtates with the arm 
ſent him up to aſklt the: commiſſioners, With his- bet 
advice. + 888” 366, G3 -2 Why 21 A N 
Amongſt all he Feat: army, hers? _ carte a 
man wanted a bible; and a great part of them wen 
devout and religious perfons: 80 rhat When 
came to their quarters, there Was little elſe 40 . | 
heard, but reading, prayer, and folemn melody. 
The large treaty having been concluded, the ge 
neral aſſembly conveened Us Sr. Andrews, "Fuly 200. 
1641. and after a n ſermon by Mr. Blair, was 
transferred to Edinturgh, where the parliament were 
called to meet.” Thither the king came in perſon, 
and gave the royal aſſent to that treaty, and to the 
receding work of reformation in Scerland. 5 
In Ocfoler this year, a moſt horrid bellen id 
break out ee the papiſts in Trelund; and he 
moſt inhumane murdering and maſſacring of fome 
hundred thouſands of proteſtauts, that ever yay 
heurd of in the world; which did almoſt depe 
the northern counties of "that Kingdom, 
left a proteſtant miniſter in the cy. I 
Wherefore the inhabitants of thoſe Ties who. 
7 ſurvived that orm, being peneral Et 8: made 
application to the general aſſembly in Scorland, 
| anno 1642. for ſupply of miniſters : 5 ng for feve- 
| ral years thereafter, eight | minifters were annually 
ſent over to them, two at a time; who were to cons- 
tinue there for three months together, till relieved 
ö by other two. Probationers for the miniſtry were 
| alſo dealt with to go thither. And the miniſters who 
; 


FS. 


went over at this time, were, with the miniſters who 
went over with the Scorr army, which had been Tentthis _ 
ther, in 1 erer, under general Monro, to ſup] 
N prefs the rebellion there, ordered to eftabliſh ſeſhons - 
J or elderſhips, and to try and ordain fuch young! men 
| u offergd theniſelves to the —— ere. 
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lJarmerly were ſettled im {rs eland,... were omitted; 1 and 
Mr. Blair went over with. the firlt: Phot us 


During all the three months he was in Ireland, he 


ever y;;and. twice on. 
0 ; * „ Addltorie⸗ 


generally, preached one: 
Sabb 7 and frequently bone 
” ng contain them; : 


geſo large; 
N 3 - | ee Wb d the | ſacrament 
of 1 ome; DE. men 
5 But becauſe many of f the. bells Fo og 
ro! conſtraint, taken an oath, impoſed by the lord 


eputy, abjuring the natjong egxeng iSgottond ; 


1 Mr. Blair, after a. pathetick diſcobr P out 
the guilt. of. that black ,oath, charged all by gi 


ſcience. accuſed and, condemned them, to, ſeparate 
themſelves from amongſt | thoſe, wh: 0, Were, not in- 
© volved in that grievous, provocation. And they hay: 


ing willingly. done | ſo; and 220 od in a body on, his 


ft hand, he as 2 fon, by .thunder, and then 
of Kae N avith, reat vehemenc y, en energy, 
ee before es, he FOE, threageniags 

held forth x lay gall, uch tranſgreſſors; 
and then Py e to. diſplay the exceeding 


greatneſs of, God's; mercy. and. grace, © rade om 
pardon thro! + 


to fly to God fon, reconciliation, an 
Chriſt. And after the gyilty had willingly, and with 


+ ep expreſſions of. grief. and ſorrow, confeſſed their 


they were received as ſincere penitents, and a ad- 
Mmitted to the holy 2 3 

Of that folemnity, ſeyeral o 1 chrill. 
ans declared, that they never ſaw the like, nor ever 
heard the oſp el ſo powerlully:” preached, and perti- 
nently ap oy with ſuch yariety oft reatenings, pro- 


miſes, exhortations, motives, comforts, and cordials ; 


and that they never faw fuch. ee and heart. 
| melting Among. bearers, For guilt Ity and innocent: 
-- that. i it might be truly 
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aid, that, UG gathered ti | 
: gether 1 8 that Place, HR drew. Refs Poured «7 | 
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out before the Lord, and ſaid, we have ſinned againſt the 

Lord, i Sam. vii. 6. | 5 55 5 > | 

During this ſhort viſit to Ireland, both miniſters. 

and profeſſors had many ſweet and ſoul-refreſhing days 

of the goſpel, and ſome ſolemn high Sabbaths ; the like 

of which Mr. Blgir ſeldom enjoyed in St. Andrews.— 

Likelt to thoſe were ſome communion-Sabbeths © 

where Mr. Blair affiſted in ſome of the north parts 

of Fiſe, eſpecially betwixt the years 1650 and 1660. 

| After Mr. Blair had for ſome time laboured amangſt 

| his people at Sf, Andrews, he found his burden in- | 
ſupportable, by reaſon that his congregation was 
vaſtly numerous, the common people very ignorant, 
and the gentry and citizens generally not only pro- 
ſane and diſſolute, but very ſuperſtitious and prelati- | 
cal: And, that he might be eaſed of a ſhare of that  Þ} 
burden, he parted with a conſiderable part of the 
emoluments due to his office, viz. the vicarages, 

and what elſe properly belonged to the archdeanry, J 


and with all the teinds of certain lands in the re- 

mote part of his pariſh ; and having obtained the 
conſent of the ſeveral heritors concerned, he got 

the ſame, with a part of Ceres pariſh, disjoined from 
theſe ſeveral pariſhes, by an act of parliament, and © + 
united into one pariſh. And after he had thus got= © 

a competent legal ſtipend allotted to the fame, he 
ſet a voluntary contribution on foot, for the buildzxk 
ing of a new church arid manſe; which was colle&- 2 
ed by John Martin of Lathonsſ5, a man zealous 

for that goot work. And the ſame having been ac- 
compliſhed in a convenient time, Mr. George Nairn 

was, anno. 1646, ordained firſt miniſter of that new 

pariſh, by Mr. Blair; who was thereby much eſaed 


of the weighty burden laid upon him, ” 
The affairs of church and ſtate were various and 
weighty during the years 1643 and 1644: And par- 
ticularly, in Auguſt 1643, the committee of the 
general aſſembly, whereof Mr. Blair was one, with 
N . John 
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John earl of Rutland, and other four bommiſſion- 


ers from the, parliament of England, and Mefficur; 


"Stephen Marſhal' and Philip Me, miniſters, agreed to 


.@ ſolemn league and covenant, betwixt the two King- 
dms of Scotland and England, 
When the draught of the ſame was read to the 
general aſſembly, our ſmoking deſires for aniformit 
Tia break forth into a vehement flame, and was fo 


_ heartily embraced, and with ſuch a torrent of mol! 


affectionate expreſſions, as none but eye and ear 
witneſſes can conceive. \ When the vote of ſome 
old miniſters was asked, their joy was ſo great, 
that tears did interrupt their expreſſions. 

As one of the conditions | ſtipulated with the 
Engliſh commiſſioners, the convention of eſtates 
ok an army to be raiſed for the aſſiſtance of the 
parliament of England, then at war with the king, 
and marched into England in the end of the year 
1643. In this expedition, Mr. Blai# was, by the 
commiſſion. of the aſſembly, appointed miniſter to 
the earl of Crawford's regiment z with whom he ſtaid 


till the victory obtained by the Engliſh and Scots over 
the king's army, commanded by prince Rupert, at 
 Marſton-moor, in the beginning of July 1644 : In 


which month he returned to his charge at S/. An- 


SIS: of uguſt following, the earl of Montroſe, who 
from a zealous covenanter, turned an inveterate ene- 
my. to the covenanters, took the field againſt . them, 


With a number of bloody men, moſtly i/þ, who 
came over for his aſſiſtance under Alaſter MacDonald, 


a blood-thirſty papiſt ; and with theſe, and ſeveral 


unnatural countrymen who gathered unto him, he 


routed ſeveral parties of the covenanters, ſome of 


them far more numerous than his own, but haſtily, 


and ſometimes confuſedly, drawn together; as at Perth, 
September 1. 1644 ; at Aberdeen, September 13. at Ii. 


7 E 99. Þ 
verlachy, February. 2, 1645; at Oldearn, May 6. at 
Alford, " Jul 2. and at Kil/th, Auguſt 15. . 
| 40 thele circumſtances, church and ſtate did what 
they could to oppoſe the enemy. But, the ſtrength 
of the nation being then in Eng/and, and the Lord's 
anger having gone forth againſt thoſe at home, the 
deſtruction decreed did overflow for near two years ; 
in which time near 30,000 of the covenanters were 
laid in their winding-ſheets, 

October 1. 1644. the ſynod of Fife met at Crnpar'; # Þ 
and afteraſermon by Mr. "Blair, from 7ob xvii. 8. 28 
who tho he was not moderator of the former ſynod, 
was pitched on as the fitteſt to ſpeak a word in ſea- * 
ſon, both to miniſters and people, in a time of ſo 
much. wrath, they drew up overtures for humiliation, 
and reformation of the ſhire of Fife and ordained - 
the Lord's day, October 20. and the Tueſday ank 
Thurſday following, to be obſerved with ſolemn faſt» 
ing and hunuliation.. _. 0 

The parliament, and commiſſion of. the kirk, fat at g 
Perth in Zuly 1645. The parliament was opened wit 
a ſermon by Mr. Blair; and the 26th and 27th of that 
month were kept as ſalemn days of humiliation. - 
After Mr. Blair had, upon the forenoon of Sabbath 
the 27th, preached again to. the parliament, he rode - 
out to the army, then incamped at Forgandenny; and 
in the afternoon 5 to Crawford's . and 
Maitland's regiments, to the firſt of whom he had 
been chaplain. He told that brigade, that he was in- 
formed, that many of them were now become dif- 
ſolute and profane; and aſſured them, that *tho* = - 
God had covered their heads in the, day of battle, 8 
that very few of them were killed at Longmarſton ; ye 
they ſhould not now be able to ſtand 5 ore a leſs Pe 
midable, foe, unleſs they repented. This freedo 
coming from one. who they, knew loved them, 2m 
had a care both of ſoul. and body, was taken in good 
part: Yet it was too little laid to heart. And accord- 
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ing to the ſad threatening, Crawford's regiment was | 
| almoſt wholly cut off at X//5rh, within three weeks 
| thereafter. 8 | | 7 p 
After the defeat at X//th, the heritors of Fife. 
ſhire had ſeveral meetings for conſultation; at which 
Mr. Blair, and certain other of their miniſters, were 
called to be preſent. Some were for treating with 
Montroſe. But Mr. Blair oppoſed acknowledg- 
ing him upon any account, tho' never ſo ſpecious. 
© That meeting concluded nothing; and Montroſe's 
party over - running the ſhire, Mie. Blair removed 
with his family to Dundee, as a place of more ſtrength, 
and which had in April preceeding held out one af- 
- Sole from his forces, | fon 7 | 
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About this time the Lord began to look upon the 
affliction ofhis le ; and the committee of eſtates 
- fawcauſetorecalmajor-general David Leſlie, with 4000 
| Horſe and 1000 dragoons, from England. To oppoſe 
. theſe Montro/e marched ſouthward ; but was ſhame» 
fully routed at Philiphaugh, upon the 13th day of 
. September, many of his forces were killed and taken 
priſoners, and he himſelf hardly eſcaped. 
- | Ampngſt the priſoners taken, there were, Sir Ro- 
bert Spotfwoed preſident, Sir John Hay Clerk-regiſter, 
Sir William Rollock, Sir Philip Nisbet, Nathaniel 
Gordon, c. ſome of whom, viz. Sir William Rollock, 
Sir Philip Nisbet, &c. were tried by the committee 
of eſtates which ſat at G/a/ppw, andeondemned to die; 
and others of them were continued till the fitting 
of the parliament which was to meet in November. 
The 26th of that month, the parliament and 
- _. eommiſſion of the kirk fat down at Str. Andrews; 
| For at that time the N raged in Edinburgh, Leith, 
and other parts of Lothian. Mr. Blair preached be- 
Fore this parliament ; he alſo prayed at the conſtitution 
of their ſeveral ſeſſions; and was at much pains to 
accommodate a difference betwixt the Hamiltons and 
Campbells, but without ſucceſs, + F 


Ti 


| E : 
At this parliament, ſeveral of the priſoners taken 
at Philiphauglh, were tried; and three of them, viz, . 
Sir Robert Spotſwoed, Nathaniel Gordon, and Mr. 
Andrew Guthrie, were executed on the 17th day of 
January thereaſter. Mr. Blair viſited theſe men oſten, 
and was at great pains to convince them of their 
fin. With Mr. Gordon he prevailed fo far, that he 
ſeemed very penitent, under a ſenſe of his bloodſhed, 


and joining in that cauſe;- and ſought to be relaxed 


from the greater excomn unication, which had deen 
pronounced againſt him. Mr. Blair did according- 

| Ji, by the authority of the church, relax him from 

that ſentence; we obtained great ſatisfaction from 
him. But of his labours beſtowed on the other two, 
he found no good effect; Spotſwood dying with the 


moſt invidious reproaches on honeſt miniſters, wbo 


had been faithful to their truſt ; and Guthrie died 
ſtupidly impenitent. Theſe two were biſhops ſons; 
mali corvi malum oπ mm. Tr 

In the end of the year, major-general David Leſlie * 
left a conſiderable number of forces to maintain the 
| mo under Middleton's command, who was then 

ooked upon as a aue, wer valiant man; and he him- 
ſelf returned to England with the reſt. 125 


In March 1646. à new flame did break out- n this = 
north. Seaforth and his adherents preſented to te 


committee of eſtates, a dangerous and ſeditious bond, 
under the name of An humble Nemonſirance. Againſt 
this, the commiſſion of the church, whereof Mr. 
Blair was one, did emit a declaration. But Sea-' 
forth being reſolved to effectuate the ends of his re- 
monſtrance, raiſed an army of 5000 men in his 
own country; while Montroſe ranged Is: 
 Aloſter MacDonald with his J1riſþ in Areyle's 
bounds, Ogiloy with the Arho/-men and other High- 
anders infeſted the Stormont, and the Gordons in- 
felted denen += 7 1 
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Upon theſe commotions, Middleton. divided this 
army into ſeyeral parties for the ſuppreſſion of the 
rebels, and marched northward; where having de- 
ſeated the Gordons in the fields, and chaſed them out 
ofall their ſtrong- holds, this ſo diſpirited the reſt, that 
they never durſt look him in the face. 
FE. - While our forces were thus regaining their ground 
gat home, the parliament-forces in England were ſo. 
1, victorious over the king's army, that he thought fit, 
April 2. 1646. to eſcape in diſguiſe, and put him- 
ſelf under the ſafeguard of the Scots army, whoſe 
bead - quarters were then at Newark off Trent. I 

- » News of this having been brought. to Edinburgh, 

_ commiſſioners were ſent to compliment him in the 
©  -arliament's name: And the king, by a proclama- 
tion, ordered all who had appeared for him in Scat. 

land, to lay down their arms; and promiſed heartily , 
| to comply with the counſels of his parliament of both 
f kingdoms, and to ſettle religion by the advice of the 

mines daher i= fe 5 oo 

The general;aſſembly ſat down at Edinburgh the be- 

ginning of June following; and Mr. Blair was choſen 
their moderator. Amongſt other things, that aſſembly 
ordered the moderator, with Mr. Cans and 

Mr. Robert Douglas, to repair to the king at Newca/!le, 

to concur with Mr. Alexander Henderſon, and others 
vrho were there before them, in endeavouring to per- 
ſuade his majeſty, to lay to heart the great blood- 
ſhed committed within his kingdoms, by himſelt, and 
others by his authority; and to reconcile him to 
preſbyterial government and the covenants. 
When thoſe three miniſters got a hearing, the 
room was immediately filled with ſeveral ſorts of 
> people to ſee their reception. At which time Mr. An- 
- grew Cant, as the eldeſt of the three, having beguna 
- ſpeech to the; king, briskly inſinuating, with his 
won ted plainneſs and zeal, that the king favoured 
" popery; Mr. Blair interrupted him, and modeſtly 
nn, . __» hinted, 
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_ Hiated, that their audience was neither in 4 fit time 
nor place. The king looking earneſtly to him, ſaid, 
that honeſt man ſpeaks wiſely and diſcreetly; there- 
fore I appoint-you-three to attend me to- morrow at 
ten o' clock in my bed- chamber The miniſters at- 
| tended as appointed, but got little ſatisfaction. On- 
ly, when Mr. Blair asked his majeſty, if there were 
not abominations in popery which he -abhorred? | 
the king, lifting off his hat, aid, 7 take God to uit- 
neſe, that there are abominationt in popery, which 1 fo 
much abhor, that ere I conſent to them, I would rather 
i!!!! »,, TO Oe > 
For ſome time thereafter Mr. Blair attended at 
Newcaſtle, waiting the iſſue of a treaty which was 
then ſet on foot, not only betwixt the king and tze 
Scots,- but alſo betwixt the king and his Engliſb par- 
| liament'; and having, with Mr. Henderſon, (for theſe 
two the king favoured moſt), been ſeveral times ad- 
mitted to private 5 with the king, they ear- 
neſtly urged him to ſatĩsfy the juſt deſires of his ſub- 
jets, But he. obſtinately refuſed, tho? they, with _ 
ſome others, beſought it upon their knees, and with _ 
tears. — Retiewed commiſſions were for this purpoſe '_ 
ſent from the ſtates of Scotland, but all to no good 
_ purpoſe. So Mr. Blair returned to Scotland, in the © 


% 


company of our commiſſioners. | OS = 
_ Auguſt 19. the famous Mr. Alexander Henderſon - 
died at Edinburgh. And no ſooner did the king hear 
of . his. death, than, to prevent importunity for | 
his poſt as his chaplain in Scotland, in favours of one 4 
who might not be acceptable; he immediately or- „ 
dered a patent for it in favours of Mr. Blair. When 
news of thls was brought to Mr. Blair, he was in a 
great difficulty, fearing he might be inſnared. But 
after he had wreſtled with God, for direction in that 
matter; and conſulted with Mr. David Dickſon, whoſe 
advice, in matters wherein conſcience was concern- 
ed, he highly eſteemed; and refleQing, that Mr. Hen 
BE | SE | . 
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Aurſen held faſt his integrity to the end, amidſt equal 
ſttemptations, he was encouraged to accept that em- 
35 FW and applied himſelf to the ſame with great 

| ithaluelrand, iligence. Every day he prayed be- 
fore dinner and ſupper in the preſence-chamber, the 
king and all the court attending on the diets; and on 
the Lord's day he lectured once, and preached twice: 
Beſides, he ſometimes preached at S. Nicholas church 
on week days; and had much converſation with the 

King, ſometimes dealing earneſtly with him, to con- 

deſcend to the juſt deſires of his parliaments, and at 
ether times debating concerning prelacy, liturgies, 

and ceremonies, Ce. C 

One day, after prayer, the king asked him, if it was 
warrantable in prayer to determine a controverſy? 
Mr. Blair taking the hint, anſwered, that he thought 
| he had determined no controverſy in that prayer. 
Les, faid the king; you have determined the pope, 
the biſhop of Rome, to be antichriſt ; which is contro- 
verted amongſt orthodox divines. To this Mr. Blair 
| replied, Sir, to me that is no controverſy, and I am 
ſorry it ſhould be ſo accounted by your majeſty. Sure, 
it was no controverſy to your father of happy me- 
mory. This filenced the king; for he was a great 
defender of his father's opinions ; and his teſtimony 
had more weight with him, as Mr. Blair knew well, 
than the teſtimony of any divine. Aſter a few months 
W---- - +. opens permitted to viſit his flock and 
| F 2 this time the debates run high betwixt the Eng- 
2s 08 28 and our eommiſſioners, ext ue 

EP iſpoſal of the king's perſon. The Scots claimed 

à joint intereſt in that matter. But the Engliſh hay- 
ing no more need of their aſſiſtance, carried very dif- 

Ferent from what their commiſſioners undertook for 

them at Edinburgh, in the year 1643; and being deep 
in arrears to the Scots for their 7 ſervices, they 

refuſed to pay up theſe, till the Scots, ſhould * 
| ng | 5 9218 Tap” "bt the 
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leave the Scots army, and go to, Holmby- houſe, 55 miles 
from London. The Scots canſiderivg, that to keep 
the king with them would raiſe inteſtine commotions 


in their own country, and quickly bring the ſeat of 


the war within their own bowels, the parliament and 
commiſſion of the church found it neceſſary to give 
up the king to the Engliſh, on condition he Fe * 
with them in honour, freedom, and ſafety. 


* — 


After the ſitting of the Scots parliament, and com- | 


miſſion of the kirk, Mr. Blarr made another viſit to 
the king at Veucaſtle, to ſolicit his compliance with 
the deſires of the Scots commiſſioners, which at that 
time were again ſent up to him ; and urged him, with 


all the earneſtneſs and arguments he was maſter at, 2-4 


ſubſcribe the covenant, and aboliſh epiſcopacy out of 
England ; and then he was, confident all honeſt Scotfe 


men would eſpouſe his quarrel againſt his enemies in - 
England, and hazard their lives and fortunes on his 
account. To this the king anſwered, That he was 
bound by his great oath to defend epiſcopacy, with the 
liturgy and ceremonies of that church; and that ere 
he wronged his conſcience, by violating his corona=- 
tion-oath, he would rather loſe his crowns and his 


life. Mr. Blair asked the king, what was the form of 


his oath ? His majeſty anſwered, To defend and main- 


tain in England epiſcopacy, with the liturgy and cere- 
monies of that church, to the uttermoſt of my power 
Then, ſaid Mr. Blair, your majelty has maintained 
and defended all theſe, not only to the utmoſt of your 
power, but ſo long and ſo far, that now you have n 


power: And therefore I think, if the. biſhops 1 
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England have any true love to your majeſty's ho- 
nour, and re-eſtabliſhment. on your throne, they 
ſhould adviſe you not to ſtrive any further to keep 


| A oath. But by nothing that he ſaid, could he gain 
any thing apon the n And ſo he k 
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With a ſorrowful heart, and returned again to 8. 
In February 1648. the Scots army returned home; 
and the king was, by the Engliſh, conducted to 
 Holmby-houſe ; where we ſhall leave him for ſome 
time. N . 
From the time the king came firſt to the Scots ar- 
my in England, there were two factions in Scotland, 
of whict, Hamilton and Argyle were the two heads, 
Hamilton's party aimed at bringing down the king to 
 Scotland;. the other oppoſed. this, as threatening to 
make Scotland a field mY blood. And when the parlia- 
ment and army of England had diſcovered their at- 
tachment to ſectarianiſm, and deſigns againſt the king, 
Hamilton's party prevailed ſo far, that in the committee 
of eſtates, it was agreed to levy an army and invade 
England. Againſt this Argyle, Caſſilis, &c. and many 
commiſſioners of ſhires and burghs, proteſted. The 
commiſſion of the kirk did alſo emit a declaration 
againſt it, in regard the king was ſtill as oppoſite as 
ever to the renewed demands of our commiſſioners ; 
and the levees were every where almoſt oppoſed. But 
a party of the oppoſers having been worſted at 
Mauchlin, the levees went on more ſucceſsfully after - 
that. And rofl © duke Hamilton marched in- 
to England by Carliſle, with an army of about 20,000, 
Scots; but was ſhamefully defeated by Cromwel at 
Preſton ; and the duke and many of the commanders 
taken, and executed by the Engliſh. | 
The engagers being thus worfted, the others re- 
fumed the management of affairs. But the remains of 
the engagers, being no leſs deſirous of the maſtery, 
called home general Monro with his forces from 
Ireland; and made ſuch head againſt the anti- 
engagers, as threatened the deſtruction the one of the 
other. | 5 . 
Mir. Blair and other miniſters were at great pains 
. to draw the two parties to an . ; 
5 6 95 | ; F ut 
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but without ſucceſs, till Cromuel purſuing his victory, A 


entered Scotland with his army; when the engagers, 
to avoid his fury, were conſtrained to yield their plea, / 
Shortly after this, Cromwel came to Edinburgh, and 
gave in a Paper to the committee of eſtates, ſhewing 
how far the late engagment had injured England; and 
deſiring, that none who had any hand in it, might be 
permitted to carry office in Scotland. Upon this the 
committee of eſtates made an act, called The att of 
claſſes, debarring engagers,. or any having acceſſion 
to-it, from places of power and truſt, in judicatures 
or armies, Go. „ oe ns 7 
The commiſſion of the kirk who fat at the 
fame time, knowing how much Engliſb affairs were 


now managed. by. Cromwe/'s direction, ſent three f 


their number, viz. Meſſieurs David-Dickſon, Robert 
Blair, and James Guthrie, to deal with him for pro- 
moting uniformity in Exg/and, When they came to 
Cromwel, he entertained them with creamy ſpeeches, ' 
confirmed with tears, and folemn appeals to God, as 
te the ſincerity of the Engliſb intentions. But Mr. 
Blair, who, as having ſome acquaintance with him, 
was appointed to ſpeak for them all, ſaid much in 
few words; and among other things, he told Com- 
wel, that he, and his brethren, the miniſters of Scot - 
land, ſaw no party or power that now hindered the re- 
formation of religion in England, and uniformity be- 


twixt the two churches, but only their army: And aa 


they were ſhrewdly ſuſpected of by- ends, he begged hig 
keys to three queſtions. 1. What was his opinion 
of monarchical government? To this Cromuel an- 
ſwered without heſitation, That he was fer monarchi-- 


cal government, and that in the perſon af the king 8 


and his poſterity, 2. What was his opinion anent 
toleration ? He anſwered as confidently, That he was 
altogether againſt toleration. And, 3: What was his 

opinion eoncerning the government of the church 2 
O now! Mr. Blair, you article me too ſeverely, (ſaid _ 
Cromuel ) 
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_ Cromwell), you muſt pardon me, that I give you not 


à preſent anſwer to this. I muſt have time to delibe- 


rate This he ſhifted ; becauſe, in converſation with 
Mr. Blair before that time, he had ſeveral times con- 


feſſed, that he was for 1 After they 
came out, Mr. Dictſes ſaid to his brethren, I am glad 


to hear this' man ſpeak no. worſe. Whereunto 
Mr. Blair replied, If ye knew him as well as 1 do, ye 


would not believe one word. he ſays. He is an egre- 


gious diſſembler, and a great liar. 


This year 1648. the general aſſembly taking to 
their conſideration, the great apoſtafy and backſlid- 


miniſters bad dealt deceitfully in the matter of the 


covenant, and in the buſineſs of the late engagement; 


endeavouring, in the time of the laſt aſſembly, to 
Have got the engagement approven; for which ſub- 
dolous plots, Mr. Henry Guthry, dux fattionis, and 


Jome others, were depoſed), thought, that there was 


an inevitable neceſſity forcing them at this-time to 
renew the ſolemn league and coyenant. So, Thurſday 
the 16th. of December having been ſpent in humilia- 
tion-and faſting, for the former breach of covenant, 


' they renewed that covenant the day following; and 


fent the directory for * renewing it, and concern- 
ing the debarring of certain perſons from taking the 
ES + 7 8 


eovenant, to the ſeveral presbyteries. 


+ While Scots affairs were thus brought to ſome or- 
der, matters in England were in a woful confuſion, 


Their army being new-modelled, and about forty. 
one of the beſt affected members of Parliament ex- 
eluded, the king, who for ſome time paſt had been 


vſed by them as a priſoner, was, upon the motion of 


cqeir ſectarian army, brought to a trial, before a pack- 
|- etfcourt of commoners, called The high court of 


jaſtice. 


ln the month of Ofober preceeding, the earl of 
Lothian, Sir John Chiefly, and Willian Clendoning, were 
$197 £55525; 257 00. 0055 ent 
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ſent from the committee of eſtates to the parliament : 
of England, and Mr. Robert Blair. from the com- 
miſſion of the kirk, to the aſſembly of divines, fort 
the preſeryation and promoting of uniformity, 'When 
theſe commiſſioners underſtood the deſigns. of the 
Engliſb againſt the king's liſe, they petitioned the 
parliament, not to proceed to any trial againſt the 
king, till the advice of the Scots nation was obtained; 3 
and having wrote ta Scotland, informing of what was 
in agitation at London, the repreſentatives both of | 
church and ſtate ſent up inſtructions to their com- 
miſſioners at London, to oppoſe that trial, by all means — 
poſſible. But tho' they. remonſtrated and proteſted = + 
againſt the ſame, in the name both of the church and 
{tate of Scotland, that court never ceaſed, till they 
brought the king to the block, January 30. 1648-9. - 
While the trial was in dependence, the king was 
deſirous of the company and converſe of his Engliſh 
chaplains; and being denied theſe, did, ſhortly before 
his death, defire, that Mr. Blair, whom he eſteemed 
for his piety and prudence, might be permitted to 7 
come to him. But tho” Mr. Blair uſed all means to 
obtain acceſs to the king, and to be with him ſo long 
as he choſe his company; that was flatly reſuſed; 
8 2 were they to his majeſty's foul as well as 
dog, af = FE 23 
News of this tragedy being ſent to Edinburgh, the 
committee of eſtates did preſently proclaim the title 
of the young prince, then in Holland; and ordered 
their commiſſioners at London, to go over and congra- 
tulate him in their name; and reſolved, tfat znother 
miniſter, with an elder from the kirk, ſhould meet 
them at the Hague, with a commiſſion, articles and * 
inſtructions. The commiſſioners at Londen-ptepareds.. . 
themſelves for their journey. But before then :@uld'* 
reach Graveſend, they were, by order of the HH _*. * 
parliament, brought. back, and confined,” till M N 
ſhould be aſſured from the eſtates of Scotland, ns "I 
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they En their commiſſion ; and even when that 

was obtained, they v 

to Berwick with a guard. | 
During this catching, Mr. Blair was ſore pained 


with the gout, and ſometimes more with the gravel; 


whereby bis healthy conſtitution was broken, and he 
came not ſo much out to church-judicatures after 
that, as formerly, . _ | ee 
> In 7uly 1649. both parliament and aſſembly ſat at 
Edinburgh. Their only contention was, who could 
contribute moſt for the intereſts of religion. Among 
other things, the parliament repealed patronages ; 
and this, and the former aſſembly, appointed certain 
of their number in different parts of the kingdom, 
to viſit ſundry places, and to purge out corrupt mem - 
bers: which did much good; for many profane, ſcan- 
dalous, inſufficient, and unfaithful miniſters, were 
a * eſpecially in Angus, Mearnf, and Stirling 
res. Th SN | Ps 1 
In October following, the committee of eſtates ſent 
another commiſſion, with new propoſitions, to the 
young king ; who returned a very diſcreet anſwer, 
and appointed a treaty to be betwixt him and the 
Scots, at Breda, in March 1650. For this purpoſe, the 
eſtates named Lothian, Liberton, Sir John Smith, and A. 
lexander Faffrey ; and the church named Mr. John Li- 
vingſton, Mr. James Wood, and Mr. George Hutcheſon, 
minifters; with Cafi/s and Brodie, ruling elders. The 
reſult of this "treaty was, the bringing over the king, 
without ſufficient ſecurity given for religion; con- 
trary to the inclination of Mr. Livingſton, and ſome. 
other of the commiſſioners - and crowning him with 
great ſolemnity at Sroon, the firſt of Fanuary 1651.; at 
which:time he ſware the covenants, and engaged to 
maintain presbyterian government, &c. 
"While this treaty was upon the anvil, Montro/e 
landed in the north of Scetland; with the king's 
commiſſion, and raiſed ſome forces. But his ſmall 
ä 1 | „„ EF 
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army was defeated by a few troops ſent out againſt 
him, under the command of the colonels Ker, Sra- 
chan, and Haltet; and he himſelf was 5 


after taken priſoner, in the laird of Aſen's bounds, 


May, in a way, as was thought by ſome, too igno- 
minious. | ” 1 8 : 2 

During his trial, the commiſſion of the kirk ſent 
Mr. Blair, and ſome other miniſters, to him, to per- 
ſuade him to lay to heart his great bloodſhed and 
wickedneſs, - But he excuſed himſelf, by his commiſe 


ſions from the king, and died obſtinately impenitent. 


with the news of an intended invaſion by the Engliſh 
ſectaries, under the command of Gromwel, who, 


appointed general of the Engliſh forces; the par- 


horſe, to be inſtantly: raiſed, to join with the ſtand- 
ing forces, againſt the invaders; and after that a 
ſecond levy was refolved o. 


It was not long ere there was occaſion for all theſe, 
Cromwel invaded the kingdom, in Fuly 1650. 3 and 


and ſtopt all communication betwixt the two coaſts, 
Some time was ſpent in declaratiens by Cromwel, 
of his and the Eng/t/þ parliament's ſincere intentions 


eſpouſing the quarrel of Charles Stewart, the head 


of the malignants, as they called the king. To which 


) doth church and ſtate anſwered, by counter-declarati- 
1 ons. Some g2kirmiſhes alſo enſued; in which our army 
t found they had to do with an enemy every way 
) as alert as themſe ve. $5.8 
= Upon this the miniſtry thought fit, that there 


5 ſhould be a faſt; and one of the cauſes condeſcended 
8 


en, Was, the not purging of the king's family, Wc 4 


\ 


and brought to Edinburgh; where he was condemned. 
by the parliament, and executed there the 21ſt f 


At this time the Scots nation being daily dunned 


upon Fairfax's declining that particular ſervice, was 


liament ordered a levy of 10,000 foot and 3000 _ 


ſeveral of the Engliſh ſhips of war came up the Frith, _ 


in the preſent invaſion, and blaming the Scots for 


Wherefore þ 
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Wherefore the committee for purging the army; 
_ _ ſet about purging out all who were concerned in duke 
_ - - Hamilton's engagment. There was another com- 
mittee, called a council of war, which gave orders, 
even to the general, when to fight, and when not; 
And the committee of eſtates, and commiſſion of the 
© Kirk, did agree on a declaration to be ſubſcribed by 
: the king, acknowledging his own fin, and the fin of 
his father's houſe. This declaration the king refuſed 
to ſign. Wherefore the commiſſion of the church; by 
an act at Weſttirk, Auguſt 13. 1650. declared, by 4 
majority of one perſon, That until the king diſclaim- 
ed all the fin and guilt of his houſe, both old and 
late, they could not own him and his intereſt, in 
the ſtate of the quarrel betwixt them, and the enemy 
: WM that had invaded the kingdom. And the committee 
of eſtates did, by an act of that date, approve the 
T. ĩðͤ VVV? 
Ĩ' be king thus ſhut up, found it neceſſary to ſwallow 
ouer that declaration, as he had formerly done the co- 
venants. And now the only queſtion was, how to beat 
off the invaders, who had for ſeveral weeks retired, 
and advanced to and again about the ſkirts of the 
town of Edinburgh. . „ es LE oe S 
At length, about the end of Auguſt, our army 
having come out of their trenches, wherein they had 
kept themſelves till the arrival of their forces; the 
Engliſh, who were waſted with great fickneſs, and it 
was ſuſpected, were ſcarce of proviſions; retired eaſt- 
ward. Our army followed them at the heels, and 
- pent them up ſo at Dunbar, that it was ſuppoſed, 
they might have ſtarved them all without fighting 
them. But beyond and above all mens expecta- 
; tion, upon the 3d day of September, that army, which 
lately ſeemed ſo deſpicable, gave ours, Which was 
_ reckoned near double their number, a moſt lament- 
*f able-defeat ; killing and taking priſoners to the 
= number of about'.10,000-of our forces; and com- 
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bop back i to Edinburgh, plundered the _ „ 
were forſaken of their inhabitants, and quartered 
their army _ the reſt: So that it was hard to tell, 
whether thoſe who fled, or they who nn wes. 
in the moſt deplorable condition. 
Another conſequence of this defeat was, that + every 
one blamed the other ; the one ſide, for purging out too 
many who might have been of ſervice againſt the e- 
nemy; and theſe again blamed their oppoſites, for 
being too remiſs, and not well enough purged. And 
thereupon enſued diviſions, both in church and ſtate: 


For the king wanting a coaleſcence betwixt both, againſt 
the common enemy, had the influence to get the conſent, 
both of church and. ſtate, firſt, for the counteract- 

ing, and after ward for reſcinding the act of claſſes. 


In conſequence of which, many who 2 had 


been excluded, as perſons diſſaffected or - * 


were now admitted to places of power and tru 
in the army and in the ſtate. 
Thoſe in ehurch and ſtate. who oven the door | 


for this readmiſhon, were called Reſolutioners, and 


ſome of them Malignants ; and the others, Proteſters, 


or anti- reſolutioners, and aſterarcs Kemonſirgtors. | 


ann 

Hinc illæ lache. Both thured- . ſtate began - 
now to act in divided capacities, and to look almoſt + 
as ſuſpiciouſiy upon one another, as upon the com- 
mon enemy ; and ſeveral presbyteries were ſplit in- 


4totwo, IT he reſolutioners had by far the majority: 
yet the proteſters would not -acknowldege their au- 


thority. And as it was in the church, ſo alſo in the 
army. The colonels Ker and Strachan, & e. would 
not ſerve with the king's army, but retired to the 
Weſt ; and ſome officers, and many ſoldiers, who were 
eſteemed the moſt religious ir the army, followed 
them. The refolutioners alledged; ah Mr. Fames 


. Guthrie, and ſome others of the proteſtres, did what 5 2 
_ . to ee, and veaken the king's ar. 
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my, and ſtrengthen that in the Feſt. And it wa 
not diſguiſed; that Strachan's troop was levied and 
maintained upon the expence'of the miniſters : And 
= _ yet becauſe they were known to be good men, 
Mir. Blair, and many others, who did not love their 
acting in a divided way, hoped for good from them, 
„and heartily wiſhed"and prayed for their ſucceſs. 
yu theſe diviſions, the relief öf the country was 
EF obſtructed, and the work of the invaders done to 
E  theirhand. Shortly thereafter Cromwel did over-run the 
© country ; and apart of his army diſſipated the aſſoci- 
ation in the Ve, and ſeyeral parties of the king's army, 
And the king, unable to make head againſt the ene- 
my, tacked about for England, in July 1651, in hopes 
1 of proper aid from that kingdom. But Gromwel left * 
general Monk, with a part of his army, to keep under 
tze conquered Scots, and ſuppreſs thoſe of them who 
Were yet in arms; while he and Lambert, with the 
EF moſt of the horſe, and a great number of foot, pur- | 
JJ — THE,” 
About the end of Auguſt, our army had the city of 
Worceſter ſurrendered to them. But Cromwel and Lan- 
bert, having received a ſtrong reinforcement from 
; Fleetwood, ſat down before the city; and our army 

K having been in want of proviſions, marched out, Sep- 

1 tember zd and gave the enemy battle. The fight 
IF continued for a time very obſtinate ; but the enemy 
TS Having been at leaſt two to one, our army was wo- 

fully routed. The enemy purſuing, and the country- 


bh. * 
38) 


people (mobile vulgus always joining with the victors) 
- - Tifing in great abundance, all our nobles and officers, 
or the moſt part, at the very firſt were taken, viz. 
| #illiam duke of Hamilton, (who died of his wounds in 
2u ſew days), Rothes, Lauderdale, beflie, Middleton, 


_ - Dalzell, Sir Robert Montgomery, &c, Few or none 
ol note eſcaped,” except the king, and the duke of 
.. io Too ĩ ( 
*  _-- While the two armies were attending one another's 
= f 925 | 3330 3 5 ; 5 : motions 
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motions at Worceſter, Monk ſurpriſed a number o,. 
our nobles, gentry, and miniſters, who were con- 
veened at Elliot in Angus, Auguſt 20. to concert mea», 
ſures for raiſing ſome forces, for the relief of Dundee, - 
which was then beſieged ; and made priſoners of, 
general Leſlie, the earls of Crawford and Marſhal, the 
lords Ogilvie and Bargeny, with the lairds of Hum, 
Lees, Collington, Pourie, &c. and Meſſieurs Robert Dou 
glaſi, James Hamilton, Fohn Smith, Mungo Law, and 
James Sharp, &c. miniſters, All theſe were preſently, - 7 
ſent prifoners to the Eng/i/h ſhips, which lay at an- 
chor before Rroughty. And upon the back of this 
the Engliſh ſtormed Dundee: who knowing nothing 
af that ſurpriſe, held out the town, in hopes of re 
lief promiſed them by general Le/iie ; and near Aa 
thouſand of the inhabitants were killed without quan- 
ter, amongſt whom were ſeveral of. good qualit j; 
| and the town was plundered... After which, general: - 
" Monk ſent away all the foreſaid priſoners, with the two 
| miniſters of Dundee, by a ſhip, to London. Aang 
f ' Shortly thereafter, Argyl, ulltader Wmyſt, Home, Ke.. 
. who had fled to the North, did capitulate with tge 
enemy, and feturned to their houſes. Huntly al k- 
ſo, and the vaſſals of At bol, did claim the benefit of 
Monk's protection. Glencairn and Belcarrgs,, were the © 2 
only perſons of note who ſtood out after this; nor 
vere they able to keep the field mueh longer. 
In theſe circumſtances, what true-hearted Scot/man - 
could calmly. behold the - miſery of his country, 
and the cruel bondage under which they groned. 
without mourning and lamentation; more cſpecially -' 
as our diviſions ſerved as oil to the flame, ang 
were the wormwood and the gall in all theſe cal. 
mitie . 
Mr. Blair had little hand in the foreſaid diviſions. 
He was at London when they firſt broke out; and the 
injury that his health received by that laſt journey, - _ * 
broke his conſtitution, and diſabled him from attend - 
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ing judicatures as he was wont; yet when he came, 
abroad his great endeavour was to, be, a peace- 


maker bet vixt them .ĩ „„ * 
Poor this end, he had a chief hand in procuring a 
meeting of the ſynod of Fife at St. Andrews, in Octo. 
Ker 1651. But ſuch threatenings were ſent from 
Monl, as deterred them from continuing at that time, 
Again, in the ſynod of Fife, which met at St. Au-. 
 drews, in April 1652, he was the firſt who propoſed 
that letters ſhonld be wrote to all the ſynods, to 
cConveen for a friendly conference, at Edinburgh, in 
May following; and was one of eight miniſters ſent 
for that purpoſe from the ſynod of Fife, ' But the 
Keſolutioners were ſo liberal of cenſuring their op- 
poſing brethren, and barring acceſs to the miniſtry 
to ſuch as differed from them; and the Proteſters ſo 
high in their demands, and in oppoſing the two laſt 
aſſemblies at St. Andrews and Dundee, that no medi- 
| ation betwixt them could prevail. 
When Mr. Blair found his endeavours this way 
fltultrated, he left the meeting with grief of heart, 
and returned to Sr. Andrews ; where, and in the 
neighbouring congregations upon ſacramental o- 
cCaſions, his labours were more remarkably bleſſed 
© + than had been the caſe for a long time before. 
While the church was thus wofully divided, the 

__. ſeveral ſhires of the kingdom, forgetting the oath 
bf God, ſhewed too great a propenſion toward a ſin- 
tu compliance with the Enpliſe, both in religion and 
1 politicks. And in this none were more forward than 
| | Hoſe who. were reckoned maljgnants ; nor any more 
"averſe than the miniſters, a very few excepted,” | 
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1 5 In the end of January 1653, ſeveral perſons 


gave in printed overtures to the e the 
ahboliching of presbyterial and monarchical govern- 
ment, the granting a toleration, the levelling of 
| riobleipen, and embodying, Scand inte one cen. 
13 " won-wealth with Z cl. e 
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This paper coming . the „ 7 
of Fife did, upon the motion of Mr. Blair and a 4 
few others, meet at S. Andreu for theſe two ends "a 4 
eſpecially: Firſt, To give teſtimony againſt ſo ſinful a 1 
* withthe enemies of God, and his truth; s 7 "i 
and, ſecondly, To cultivate. union among t 1 
in thoſe things wherein they all. agreed, At thee - 
meeting, Mr. Blair ſhewed his deteſtation of the 

groſs and ſinful, contents of that paper 3 he did ſpeak - 

— for healing meaſures amongſt church · me . | 
and avoiding dangerous extremes, on both hands. 

And as for-Scotland's embodying with Lebend n 
preſent circumſtantiated caſe, he, looked upon, that as 
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Upon the 6th of B BR onaclumation; wn 


made, that Scotland was henceforth. to be governed 


lend, ee EE | " 3 


out of that number to chogle 14 to repreſent the - 


according to the laws of England. And in the lattes _ | 
end of the ſame month, there was a meeting. of the 'Þ 
commiſſioners of ſhires and burghs, with Lambert. 


Mont, Fenwick, Vane, Deans, St. John, Tiſhburn, 


and Holloway, the Engliſb deputięs, at Dalkeith ; Where LEY 
there was an — Hoe tendered by the Engliſh. W 
the Scott commiſſioners, for incorporating the two 
kingdoms into one commonwealth. This engage 
ment, commonly called the Tender, was accepted by  : f 
the moſt; except the commiſſioners from the 2 — 
and Gallowasz, who generally -refuſed it, And in 
May following. the ſeveral ſhires and burghs who _ WE: q 
had accepted the tender, were required to choaſe. 5 4 
commĩſſioners, to meet at Edinburgh, Auguſt =” 


ſhires, and 7 ſor the burghs; who were to ge. 
England, October 1. and to do all things 'neceſſary + 4 
for perfecting the union betwint Scotland andiEngla 
According, in the beginning of Auguſt, e 
Carnegie an Linton, with the lairds of Darieg „ 


Tuamoch of St. Leonards, Glenfarquhar, colonel Lick. | 
Fart, Renton, and Swinton, were elected for the ſhires; WM 
d and John Foxcie, Fohn Mill, Sir Alexander Wedder- 


=. Burn, James Sword, Daniel Wallace, George Guillan, and 
 - Andrew Glen, for the burghs, But when they came 
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2 | than commiſſioners. 3 : LEY b., Cr a 2 ry. 5 
Next year (1653) church- differences iner eaſing, 
and Mr. Blair deſpairing of being able to bring a- 
bout harmony, he made an overture to ſuch in the 
presbyteries of St. Andreu and Coupar as were 
ke - minded with himſelf, that they ſhould meet month · 
= 4 prayer, that the Lord would heal our incurable- 
HKke wounds; and for eenference concerning the likelieſt 
means for advancing the ſtudy and practice of holi · 
gnaeſs in their ſeveral pariſhes, and for ſuppreſſing fin 
3 and proſanity among their people. Which monthly 
meetings were. kept up for ſome time, with great 
„ Hbharmony and ſatisfaction to all the members, until 
ſome of the moſt rigid reſolutioners, eſpeeially Mr. 
mam (afterwards biſhop) Honeyman, at that time 
M. Blair's colleague, began to vent their jealouſies, 
|” that the others were plotting againſt them; a ſuſpei · 
on, than which nothing could be more groundleſs. 
In July 16535 thoſe of the miniſters who were for 
the public re/olutions met in aſſembly. at Edinburgh. 
But before they were conſtitute, they were command - 
ed to diſperſe, by a party of the Engliſh. Mr. David 
Dietſon, the moderator of their former aſſembly, who 
opened up this, anſwered, That they had power from 
Jeſus Chriſt to conveen for the affairs of his houſe. 
But the officers diſregarding ſuch topicks, the aſſem · 
bly were commanded, in the name of the parliament 
vol England, to diſſolve preſently. Againſt this uſur- 
pation Mr. Dichſon proteſted, in the aſſembly's name. 
. Becauſe they had power and authority from Jeſus 
_ "Chriſt! to conveen in his courts. 2. Becauſe their 
| mevtingwgs warjanted by the unrepealed Jaws of the 


to London, they were looked upon rather as petitioners 
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Jand. And, 3. Becauſe the Engliſh were, by the firſt | 
article of the ſolemn; league, bound with them, to 
defend the doctrine, diſcipline, and government of ß 
the kirk of Scotland. But he had ſcarce done ſpeak- Y 
ing, when they were conveyed by a party to Burnt 
field-links, Next day, a number of the proteſters a- 
gainſt the publick reſolutions having likewiſe con- 
veened, the Engliſh got notice of their meeting, anal 
ſerved them with the fame ſauce. they had done their 
brethren. Againſt whieb thoſe miniſters did-alſo pro; 
teſt; and ſent. a copy of their proteſtation to Lilburn, - _ ? 
commander in chief of the Engliſb forces in Scotland, © 
Nevertheleſs, preſbyteries and provincial ſynods met 
with very lin ern EE nr 
The year 1654 began with devolving the power . 
the parliament of England upon Oliver Cromwel, un- 
der the title of Lox D [PROTECTOR of the Gommon- > 
wealth of  ExGLAnD;' SCOTLAND, and IRELAND: — _ 
Who took more power upon him than ever the = } 
king ha,x³! 
In March following, Mr. John Livingſton, and o- 
ther two of the proteſters, were wrote for to giye be 
protector advice, in ſettling the church of Scotland... 3 
Mr. Livingſton refuſed to go, until L:/burn told him, that 
if he would not go as a free-man, he would ſend him 
as a priſoner. When at London, he behaved with -.  - 3 
more courage than many thought prudent: For being 
called to preach before the Protector at Whitehall, '--. 
where ſundry Scot/men. were preſent, he prayed for 
the king thus: God be gracious to him, whoſe right __ * © 
it is to rule in this place, and unjuſtly is thruſt from it. 


* . 
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Sandify thy rod of affliftion to him : und when our bones. 
are laid in the duſt, let our prayers come forth inthine 
appointed time, for doing him and his family good. And «© 
touching the uſurper, he only ſaid, 4s te ir por 
nen that now fill his room, Lord be merciful to them 
Whereat ſome were greatly incenſed, But Cromwell 
having by this time found his end W DR 
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See foe | We 7 . 
two Engh ſp miniſters,” 2 knowing how much | 
OE | 1 6 by che Scolc, Taid; Let 
5 w aer he is a Lazer me an-whir ore we ay 
: dor wen in compariſon” of the hings o la? 
=. * ang n be vs allowed to return kome — * 
: = Tue ſame year an ordinance was bed by % 
= A of ſtate, impowering certain minifters of op- 
5 1 ne perſuaſions, and Mr. Blair: amongſt the reſt, 
$ bi >. fo plant vacant churches, &c: But this ordinance was 
8 0 eraſtian, that few of the miniſters named in it did 
zccept the ſame; and none did more A it than 
( 
EEE Of all the miniſters. nowſtn: Scotland, none were 
OED more: e- minded than Mr. Blair, and the learned 
And pious Mr. Jams Durbom miniſter” at Gloſpou, * 
s ©. "Theſe two meeting together at S/. Andrews, Had the 
+ Iyfluence to draw on à meeting betwixt the chief of 
. 7 the Refelutioners and Proteſters, at Edinburgh, in the 
end of the year; where, eſpecially by the means o 
Re. P Patrick Gilleſpie, harmony was like to prevail, 
Bot che Lord's anger being ſtill drawn out againſt us, 
fr out ſins, theſe promiling beginnings were blaſted, 
und all hope of agreement did evaniſu. 
Vert, notwithſtanding, thro* the Lotd's Wonderful 
5 - Londetertiton,” theſe bitter waters were ſweetened by 
| his bleſſing remarkably the labours of his fairbfol ſer. 
Fants. This was the caſe, not only at S. Andrews, 
*e . And, at © Coupar, Forgen, Dunbop, Ceres, Kemback, 
Scocnie, and other places where Mr. Blair ailified 
© on; commupion occaſions ;* but! in ſeveral other places 
1 * 5 bro. the land, and even in ſome places in the 


| . of Scotland, a endet door, and 4 effetual 
* Vas opened to many. = WEN | 
Anno 1656, in a meetipg at Biivburgh/ [dBidw0 mi- | 
' 2B Wy) ters from every ſynod, it Was agreed to fend 1 
| * 5 n their number to the Protector, to prevent mil- 
ben 88875 — peared carethatthe "eſtabliſhes ca 
wa 1 


2 2 a 8 - N ** * 1 . * n a — _ — * . | 
_ 9 * " Ad "DEITY 4 2 N 1 . a TS 2 % 84 ws Sor, ER DO or * rr the — «of el; * * * es es. N 
F bo N 9 Ll Ln 75 9 7 8 * . 228 F ad. 12 r 8 07-08 TIDE Re Ss q N ä 
N N "Ub Ge mw 33 3 8 . 5 - A EK * 3 n 2 1 bh 5 
- * . * 4 * - * & 
4 *% ot 932 * 0 . , : : 5 4 Ie 4, ©... 4 


25 a 4 45 
* 75 2 9 ho 


— TR. | 


* NR LEE 


FFF „ 
received no more prejudice by the proteſters planting 
kirks, and depoſing miniſters, Gr.; and Mr. James _ © 
Sharp miniſter at Crail, afterwards too well known 
by _—_ infamous practices, was pitched on for that 

UrYPOIC, _. - : 3... - e 1 
, ene he came to London, he got a favourable re: 
ception. But the marquis of Argyie being then alt 
London, procured that the proteſters might have an 

equal hearing. And ſo Mr. James Simpſon at Airth, 
one of the three miniſters depoſed by the aſſembly 

1651, was ſent up by the proteſters. And in the 

beginning of the (year 1657, Mr. James Guthrie at 
Stirling, and Mr. Patrick Gilleſpie at Glaſgow, the 
other two miniſters depoſed by that aſſembly, tog: 
ther with the lord Warriſton, were ſent up to aſſiſt- 

Mr. Simpjon. # 15 ING, W .; "- 

Mr. Blair was utterly againſt thoſe meſſages, judg- 
ing it very unmeet to make the Nrotector umpire 


27 of our ſinful and ſhameful divifions ; but he could 3 

f not prevent them. All theſe commiſſioners went up; 

|, and after mutual jangling before the fox-like and 

594 erafty Protector, who did caſt more oil into the 

d, flame, and judged that their jarrings were his ſecu: 

1 rity, they were diſmiſſed for a time; and afterward EE | 
had liberty to go home, and accommodate their diff: 

J rences as'they beſt S ,!h l. — 

i Upon the zd of September 1658 Oliver Cromwel * > 

„ lord protector died. It was obſerved that he uſed to 

. call that day his, becauſe on it he routed our armies 

at Dunbar and Worceſter, in the years 1650 and 

I 3631 ; and on that ſame very day the king of terrorg <3 

a routed him, and Gop the juſt judge of all called him 
to an account. ; | F 


| Atſter this, his ſon Richard governed for a ſhort | 

£ ſpace; till the army, wearying of one perſon, depoſed: © 
. him, and brought in the remains of the long parliu - 
5 ment, outed by the army in the year 1648; who be= 
0 ing reduced to about 60 now living of 240 members, 
0 : | n 0 " wer 
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1 3882-7] 
were called The Rump Parliament. And theſe bore 
ſway, till the kingdom, being quite ſick of diſtractions, 
reſtored king Charles II. anno 1660; the particulars 
of which reſtoration, and the woſul conſequences of 
it, are otherwiſe well known. 
On this laſt occaſion, Mr. Blair did again beſtir him- 
ſelf to procure union betwixt the reſolutioners and 
proteſters : But tho' he obtained a meeting for that 
effect, his endeavours were fruſtrated ; and no recon- 
ciliation could be obtained, till both ſides were caſt 
into a long and hot furnace of perſecution. | 
About this time Mr. Blair began to bg weary of 
his charge, and to wiſh for a tranſportation, hoping 
that his labours might be more uſeful elſewhere ; for 
of late years he was ſuſpected by both the contending 
parties, and by none more than his two oppoſite. 
colleagues, Mr. Rutherford and Mr. Wood, by whom 
(as he uſed to ſay) he was cuffed upon both hands, 
And no ſooner wasthis inclination divulged, than he 
got a call to Glaſgow; and ſome time after that, a call 
from his old congregation at Bangor; the laſt of 
which he rather inclined to follow. But the preſby- 
tery and ſynod having refuſed to tranſport him, he 
was conſtrained to abide at St, Andrews. 


PERIOD SIXTH. 


From the time Mr. Blair was ſummoned before the Far- 
liament 1661, to his death anno 1866. | 


As in the former part of theſe Memoirs there is 
little coherence betwixt many of the facts re- 
lated, the main thing intended being a relation of 
facts, rather in the order of time than purpoſe ; the | 
ſame rule ſhall be followed here. a 
This year, Mr. James Sharp, knowing the docto- 
rate to be, according to the canon Jaw, a ſtirrup to 
| „ x mount 
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mount him to prelacy, was admitted to that 
place in the college of St. Andrews, Mr. Blair and 
Mr. Rutherford did what they could to obſtruct his 
acceſs; but now the tide of the time being turned, 
he found it poſſible to get in nill they would they ff 
Mr. Blair having often before this bewailed his in- 
ſufficiency for diſcharging his duty fully to all his 
pariſhioners, did. beſtir himſelf to get a landward 
pariſh erected to the north-weſt of St. Andrews, as 
formerly he had obtained to the ſouth-weſt. But 
when he had this point near effectuated, doctor 
Sharp, who knew better how bowls rolled at court, 
and that he himſelf being deſigned for archbiſhop of 
that ſee, would be thereby deprived of a part of his 
living, had the addreſs to get that good deſign ſtopt. 

In September 1661, Mr. Sharp coming to St. An- 
drews, and the preſbytery having had aſſurance of his 
deceitful carriage at court, and of the probability f 
his being made archbiſhop of St. Andrews, ſent Mr. 
Blair and another to him; who diſcharged their duty =: 
ſo faithfully towards him, that Sharp did not greatly 
diſguiſe his reſentment, and was never at eaſe till he 
got Mr. Blair rooted out. PE | 7M 

And as all things concur for the great ends which _.Þ 
God hath before ordained, fo was it in this caſee 
For Mr. Blair being afraid leſt he had behaved 2 

with too great filence, took occaſion, in a fer- 
mon he had from 1 Pet iii. 13, 14. to move the 
queſtion, Whether ſuffering for preſbyterian govern- 
ment was ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake ? and re- 
ſolving it in the affirmative, and giving his teſtimony 
to the covenants, and work of reformation, and a- 
gainſt the finful and corrupt courſes of the time, orders 
were ſent to the magiſtrates of St. Andrews, to bring 
| hm over to attend the ſecret council. Accordingly, 
when the council-day came, November 5. the advo- 
a cate and ſome noblemen were appointed to converſe 
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with Mr. Blair, and, at meeting, poſed him on the 
following points: 1. Whether be had aſſerted pre- 
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ſbyterial government to be jure divine? 2. Whe. 


ther he had aſſerted, that ſuffering for preſbyterial 
government was ſuffering for righteouſneſs ſake ? 


And, 3. Whether in his prayers againſt popery he 


had joined ſrotten prelacy with it? And having an- 


ſwered all in the affirmative, and profeſſed his ſur - 


5 priſe how they could doubt his opinion in theſe 


points ; was firſt confined to his chamber in Edin- 


 burgh; and thereafter, upon his earneſt ſupplica- 
tion for liberty from ſo cloſe confinement, and atte- 


ſtations by phyſicians of the injury he ſuſtained 


ther he went about the 12th of January 1662. 
* About 12 years before this, upon a motion from Mr. 


David Dickſon, the general aſſembly bad reſolved upon 


a new explication of the holy bible. For that purpoſe 


the ſeveral books were divided amongſt a number of 


the moſt godly and learned of the miniſtry. And 


| the books of Proverbs and Eccleſiaſies were aſſigned 


to Mr. Blair, as his * But as he affected to 
treat on ſuch parts of ſcripture as ſavoured more of 
the goſpel, he neglected that taſk till now, that be- 


- Ing rendered in a manner uſeleſs for other purpoſes, 


. 


he ſet about writing, and finiſned his commentary on 


the Proverbs, in the beginning of the year 1666. 


Mr. Blair continued at Invereſt till October follow- 


ing, enjoying much of God's preſence, and inward 
joy and peace of mind, amidſt great outward trouble 
to others. At which time, archbiſhop Sharp want- 


ing to have his place filled with a more pliable neigh- 


thereby, he was permitted to retire to Invereſt, whi- 


I 


bour, a meſſenger was ſent with an order, to bring 


him before the ſecret council. But Providence hav- 
ing fo ordered, that Mr. Blair was bad of the-gravel; 


and that in the meſſenger's company he paſſed ſome 


ſtones; and a, phyſician, with the miniſter of the 
| | . place, 
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place, atteſting his indiſpoſiti on, WR excuſed til : ; 


next council i by 
Shortly after, Mr. Blair hearing that the council 


had declared his place in St. Anderut vacant, he, 73 
to prevent further trouble, ſent in his preſentation - 


to that cure. This the council conſtructed as a giv- 
ing up his paſtoral charge, and inſiſted no further 
againſt him at that time. But Mr. Blair meant no 
more, than the giving up with his claim to a legal 
benefice ; which he could not enjoy, tho' he had kept 
that preſentation, | 


About this time Mr. Blair ſent a petition to the 


council, repreſenting his incommodious fituation, 


and ſupplicating for liberty to remove from that 
2 And by the chancellor Glencairn's favour, e- 
pecially, he got liberty to go to any place he pleaſ- 


ed, cm Edinburgh, the Weſt-country, and the preſ- 
bytery 0 | 
whither ſome other of the deprived miniſters did 
alſo retire, | 8 1 e . I 

While Mr. Blair was at Kirkaldie, it was his cu- 


ſtom, ſeeing he was precluded from publick preaching ; 
and that many ſerious chriſtians, amongſt whom were 
ſometimes perſons of quality, reſorted to his family» 

worſhip, to lecture and pray every day twice in his 


family ; and, with ſome of the good people of that 
town, to obſerve the laſt day of every month, as a day 


of faſting and humiliation, for the ruinous ſtate of his _ 
mother-church, For his recreation, he taught his 


younger ſons the Greek-tongue, and Logick ; and com- 
poſed ſome ſmall poetical pieces, as a poem in com- 
mendation of Chri/? Feſus, another for the refutation 


of the Popi/h errors; with ſome ſhort epigrams, as 


one upon ſeeing the ſhip wherein his dear brother 


Mr. Livingſtcn was carried to Holland, paſs by Kir- 


taldie.. „ 15 | | 
But archbiſhop Sharp, envying the repoſe which 


\ 


Mr. Blair, and ſome other miniſters: in like circum 
| 8 | ſtances, 


St. Andrews, So he removed to Kirkaldie, - 
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c Kances, did enjoy, procured an order of council, pro. 


of a royal burghh. Whereupon Mr. Blair removed 
from Lirtaldie in the end of February 1666 ; and 
dwelt at Meike-Couſton, an obſcure place in the 
pariſn of Aberdour till his death, which fell out the 


ing winter ; which he conſidered as a new obligation 
laid upon him, to ſerve the Lord in fear, and to re- 
Joice-with trembling; and he (till kept up his or- 
in which he was joined by ſeveral. perfons from Kirt- 


© Notwithſtanding the obſcurity: of the place, Mr. 
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hibiting any outed miniſter to reſide within twenty 
miles of an archbiſhop's ſee, or within three miles 


2 


ſame year. | | | 
For ſome time after Mr. Blair went to Couſton, his 
health was much better than it had been the preceed- 


dinary cnſtom of faſting the laſt day of the month; 
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atdic and Burntiſſand, and by ſome alſo about Couſten, 


Blair received many viſits, particularly from the ſi- 
lenced miniſters; and he many times ſadly regretted, 
that ſo many were hindered from the exerciſe of their 
paſtoral office, amongſt the flocks over which the 


nn_ JP. a_ _ 


Holy Ghoſt bad made them overſeers. But (till he en- 


—— 


moſt ſerious thoughts of near approaching death, 


couraged them; and exhorted the young among them, 
to be improving in their ſtudies, and preparing for | 
more publick employment, if it ſhould pleaſe the Lord 
to open a door_unto them. %% gol 


\. Upon the toth of Auguſt, Mr. Blair being worn 


out with old age, and his ſpirits ſunk with ſorrow and 
grief, for the deſolations of the Iyprd's- ſanctuary 
in Scotland, he took his laſt trouble; and entertained 


ever commending and extolling his glorious and | 


good maſter, whom he had ſerveck ſrom ſeven to 


ſeyenty-three. His ſickneſs increaſing, he was viſit- 
ed by many chriſtian friends and acquaintanees, whom 


- — 


he ſtrengthened by his many gracious . and edifying 
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At one time when they told him of ſome ſevere 
acts of council, newly made upon archbiſop Sharps 


| inſtigation, he prayed, that the Lord would open 


his eyes, and give him repentance and mercy, if it 
were his will. And to Mrs. Rutherford, at another 
time, he ſaid, he would not exchange conditions 
with that man, tho' he was now on his bed of lan- 

guiſhing, and the other poſſeſt of great riches and 
revenues; nay, added he, tho' all that was betwiat 
them were red gold, and given him to the bargain. 
When ſome miniſters asked him, if he had an 
hopes of a deliverance to the people of God? he - 
faid, he would not take upon him peremptorily to 


determine the times and ſeaſons, which the Lord 


keeps in his own hand and power; but that it 


was to him a token for good, that the Lord was 
caſting the prelates out of the affection of all ranks 
and degrees of people, and even of ſome who, tho 
they were moſt active in ſetting them up, were now | 
beginning to lothe them for their pride, falſhood 
and covetouſneſs. — e 1 
To his. wife and children, he ſpoke chriſtianly 
and gravely ; and after he had ſolemnly bleſſed them, 
he ſeverally commended or admoniſhed them as he 
judged expectant. - 8 2 
After he had done ſo, his ſon Mr. David, ſaying, 
The beſt as well as worſt of men have their thoughts, 
and ſecond thoughts; now Sir, God having given 
you time for after thoughts on your way, and car- 
riage, we would hear what they now are: He an- 


ſwered, I have again and again thought upon my ways, 


and communed with mine heart; and as for my pub?» 
lick actings and carriage, in reference to the Lord's 
work, if I were to begin again, I would juſt do as 
I have done. He often. repeated the 16th and 23d 
P/alms, and one time P/al. Ixxi which he uſed to 
call his own P/a/m. About two days before. his 
death, his ſpeech began to fail, and be could not w 
OTE: . | Le” 
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well underſtood. Some things however were not ſoft; 
=. 4 For ſpeaking of. ſome eminent faints then alive, he 
pPrayed earneſtly, that the Lord would bleſs them; 
*and, as an evidence of his love to them, he deſired 
Mr. George Hutcheſon, who was then with him, to 
carry his chriſtian remembrance to them. When Mt, 
 Hutehe/on removed from his bedfide, he ſaid to his 
wiſe and others who waited on him, That he e. 
:Soiced in ſuffering as a perſecuted miniſter. Ts it 
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bt, added be, perſecution to thruſt me from the 
work of the miniſtry which was my delight, and 
_ _ "hinder me from doing good to my | people and 
flock, which is my Jer 8d crown of rejoicing ; and 
to chaſe me frome place to place, till I am walled with 
heavineſs and ſorrow, ſor the injuries done to the 
' Lord's prerogatives, intereſt, and cauſe ? What he fail 
aſter this, was either forgotten or not underſtood, 
At length, about four o'clock in the morning, Augiſ 
27. 1666, he died, in the 73d year of his age. Hi 
body lies buried near the kirk-wall, in the burial- place 
at Aberdour; and upon the church · wall above his gray 
Was erected a little tomb or monument, with thit 
inſcription only, the iniquity of the times permits 
i ting no more. C 8 7 | 
iie reconditt jacent mortates 
7 EBxviæ D. Roberti Blarti S. S. 
oangelii apud Andreapolin 
- *- »-Predicatoris fideliſimi. Qbiit 
Auguſti 279, 1666. 
Etatis ſues 73*:- 
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